
 
May 2022 

COMMODORE’S CORNER  
 
One of the tasks that I really don’t enjoy being Commodore at KSC is resolving 
conflicts. But being a club with 225 members, things are going to come up. It’s 
important for all of us to remember that this is not just my club, but over 500 
people (approximately, counting families and other memberships) think of it in 
the same way. With this thought in mind, we can’t always treat it the same as we 
do our own homes. I for instance often sit around and read in my boxers; fine at 
home might not go over as well at the club. There is limited space in our club 
house, so leaving my clothes, wet towels, and food on every flat surface as I do at 
home probably won’t work at the club. We shouldn’t wait for another member to 
ask us to amend our behavior, we should look around and see there are others 
present and get ourselves in order. 
 
We are now in the busy season and more and more members will be using the 
club. It amazes me how things have changed. When we joined we were 
membership number 75, you could go to the club any weekday and some 
weekends and never see another member. Now I don’t think there is any day or 
time that members aren’t present. So just because no one is there when you 
arrive, doesn’t mean they won’t be coming in soon. 
 
Some of the topics that come up year after year include, but are not limited to; 
Parking, please use only one space per car (diagonal parking blocks are installed). 
Please pull forward until tires touch (if cars on both sides are sticking out trailers 
can’t get by). Don’t block sidewalks, ramps, dock access, dumpster, and driveways 
(someone may need that access) ; The beaches are small at best, limit using space 
and chairs that aren’t really  needed, and hammocks and tents block access for 
members who want to use the beach Just as much; Launch ,work, and front docks, 
when through please move on to allow other members the same benefits of these 
docks; Kitchen (not self-cleaning );Toys in clubhouse and beach( for some reason 
will not put themselves up ) 
 
 Ok I’m almost done; I just ask everyone to go back and look at the club operating 
policy and become familiar with the guidelines of OUR club. (You can do it at 
home sitting in your boxers, I do.) 
But most important, let’s enjoy the fellowship of our members and LETS GO 
SAILING. 
 
-Hank Goodman 
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BEACH SAFETY  
 
With Spring in full bloom many of us are looking forward to spending more time at 
the lake with our families and friends. KSC will soon be seeing children and adults 
enjoying the beaches provided for club members and guests. It is imperative that a 
few simple safety rules be followed to ensure all of your beach experience is 
properly enjoyed. The KSC Operating Policy provides the following guidance for 
those deciding to spend time on our beaches: 
 
· For liability reasons, the Club does not encourage swimming, and any 
swimmer does so at his/her own risk. 
 
· Children on the beach must be under constant supervision by an adult. 
(USCG defines children as those 13 or younger), This means a 
responsible adult should be present on the beach when children are 
present. 
 
· Any guests regardless of age must be accompanied by a club member. 
 
· Campfires are permitted on the beaches, but they should be constantly tended by 
an adult and fully doused when no longer in use. 
 
· Dogs are not permitted on the main beach but are allowed on the East 
Beach as long as they are controlled. 
 
Some other safety considerations are also recommended when on the beach: 
 
· Any child who is not a seasoned swimmer should be wearing a USCG approved 
flotation device when in the water 
 
· Throwing toys that could cause injury, such as Frisbees or lawn darts should be 
avoided in the beach areas. This would also include not throwing sand or rocks. 
 
· Glass containers of food and drinks should not be brought onto the beach 
 
· Members should refrain from sailing their sailboats close to the beaches when 
people are present. 
 
By practicing these few simple safety measures, we can ensure that everyone can 
better enjoy their time at the beaches provided by the club. 
 
-Terry Patterson, KSC Safety Chair 
 

 

 



MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION 
SATURDAY MAY 28th, 2022  
  
Memorial Day is upon us! Let’s celebrate with loads of fun! Join us for a good-
natured race on a distance course (just long enough), enjoying beautiful Lake 
Keowee. All boats will have a category to be in which to be competitive. We all love 
to sail, after all it is in our name.   
  
There will be other activities to partake in. There will be a water slide and game area 
set up for the young and young at heart. 
  
Our traditional hamburgers and hotdogs will be served with smiles. Your 
homemade goodies pies, cakes and anything wonderful are always greatly 
appreciated.  
  
Volunteers are always needed to make these moments happen; we are a self-help 
club after all.  
  
Please come join the fun, find a way to help, participate, and revel in the privilege of 
the Keowee Sailing Club. 
 
Skipper meeting at 12:15 
Race start: 1:00 
Dinner: 6:00 
 
Sign-up sheet for attendance, volunteers, apps and desserts on KSC website under 
the Social Tab. 
 
-Leslee Hiller 

 

 

 

Photos: Bill Blask 

 

https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/volunteer-social-events/


KEOWEE CUP 2022 

 
Keowee Cup 2022 is now in the history books.  Twenty-Nine boats participated in 
this year’s KSC Keowee Cup Regatta which was organized by Kate Anderson.  There 
were 2 PRO’s for this two day race event. Sam Secrest was the PRO who managed 
all six of the buoy races which were run for all of the eleven dinghies and two 
catamarans; including seven McScows, three Flying Scots, a club JY15, a Hobie 16 
and a Hobie 14. Roger Benedict, PRO for the sixteen keelboats (6 PHRF A boats, 4 
PHRF B boats and 6 Recreational Fleet boats), managed  both days  distance races.  
 
Saturday’s Racing was followed by a pasta banquet complete with Angel Food Cake, 
Strawberries and large dollops of Vanilla Ice Cream. Sunday’s Racing was followed 
by a hot dog lunch complete with Commodore Goodman’s French fries and you 
guessed it, more Angel Food Cake, Strawberries and Ice Cream.  
 
To wrap up the event, Kate Anderson thanked all the volunteers including race 
committee, meal support, set -up and clean-up crews and then turned over the 
podium to the two Keowee Cup PRO’s to announce the respective results listed 
below. 
 
-Phil Cook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KEOWEE CUP RESULTS 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Jim Carr 

DISTANCE RACE RESULTS (By Roger Benedict) 

 PHRF A PHRF B RECREATIONAL 
1st John Rice Phil Cook David Strickland 
2nd Terry Keane Ed Stoll Buddy Tignor 
3rd Hank Goodman Bill Hunri Kate Anderson 

BUOY RACE RESULTS (By Sam Secrest) 

 MC SCOW FLYING SCOT OPEN DINGHY 

1st Rick Harper Sandy Eustis Mike Garrett 

2nd Jeff Deval Jack Wise Brad Dailey 
3rd Rod Andrew Greg McPhee  

Susan Garrett 



KSC WINNERS AT CHARLESTON RACE 
WEEK  

We won our class at Charleston Race Week last weekend, Pursuit Non-Spinnaker.  I am a 
KSC member and had KSC member John Larmon with son Jack Yau-Larmon (2021 SAYRA 
Junior ALLSTAR) onboard.  We were DFL last year and spent the year getting faster w/new 
sails, a new folding prop and lost the 
bimini and a lot of weight for the 
races.  Beneteau 41 Retox, KSC 
listed as club affiliation, represented 
much better this year by taking First 
Place honors in the Pursuit Non-
Spinnaker Division.                                  
-Hunter Weekes 



LOVE FOR KSC AND MEMBERSHIP 
VOLUNTEERS!  

 
My husband Buddy and I just spent a week staying at the club for our spring break. It is the 
longest stay we have had since joining the club about 4 years ago and it was a great vacation 
- the perfect combination of sailing, resting, working on our boat, socializing and 
participating in some of the volunteer efforts. We had not spent much mid-week time at the 
club before this week and I was amazed at the amount of work that occurred while we were 
there. 
  
I met Dwight, who has taken on the task of sanding, patching, cleaning and painting all of 
the concrete picnic tables. He was there by himself for hours and hours - and the tables are 
looking great.  
 
We saw Tommy around the club on several days working on grounds related tasks and 
replacing the rotten deck boards so nobody falls through the deck at the Keowee Cup.  
 
Jan and Phil were there, planting flowers in front of the entry sign, probably 
doing other tasks (and also cleaning their boat hull to give them a racing advantage). One 
day we discovered that our paddleboards had been moved to a better location by the small 
watercraft team. 
 
On Wednesday Telisa and Steve helped organize the potluck to celebrate Carl and Linda 
Fortson. On Thursday Liz Copps was helping with the Celebration of Life for John O'Hara. 
Friday Liz Keenen held another land learning series for the Women sailors.  I worked for 
several hours with Ted Bisterfeld, Brick Rossie, David Ruchala and Kevin Rylance on the 
sanding and painting of the dock railings. 
  
All of this happened in one short week. It felt like having a crew of magic elves whose goal 
was to keep us happy. I know there are many other club members who worked on tasks last 
week that I didn't see. Looking through the list of Flag officers, Board of Stewards and 
Committee Chairs is a  serious reminder of all the work that goes into making this club the 
amazing place that it is. 
  
Thanks to all my fellow club members who make belonging to the club such a pleasure! 

See you on the water this summer!   -Ava Carr 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Register Now for KSC’s Golden Jubilee, June 18! 

As this Waterline reaches you 90 KSC members have already RSVP’d. Visit 

https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/ksc-50th-anniversary-celebration/ or 

https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/ to get yours in! Please respond early… The 

food business is especially crazy this year and we need an accurate headcount. 

Watch for full details via email over the next few weeks. 

Meanwhile, members have raised two questions worth addressing: 

Is this a casual or dress-up event? 

Your call. We’re a casual club and it can be warm in June.  

Spruce up a bit or wear your favorite KSC regatta shirt or logo wear.  

There’ll be prizes for the oldest regatta shirt and sharpest getup in KSC colors/logo 

wear. 

Have some fun with it! (Susan B. wants to put on a party dress and her dancing 

shoes. I’m all in for the regatta shirt thing, even though mine’s pretty new. We 

should make quite a pair.) 

Are there gluten or allergen-free food options? 

Yes. Please note any issues on your registration form and we’ll get back to you with 

info. 

LET’S COMMEMORATE KSC’s GREAT HISTORY WITH A “BEST EVER” 

PARTY! 

     

 

 

https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/ksc-50th-anniversary-celebration/
https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event Details 

When: Saturday, June 18, 2022 

Where: Keowee Sailing Club:  150 Keowee Sailing Club Rd, Seneca, SC 29672 

Schedule: 5:30: Appetizers, Beer Wine, Soft Drinks 

    6:45: Dinner 

     7:45: Past Commodores and Founders Recognition 

   Club history and lore 

    8:30: “On The Beach” theme DJ/dancing  

Cost:  Members $10, Guests $15 

Price includes:    

Hors D’oeuvres 

Choice of: 

- Sliced smoked brisket, dry-rubbed and served with gormet BBQ Sauce.  
- Shrimp poached in cream sherry gravy with Marsh Hen Mill grits. 
- Chicken seared in olive oil and fresh garlic, salt & pepper. 
- Vegan paella including artichokes, tomatoes, red bell peppers, Kalamata olives, 
garbanzo beans and Arborio rice. 

 

Main dishes accompanied by roasted new potatoes with rosemary and truffle oil, 

sautéed green beans, and a robust salad bar. 

Dessert and coffee 

Beer, wine and soft drinks 



Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FISH ON!” 

By Ed Stoll 
“Snap!”  The sound of the wooden clothes pin releasing the 60-lb-test trolling line 

startled us out of the bliss of an 8-knot close reach.  The helmsman’s cry of “Fish On!” 

was a call to action. – 

 
Sailing north from Antigua, on a bareboat cruise in a chartered 43-ft monohull, we were 

making the 30-plus nautical mile crossing to the island of Barbuda.  This fish would be the 

third tuna hauled in over the transom while sailing a beam reach in 3-ft cross seas in 20-knot 

easterly trade winds. Fast moving cumulus clouds swept across the cerulean Caribbean sky.  It 

was a perfect day for big boat sailing with the added bonus of catching fish. 
 

Whether we are sailing in the tropical saltwater of the Caribbean, the brackish coastal 

estuaries of the ICW, or in the cold fresh water of the Great Lakes, we come prepared to 

fish.  Most charter companies will rent you expensive fishing rods, but over the years we have 

developed our own set of gear.  Combining fishing with sailing began for me almost four 

decades ago with a heavy monofilament line wrapped around a stick and a homemade lure 

devised by whipping a shredded piece of colorful cellophane bread wrapper onto a 6/0 

hook.  Adding enough split shot sinkers to get the lure to track just right on the top of the 

waves, it caught us a 4-ft Wahoo while sailing from Carriacou to Grenada.  After that I was 

hooked on fishing under sail. 

 

Date Events 
May 21st KSC Grits & Haggis 
May 22nd KSC Grits & Haggis 
May 28th KSC Distance Race #1 (1:00pm) 

Memorial Day Dinner (6:00pm) 
June 4th KSC Sunfish Saturday (12:00pm) 
June 6th-8th Basic Youth Sail Camp (8:00am) 
June 11th KSC Simmer Series Race #2 (1:00pm) 
June 13-15th Intermediate Youth Sail Camp (8:00am) 
June 18th KSC Board of Stewards Meeting (10:00am) 

KSC Sunfish Saturday (12:00pm) 
KSC GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATRION (5:30pm) 

June 20-22 Basic Youth Sail Camp #2 (8:00am) 
June 25th KSC Simmer Series #3 (1:00pm) 
June 27-
29th 

Youth OPTI Sail Camp (8:00am) 



 

 
 

 

Since then, that stick has been 

upgraded to a Cuban Yoyo, basically a 

large plastic donut-shaped hand reel 

for wrapping the fishing line around; 

easy to use and low tech.  You can get 

one for about five bucks and it easily 

fits in your luggage.  In a small plastic 

case, I carry a few lures, extra hooks, 

snap swivels, split-shot sinkers, 

fishing gloves and long nose 

pliers.  For ocean pelagic fish like 

tuna, mackerel, wahoo, and dolphin 

fish, I use an assortment of plastic 

skirted trolling lures.  I also bring my 

“lucky” clothespin; basically, a simple 

wooden clothespin with a 1/8-inch line tied through the spring with about three feet of extra 

line.  I added the string after losing all the clothespins over board on the first charter boat that 

I tried this method.  The purpose of the clothespin is to clip the fishing line, under trolling 

tension, to the fringe of the overhead bimini cloth at the stern of the boat.  The end of the 

clothespin line is tied to the stern railing so you don’t lose a clothespin every time you get a 

strike.  A sailing speed between 5- and 7-knots is ideal for trolling.  Let out enough line so 

that the lure swims just below the surface, about two boat lengths astern.  As the boat 

accelerates down a wave the lure should skim the surface, putting up a rooster tail spray. Once 

you have achieved the right action on 

the lure, tie the line with a cleat hitch 

to a stern cleat.  Pull the trailing line 

under tension up to the back edge of 

the bimini cloth and clip it carefully in 

place with the clothespin.  Lay the 

yoyo over a cockpit winch or 

somewhere it is easy to reach in a 

hurry.  You’re all set; just keep sailing 

and forget about it.  When a fish 

strikes, the clothespin snaps and flings 

through the air but remains tied to the 

boat.  The startled helmsman hollers 

“fish on!”   You grab the yoyo and 

take the line off the rear cleat.  When 

you set this all up remember to run the 

fishing line from the cleat over the 

stern rail in such a way so you will 

have the line cleared once a fish is 

fighting at the other end. 

 



Fishing is one thing, catching is 

another.  Soft leather sailing gloves work 

well for hauling in the line hand-over-hand, 

wrapping it back on the hand reel.  The 

whole crew has part to play.  Hopefully you 

have already discussed job assignments, 

like who steers, who trims, who helps land 

the fish.  Typically, we don’t reduce our 

sailing speed unless it is a really big fish 

then we luff or furl the jib, and sail with just 

the main.  Using 50- or greater-pound test 

you can get away with horsing the fish into 

the boat, especially if you use a wire leader 

in front of the lure.  Once the fish is up to 

the stern you rejoice that your charter boat 

has either a walk-out transom or steps down 

to the water on the back of a 

pontoon.  Wearing a life jacket would be a 

good idea especially if you are straddling 

the stern railing.  Now is when you get out 

your optional equipment: fishing gloves 

and a gaff.  Full-fingered fishing gloves 

with a textured grip offer protection to your 

whole hand and are ideal for the messy job of cleaning the fish. You don’t want your sailing 

gloves to smell like fish. A typical boat hook doesn’t work very well for gaffing a fish.  It’s 

difficult to get under the fish’s gills with the blunt hook.  Instead, I use a homemade gaff that 

is constructed using a really big 12/0 hook with the barb filed off, a small hose clamp, stainless 

pan head screw and the wooden handle off a toilet plunger.  Packed disassembled, the hook 

is attached near the end of the wooden handle with the screw through the eye and the shank 

is secured with the hose clamp.  The gaff is used to hook the fish under the gill and hoist it 

over the transom of the sailboat while still hooked to your line. 
If it is a toothy fish, like a barracuda, 

everyone should keep their bare feet and 

legs clear in case the fish comes off the gaff 

in the cockpit.  Once you have wrestled the 

fish into the cockpit, use your gloved hands 

to remove the hook with the fishing 

pliers.  If it’s not a keeper send it back over 

the stern.  We usually request the charter 

company to provide an auxiliary cooler, 

useful for convenient access to iced cold 

drinks during the day.  It doubles as storage 

for any landed fish until we come to the 

next anchorage or mooring where we can 

finish cleaning the fish for dinner.  One 

should not expect to find a fillet knife or 

even a very sharp kitchen knife on a charter 

boat. So, we always pack in our luggage a 

freshly sharpened fillet knife and standard 

paring knife.  The fish cleaning chore is 

usually performed on the walkout 



transom.  Use a bucket for sluicing off afterwards and resist the urge to use your fresh water 

washdown hose since that would waste potable water.  If your charter boat comes equipped 

with a seawater pump and washdown hose in the anchor locker then the bow is the best place 

to do the job. 

 

Before eating any fish that you catch be aware if ciguatera poisoning has been reported in the 

waters you are sailing.  Ciguatera or “fish poisoning” is caused by eating fish contaminated 

with the ciguatera toxin that is ingested by smaller reef fish eating coral, and the toxin then 

becomes concentrated as it moves up the food chain to larger fish.  Avoid fishing in shallower 

waters near coral reefs and troll only in deep open water passages.  Even then, there have 

been cases of ciguatera reported from eating fish landed in the deep waters south of the U.S. 

and British Virgin Islands, as well as in the Sir Francis Drake Channel. I never eat barracuda, 

a common reef fish predator, no matter where I catch it.  In my younger days, I fished the 

reefs of the Bahamas with a pole spear and ate everything from grunt to grouper and never 

had a problem with fish poisoning.  Having survived my reckless youth, I now tend toward 

caution. 

 

Occasionally, we are able to drive to our charter destination.  That can mean either brackish 

or fresh water fishing.  In that case, the fishing rods and whole tackle box get loaded into the 

car.  And don’t forget the collapsible landing net.  Unless you are chartering a fishing boat 

don’t expect to find rod holders.  So, I 

bring along a couple short lengths of PVC 

pipe sized for my own rods plus stainless 

hose clamps to attach the holders to the 

vertical struts of the stern railing of a 

typical sailboat.  They are quick and easy 

to install once you board the charter 

boat.  Just don’t forget to take them home 

with you.  With this set up you can use 

your fishing rod to troll while under sail 

(leave the lucky clothespin home).  Even 

when not fishing, the rod holders provide 

an out-of-the-way place to store your 

poles.  I bring short bungee cords to strap 

the rods in, especially when 

underway.  However, I find that most 

productive fishing done on fresh or 

brackish water sailing charters happens 

from the dinghy with a small outboard 

engine, standard equipment with a 

charter boat.  Whether casting or trolling, 

the dinghy will get you to where the fish 

are hiding.  The calmer hours around 

sunrise and sunset can be the most 

productive for catching fish on inland 

waters; the late morning and afternoon 

winds reserve those hours for sailing. 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Held under a spell of sustained anticipation, anglers diligently await that adrenaline rush of 

sudden reward at the end of a fishing line. Famous author and sport fisherman, Zane Grey, 

wrote of this “patient continuance” during his quest for a record 1,000-pound Marlin while 

fishing in the waters off Tahiti.  He fished daily for nearly three months without landing a 

single billfish.  That long dry spell would later influence fellow author and big-game 

fisherman, Ernest Hemingway, as he wrote The Old Man in the Sea.  That connection is 

revealed in Hemingway’s first line of the book: “He was an old man who fished alone in a 

skiff in the Gulf Stream and he had gone eighty-four days now without taking a 

fish.”  Likewise, cruising sailors abide endless hours of blissful monotony, interrupted by 

unpredictable moments of joyful exhilaration or unmitigated terror.   It’s a matter of opinion 

which one you get.  So next time you charter or cruise on big waters, try your luck at 

fishing.  You’ll double your odds for unexpected adventure. 

 

 


