
 
October 2022 

COMMODORE’S CORNER  
 

In the past, I have talked about the lack of participation in club events and 
programs. I was recently reminded that that may be the way of the times. I have 
no doubt that peoples interests change and, it seems everyone is fighting for time, 
to do what they need to do, much less what they want to do. 
 
If this is the case, I hope some things can change in your busy life so you can enjoy 
the opportunities the sailing club has to offer.  A group of members were laughing 
the other day; when we joined, the talk was taking care of our kids, our new boats, 
and how many weekends we could spend at the club. We would have potluck 
meals almost every weekend, and a dozen or more families staying on boats for 
the weekend. Unfortunately, these days we talk of caring for our parents or 
partners, how old our boats are getting, and hoping to find a free weekend. 
 
I realize there are many members who use the club to its full potential and have 
the enjoyment and camaraderie of sailing. Congratulations, that is what the club is 
about. My question is how do we help or encourage others to find this wonderful 
opportunity we have. 
 
With the last of the season big event on us now, I hope to see a lot of new faces 
around the club. The Cruising fleet is working hard to have more non race fun 
events. Of all the clubs I’ve been around we have more food-based events than 
anyone, (I’ve told people from other clubs if you come to KSC and don’t gain 
weight you’re doing something wrong). 
And if you see a newer member doing something new or different, than the way it 
has been done (longer term members), a “wow that’s new, and please explain it to 
me” is best. Criticizing others is no way to start a new friendship. 
Please remember THIS IS YOUR CLUB TOO, if you have suggestions or ideas, 
please come forward and let us know what we can do to make KSC better for 
everyone. 

-Hank Goodman 
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 THE 2022 TURKEY SHOOT REGATTA IS 
COMING VERY SOON! 

 
 

 
 
 

I have accepted the challenge of chairing the 2022 sailing of the annual KSC Turkey Shoot 
Regatta.  The 2022 Turkey Shoot runs from Friday evening, November 4 through Sunday 
afternoon, November 6.  There will be an informal gathering and early registration on 
Friday evening, racing on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, a dinner Saturday 
evening, and an awards ceremony with a cookout lunch on Sunday after the races.  The 
Notice of Race and Registration Form are now available on the club website and can be 
accessed through the following link: https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/2022/10/14/2022-
turkey-shoot-regatta/ 
 
For you non-racing sailors, Jim Carr is organizing a weekend flotilla.  Please contact Jim 
for details. 

 
I know that there are several events scheduled for this month and, accordingly, several 
other requests for volunteers.  However, as this is my first time chairing a KSC event, I will 
need all the help I can get from members who are familiar with planning and managing 
regattas at our club.  For this last major club sailing event of the year to be successful, I will 
need to rely on many volunteers to assist in planning and running this regatta.  So, racers 
and non-racers alike, I hope you will review the list below and volunteer for the event and 
help support the great sport of sailboat racing in our club.  This is an excellent opportunity 
for new provisional member to not only earn work credits but to get to know existing 
members.  We will need task leaders and helpers for the following: 
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2022 TURKEY SHOOT HELP NEEDED 
 

• Parking Lot/Ramp Management 
o 2 Volunteers 
o Saturday and Sunday before and after racing 
o Assist out of town racers with boat parking 
o Coordinate activity at the launch ramp 

• Beverages 
o Task leader & 3-4 helpers 
o Purchase Beverages 
o Ice down beverages before each event 
o Clean up after each event 

• Saturday Catered Dinner 
o 4-5 helpers 
o Set up and serve 
o Clean up 

• Sunday Brunch 
o Task Leader & 3-4 helpers 
o Plan Menu/Purchase food 
o Set up and serve 
o Clean up 

• Sunday Cookout 
o Task Leader & 5-6 helpers 
o Plan Menu/Purchase food 
o Prepare/Cook food 
o Set up and serve 
o Clean up 

• General Clean up:  2-3 volunteers 

 
The signup sheets for these shore-based activities and for the race committees can be reached with 

the following link:  https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/2022/10/14/2022-turkey-shoot-
regatta/ 

 
I hope to hear from you soon as a registered racer volunteer, or even better, both. 
Jeff Gilman, Chair 
2022 Turkey Shoot Regatta 
Email: glgilman426@gmail.com Phone: 630-926-8971 

https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/2022/10/14/2022-turkey-shoot-regatta/
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DINGHY CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

 
The 2022 Dinghy Championship is now in the record books. 

 

In the two-day championship only one race was run due to the extreme light air conditions.   

 

PRO Rob Kaiser did a masterful job of race management, but the weather just would not cooperate.   

 

The competitors consisted of six Mc Scows, one Thistle, one Flying Scot and one Catalina 15. 

   

Results: 1st Place Kyran Dowling (McScow) 

  2nd Place Rod Andrew (McScow) 

  3rd Place Hank Goodman (Coronado 15) 

 

Congratulations to Kyran Dowling as 2022 KSC Dinghy Champion 

 
 
 

 
 
 



PIRATE’S DAY 2022 
 
Ahoy Mates! 
 
What a great turn out for this year's Pirate Day!  Our sacrifice to Calypso ensured we had 
perfect weather for Saturday and there were many full sails for our annual Clue Hunt.  We 
held a great feast following with some very tasty desserts contributed by our members of 
which I may or may not have sampled one of each!  Many an attendee doned their pirate 
frock for a great costume contest turn out and I'm happy to say that a great time was had by 
all who attended.  
 
As "Captain" of the event, I cannot go without giving recognition for my "Crew" of 
volunteers who without their assistance, this event would not be possible.  From Planning 
to Set up, Galley Crew, and those who helped out with the Festivities, you all are what 
makes these type of events the sorts worth repeating!   
 
This year, we opted to try and 'treat' our guests with plunder befitting a Pirate and I want to 
give a special raise of my mug to Rodney Fowler for his hand on the wheel for our shirt and 
logo design for this year.  I am happy to say we were able to provide shirts for everyone who 
wanted them during the event!  
 
I'd like to take a moment to announce our contest winners for this year: 
 

Clue Hunt Winners: Captains Ann Alyse & August  
Best Pirate Ship:  David Ruchala & John Wohlwend 
Adult Costume Contest Winners:  Bob & Trish Dubois 
Youth Costume Contest Winner:  Maddison 



PIRATE’S DAY 2022 

I would be remiss if I didn't also give a special 
shout out to Leslee Hiller, my Co-Host, who 
offered her guidance and ensured our motley 
crew was well fed and looked after during the 
event. As well as to Matt Melikant and JoLee 
Hiller for their contributions with planning 
this year's clues.  
 
 
Christian Oehring was our skillful 
photographer aboard the Pirate Committee 
Boat and those pictures should be up on the 
KSC Flickr Account soon.  I know many more 
captured photos throughout the event,  if you 
would like to submit them in, I'd be happy to 
include them in the submission to our 
Photography Committee.   Those can be sent 
to me at kscslips@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
I look forward to celebrating with you all again 
next year 
 
-Captain Matt 
 

mailto:kscslips@yahoo.com


CLUB COMMUNICATIONS 
 
You might wonder, or maybe not, how all those KSC announcements make it to your inbox. 
The role of the communications chair is to relay important messages from the membership, 
chairs, Board of Stewards, and Flag Officers to everyone associated with a KSC membership 
that has provided an email. 
Currently, the emails live in an Excel spreadsheet that was and is dutifully maintained by 
communication chairs past and present. Behind the @keoweesailingclub.com address we 
are using the Google product Gmail. Google limits the number of email recipients to 100 
(spamalot prevention). Our membership has about 400 individuals who currently have 
elected to receive email. When an email is sent it must be sent in 4 batches. This isn’t a big 
deal, but I’m not technically coordinated enough to do this all from the cell phone, so when 
an email request is received, I need to get to a laptop. Once at a laptop the process takes 
about 5 minutes. 
When an email request is sent it must be potentially pertinent to the entire membership. If 
there is any question in this regard the communication chair may elect to contact the 
commodore or vice commodore for approval prior to sending. Thanks to all of you this is a 
rare event. Additionally, I would be grateful if the email message in the request has been 
checked for spelling and grammar. I teach anatomy and physiology and find terms like 
gerund and dangling participle befuddling. If you need a link to the KSC website to enhance 
your email, just let me know what specific page or file you want the link to. Concise clear 
emails with the appropriate level of detail tend to limit the number of follow-up emails that 
are necessary. I know we all have email fatigue, so it is important that we keep the number 
of membership emails manageable. 
I still work, as do many of you, so there are some timing constraints. In most cases for non-
emergency announcements, I can have your email out within 24 hours. If it is an 
emergency, and those do happen, you can contact me by text, and I can usually get the 
message out within 3 hours (sometimes much sooner). 
We are looking at modernizing communications over the next year. Several past 
communications chairs and members have done some preliminary footwork looking at 
technology packages that would enhance the ease of communication, allow for members to 
select the types of emails they would like to receive, modify their own contact information, 
and much more. It won’t happen overnight but realize that we are working on making club 
communications a more straightforward process. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Buddy Tignor, KSC Communications Chair 
communications@keoweesailingclub.com 
828-316-7274 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 
2023 BALLOT NOMINEES FOR BOARD OF 
STEWARDS AND FLAG OFFICER 
 

COMMODORE - ROBYN STRICKLAND 
VICE COMMODORE - JEFF GILMAN 

SECRETARY - PHIL COOK 
TREASURER - TERRY PATTERSON 

 
STEWARD BALLOT NOMINEES 

SHANE BRYANT 
KYRAN DOWLING 

BOB GRAVES 
KAY HASKEL 

DWIGHT SHELATO 

 
 

Saturday October 22 -KSC Workday 8:00am 
-Fright Series Race #6 1:00pm 

Sunday October 23 -2023 Budget Mtg 10:00am 

Saturday October 29 -KSC Keelboat Championship 
-Deadline for Mailing Ballots 

Sunday October 30 -KSC Keelboat Championship 

Friday November 4 -KSC Turkey Shoot Registration 

Saturday November 5 -Finance Review 2023 Budget 
10:00am 
-KSC Turkey Shoot Competitors 
Mtg 11:45am 
-KSC Turkey Shoot First Signal 
12:30pm 

Sunday November 6 -KSC Turkey Shoot First Signal 
10:00am 

Saturday November 12 -Distance Race #4 1:00pm 

Saturday November 19 -KSC Board of Stewards Mtg 
10:00am 
-Frostbite Series #1 1:00pm 



 
 
There comes a time, when the physical demands of sailing become more of a challenge 

for our aging bodies.  The spirit is willing, but our knees and elbows ache.  Grinding an 
artificial hip into a cockpit combing on a 20-degree heel isn’t fun anymore.  Weighing the joy 
of sailing against the painful toil of tacking, trimming, and reefing makes us rethink how we 
will satisfy our passion for getting out on the water.  It is especially poignant it you have a 
sailing addiction based on many years of charter cruising. 
 
 



Sailing catamarans offer a more stable platform and are technically sailboats, but most of 
the time you are motorsailing.  And it takes an army of friends to fill all the cabins in one of 
these floating islands.  We wanted to charter a boat that a crew of two could handle, with the 
freedom to roam on an itinerary not decided by committee.  Wondering what the options 
might be, dark thoughts began to whisper: “powerboat”.   But not some soulless water rocket 
designed like an expensive jogging shoe.  What then?  Does there exist a cruising boat with 
the grace of a sailboat but without the need for all the gymnastics. 
And then a revelation appeared to us at the beginning of a sailing charter a few years ago 
up in Ontario’s North Channel.  Among the fleet of sailboats tied to the charter company’s 
dock was a sprightly 32-ft Grand Banks trawler.  She had a playful look about her, accented 
by her teak decks and varnished interior.  Her high bow, ample beam, and jaunty appearance 
reminded me of a miniature tugboat.  Further inquiry revealed that she had a layout ideal for 
a crew of two, both in accommodations and ease of handling.  The name “Catnip” on her 
mahogany stern attested to that addictive appeal. 

 
Fast forward to September of this year when Nancy and I boarded “Catnip” for a 10-

day charter in the North Channel of Lake Huron.  In some aspects she is similar to a monohull 
sailboat.  Her V-berth in the bow is a bit roomier due to her wider beam.  But her large cabin 
is surrounded by windows that give the impression of being on top of the water, rather than 
down below looking out a porthole.  
To compensate for her higher profile, 
she has 17,000 pounds of 
displacement and a long keel to give 
her stability. Steering from her 
flybridge gives a clear view of the 
side deck during docking maneuvers, 
and of surrounding islands while 
cruising in good weather.  The helm 
station inside the cabin has a 
comfortable seat at the varnished 
steering wheel.  Both sets of engine 
controls, one up on the flybridge and 
the other in the cabin, are similar to 
that found on a typical inboard engine 
sailboat.  “Catnip” has a single 120-
hp diesel engine with a lot more 
horsepower than one would find on a sailboat of similar size.   She cruises at a steady 7 
knots.   

 
Although there are many GB 32s still around, it is hard to find one in charter.  They 

are old but reliable boats.  “Catnip” turned 50-years-old this year, being one of the first of her 
design with a fiberglass hull instead of wood.  She was built in Singapore, and trimmed 
throughout with Burmese teak.  Just coming aboard put a smile on our faces.  She is just 
what I think a trawler should look like. 

 
My challenge on this charter was to master the art of docking and undocking a single 

screw vessel with a long keel and without the help of a bow thruster to push the bow from 
side to side.  I read articles and watched videos online to pick up the basics.  Through 
research I learned that “Catnip”, like most GB32s with a Ford Lehman engine, has a left-
handed propeller.  That means that prop wash will “walk” the stern to port when you shift into 
forward gear and to starboard when shifted in reverse.  It’s called prop walk.  Because of its 
long keel designed for tracking a straight line in a rough sea, the skipper of a GB32 must rely 
on that prop walk for docking and undocking, or maneuvering at slow speed in a narrow 
channel.   Knowing the rotation of the propeller is key to determining which side is preferred 
for docking.  Starboard-side-to is preferred for a vessel with a left-handed single screw.  You 
approach the wharf with the starboard bow at a slight angle, then by hitting reverse the stern 



will pivot or “walk” toward the dock.   Leaving the wharf is a bit more complicated, involving 
something called a stern spring line with a fender set as far astern on the side hull as possible 
to help pivot the bow out while in reverse.   

We docked “Catnip” five times during our charter, refining our technique as we went 
along.  We did pretty good, no bumps or bruises on us or the hull.  “Catnip’s” appealing 
appearance seemed to draw attention to herself as we neared a marina or harbor waterfront.  
Invariably fellow boaters were quick to offer a hand to take our dock lines.  It may be that 
having the name of the charter company prominently emblazoned on the side of the hull 
acted as a cautionary signal to the rest of the boating world.  And these folks coming to help 
did seem to always emerge from the boats tied up next to where we were docking.  But then 
they were all Canadians and probably just couldn’t help but be friendly anyway. 

 
Before I am accused by fellow sailors of blasphemy and condemned as a heretic, at 

least consider the many desirable qualities of a trawler.  A roomy cabin interior with a walk-
around deck and a rear patio with deck chairs appeal to creature comforts.  A heavy 
displacement hull, massive ground tackle and windlass, plus the large horsepower engine 
make these vessels seaworthy.  Similar characteristics can be found in motorsailers. As a 
recreational vessel, trawlers are fuel-efficient and offer better handling in rough weather.  
Fuel consumption at cruising speed is between 1.5 and 2.5 gallons per hour.  Trawlers are 
ideal where speeds are limited, such as the Intracoastal Waterway and areas with clusters 
of small islands with underwater hazards.  Many of these vessels come equipped with a 
stubby mast and a small sail called a “steadying” sail.   This sail counteracts rolling in a beam 
sea and acts as a “riding” sail to reduce swinging back and forth while on the anchor.  And it 
dresses the boat with a little stylish flair. 

 
I will say that chartering 

a trawler opened my eyes to 
another side of boating.  On our 
last day we had to cross 15 
miles of open water with a slight 
head sea and wind from the 
bow.  An occasional wave 
would break against the hull, 
sending spray against the 
windshield.  A flip of the wipers 
swished away the drops as I sat 
on the cushioned seat behind 
the wheel in the cabin.  A 
thermos of hot coffee and my 
favorite maple crème cookies 
were on hand as I steered 
“Catnip” back to her home port.  
As far as exit strategies go, 
chartering a classic trawler is a 
pretty good option. 

 


