
Di throttle! 
  

2021 KSC Dinghy Championship
12 Competitors participated in a two day 4 race series. Mc Scows dominated 
the leader board with the top three finishes; Rod Andrew 1st, Kirk Elliot 2nd & 

Rick Harper 3rd. The 2021 KSC Dinghy Champion is Rod Andrew.
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2022 Candidate Profiles

Hank Goodman, Commodore 
I have been a member of KSC for over 30 years, and have served 
on the board in many positions the past years.  I feel it is only fair 
to take a turn, as my service to the club. I was also the 
Commodore of SAYRA; this is made up of 40 clubs and 
organizations in the Southeast. This has given me the insight that 
Keowee is head and shoulders above the crowd. We are doing 
things right. I want to see these positive attitudes and actions 
continue for KSC. We have several strong programs in play, and 
need to keep going in this direction for the future. We have shown 

there is a place and activity for all of our members.  Some changes may be needed as we 
go forward, but only after a very judicious review should we move off the course we have 
set.    

Robin Strickland, Vice Commodore 
My husband David and I joined KSC in 1998.  Over the years I have served as 
Entertainment Chair and as a Steward on multiple occasions.  Before COVID 
and other life events pulled us away, we were active racers and we have a 
newly spruced up (ie washed) O’Day that we are looking forward to using!  I am 
excited to join my knowledge of our past with our vision for the future. 

    

Tracy Carr, Treasurer    
After joining the club in 2002, I could not imagine that I would find so many 
friends or get so much joy at participating in the activities at the Keowee 
Sailing Club. To try to pay back the many gifts that KSC has given me, I have 
served as Treasurer for five terms (2004, 2005, 2008, 2009 and 2013); 
organized Regatta raffles; volunteered at our Youth Sailing Camps; been a 
past member of the Planning and Finance Committees; and currently serve 
as the Membership Committee chair. With eight years of public accounting 
experience behind me and as the Director of Finance for a non-profit in 
Greenville, I have developed a solid understanding of how to meet the many 
challenges of maintaining a strong financial structure in an ever changing 

environment. I love our Club for many reasons and I want to continue to serve as your 
2021 Treasurer. 
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Phil Cook, Secretary 
I am seeking re-election as KSC Secretary for 2022. In 2021, I concentrated 
on the following processes; 
 1). Producing and Archiving all 2021 Board of Steward Meeting Minutes in a 
timely manner.    
 2). Transferring all approved policy motions into the current Operating 
Policy so that members had access to the most current policies in a timely 
and an easy to find  manner. 
 3). Gathering all prior BOS Minutes and identify gap-years & months with the 
intent of producing a complete archive library of BOS minutes. 
 In order to accomplish these tasks I attended and actively participated in 

every BOS meeting held in 2021. Additionally I reviewed and updated the KSC Insurance 
Policies to reflect KSC current condition. If re-elected in 2022, I intend to continue the 
mission of providing the membership with up to date Board of Stewards Minutes and 
Current Operating Policies. I would appreciate your vote. 
    

Aaron Barnes, Steward 

I’m Aaron Barnes and I have enjoyed serving on the board this year. I am 
running for Steward for the 2022-2024 term. As a lifelong sailor, I’ve had 
some experience. My parents took me sailing as an infant when we lived in 
Key West, FL, sailed in Cub Scouts in West Palm Beach, FL, helped a friend 
sail a 40 ft Oday from Merritt Island, FL to Southport, NC, and was also a 
member at Lake Norman Sail Club for several years. I and have been a 
member at KSC since 2017. Having recently retired from UPS, I look 
forward to enjoying the sailing club in the future. I have a Catalina Capri 26 
on dock 1. Please stop by and say hi. I would also like to invite new 
provisional members to come to me if they would like to sail for fun or 

learning. If you need help for crew or moving boats, just ask.  
See you at the clubhouse 

Liam Cunningham, Steward 
I have been a member of KSC for over 10 years now and have served on the 
board several times including my term as Commodore in 2018. After taking 
some time off for other endeavors, I am hoping to serve the club once again 
as a Steward. I plan on helping shape the club’s long-term initiatives to 
keep the club viable for future generations, as it is today, while tackling 
larger projects to make the club more user friendly. KSC has a special 
family culture that I would love to help cultivate for future generations and 

see more members take part in. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Joe Hiller, Steward  
I enjoy my membership and participation in the club’s activities and 
I recognize that these activities require the hard work, dedication 
and donation of time from others. 
 My First sailboat was a “Snark” I bought at the age of 13. From 
thence I have progressed up to owning several 25’ boats and 
crewing on several blue water boats up to 50’ in length. 
Having served on the board previously and as vice commodore and 
commodore (2013) I can honestly say that nothing has really 

changed at the Club for me in all this time.  While I hope to keep it that way as KSC is a 
near perfect environment for me, I still think some of the issues facing the club are 
planning for and addressing the following items: 
1.) Maintaining, improving and increasing the sustainability of the docks and ground 
facilities. 
2.) Developing the membership to its full potential. 
3.) Encouraging more participation within the membership.iv. Long term planning for the 
viability and    sustainability of the sailing club. 

I can and do promise to bring to the management table a 30+ year history of solving 
problems as a self-employed small business owner and practicing Architect. I want to 
devote my time and resources to the betterment of the club for my own future 
enjoyment and for the enjoyment of my fellow club members with whom I share a love for 
sailing. 

Ken Cole, Steward 

Hello, Ken Cole here and I am happy to serve as a Steward.  I have been 
a member for 20 years at the KSC and learned to sail on a Hobie 16.  
My wife Chrystie really fell in love with sailing when we bought a 
Beneteau and began weekending at the Club.  Our favorite weekends 
are setting sail on Fridays to anchor out and play until returning on 
Sunday.  We have not dabbled much in racing (yet) with most our 
interest in cruising.  I would love to see more general education on 
sailing know-how, boat maintenance, raft ups, etc for the KSC to 

maintain a balance between racing and   recreational cruising.  Happy to serve to help. 
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Chuck Leeson, Steward 
Our family joined Keowee Sailing Club in September 2020 so we are fairly new 
members. My wife Korina and I have 2 small children, Taylor and Catalina, and 
we live in Greenville, SC. The sailing club has provided us with a home away 
from home, an amazing learning experience, a refuge from the challenging 
times we are experiencing, and a break from our working lives.  
Serving on the Board of Stewards would be a great experience for me and a 
way to contribute to the club, gain a deeper knowledge of how the club 
operates, and build relationships with other club members. I am proud to be 
part of such a unique organization and look forward to serving the club and 
helping the club continue to be an amazing place for all members 

Edward Colomb, Steward 
I am from VT and moved to SC about 2 years ago. I had been in the racing 
community at  Lake Champlain Yacht Club for over 30 years. When I bought 
my boat I became a member for 5 years. During that time I was an auditor 
for 2 years. I was a member of BNI and during that time I was VP and part of 
the New members group. I have also been a bookkeeper for HOA that I was 
part of during the years. I look forward in helping this club in the future.    

Rodney Fowler, Steward 
I joined the club to do what I love and that is sailing. After joining the club I 
purchased a Merit22 and restored to the best of my ability.  I have since 
restored a Catalina 25 that stays on dock 5 that I enjoy sailing when not 
crewing for Rick Harper. We race his Moore 24 and his Flying Scott. No better 
way to gain experience sailing than crewing on a race boat, my opinion.I love to 
sail and look forward to working with the board of stewards if elected in 
supporting and keeping a healthy sail club.  

Ralph Joyner, Steward 
Hi I'm Ralph Joyner, I've been a member of the club for about 4 yrs. and 
love it. You'll find me here most weekends. I'm originally from Myrtle Beach 
and have been on or around water all my life. I enjoy sailing and cooking/
grilling for large groups. I would like to be considered for the board of 
stewards. Thank you so much.                                                                          
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Shane  Bryant, Steward 
Shane Bryant is a Potter who lives in Taylors SC. He has been a member of 
KSC for 15 years.  He sails a Catalina 27, and a Puddle Duck racer that he 
built. He has participated in adventure  type races on the Edisto river in 
the boat he built, as well as distances races in the Catalina 22 on Keowee. 
He continues to build boats and teach classes on Puddle Duck Racers. 
Shane has volunteered as race committee as well as dock maintenance 
crew.  

Greg Baker, Steward 
Greg and Vickie Baker moved to Lake Keowee about two years ago and 
Greg became a KSC member in June 2021. Greg’s corporate life 
centered in operations and included stints as Executive VP and 
President of several Lockeed Martin companies. Greg built a sailfish 
from a kit at age 14, which started a passion. In the 1970’s and 1980’s 
Greg sailed and raced a Flying Scot and a Pearson 26 at the Virginia 
Inland Sailing Association, where he served on the Board. In the late 
1990’s thru 2008, Greg and Vickie owned and sailed a Caliber 40 on the 

Chesapeake, which permitted trips to New England and down the ICW to Florida. Greg 
held a Captains license from 2008 until 2013. Prior to Moving to Keowee, Greg sailed and 
raced a Hunter 22 and J-80 at the South Flathead Yacht Club in Montana. Greg currently 
sails a J-70. At KSC, Greg has raced, re-built steps to the dingy area, and assisted at a 
sail camp. 

Jeff Gilman, Steward 

Jeff is a lifelong sailor, who spent his career in the petrochemical industry as an 
environmental compliance consultant.  In 2013, he retired to South Carolina 
from Chicago where he was a member of Sheridan Shore Yacht Club racing his 
Flying Scot on Lake Michigan.  Since joining KSC, Jeff has purchased a Sonar 
Sailboat and been an active volunteer with the race committee, the Flying Scot 
Fleet and the Youth Sailing Camp 



KEOWEE SAILING CLUB ELECTIONS

Greetings KSC Members, 

As a member of KSC you again have the privilege and responsibility of casting your vote 
during our annual election cycle. Your participation in the voting process is vital to the 
success of our elections.   

In this packet you will find:  
1. A Ballot on which to cast your vote for Flag Officers and Stewards  

2. Candidate Profiles, (for your reference only and should not be returned with your 
Ballot) 

3. A self-addressed envelope for returning  your ballot to KSC.  

You must sign the outside of the envelope in the indicated location for your vote to be 
counted.  

• This system allows the Elections Committee to verify that each member has 
voted (once)  

• Once the envelope has been opened, the ballots themselves do not identify 
the voter  

• Your vote is private, without anyone knowing for whom you cast your vote. 

Please vote for the 2022 Board leadership and return your ballot to Keowee Sailing Club 
without delay. 

Ballots must be received by 10:00 am on Saturday November 20th, 2021 to be 
valid. 

KSC Ballot Processing Procedure 
1. Mark your Election Ballot 
2. Place your completed ballot inside the self-addressed envelope 
3. Be sure to PRINT your name and SIGN the back of the return envelope. 
4. Mail Ballot back to KSC 



Thank you for your participation! 

Dock Maintenance Help Needed 

 At long last we have a survey underway of our dock anchorage. The 
Oconee County Rescue Team divers will do the survey as part of ongoing 
diver certification training.  The diving will occur over several months on their 
schedule. KSC will provide support and some supplies for their training 
events.  Underwater video will be used to document the condition of the 
anchors and attachments. Boat activity will be restricted from a limited, 
active survey area. It has been many years since a comprehensive survey 
was done. 
Now that we have all but one boat slip dock refurbished, the poor condition of 
the dock ramp handrails look doubly bad.  Rusted top to bottom they are in 
need of refinishing.  So, I am continuing to seek a couple of members who like 
to paint.  The weather is becoming more conducive to painting and it is just 
more comfortable to work on the docks.  Also, thanks to Amy and Dan Lowry, 
slip numbering on the new decking is underway with dock 1 completed. Slip 
numbers greatly help someone to find a boat, maybe also a help to you 
finding your boat! 
Attention is now on the poor condition of the long walkway out to the docks 
and some of the pier sections on individual docks.  We likely will be replacing 
sections at one time.  Be careful walking on the walkway and piers because it 
is difficult to identify weak boards without jumping up and down on them. 
 While I constantly survey, I do not weigh enough to break many boards 
myself. Any volunteers?   
   -Ted Bisterfeld, Dock Maintenance Chairman 



Update on New Labeling Requirement for 
Kayaks, Canoes and Paddle Boards  

During the July BOS meeting a revision to the Club Operating 
Policies was approved to require kayaks, canoes and paddle/sail boards 
(SUP) stored on KSC property be tagged to identify owner and contact 
information. The new requirement becomes effective November 1, 2021. 
USCG developed tags were provided that can be used for the purpose of 
meeting this requirement although other means of marking your craft is 
acceptable as long as it includes owner name and contact information (e.g. 
phone number).  A survey of the 51 personal craft currently stored on KSC 
property was conducted on October 1, 2021. Twenty five of the 51 craft are 
still lacking any type of identifying information. Provided below is a 
description of the boats still needing to be tagged. Any boats untagged on 
November 1st will be tagged as abandoned and will be disposed of if not 
claimed within 90 days. If you own one of the listed boats please tag as 
required. You can also remove your craft from club property but are still 
strongly encouraged to tag them since this is a recommendation by the US 
Coast Guard as an aid in search and rescue measures if a craft were found 
abandoned on the lake. 

Type Make/Model Color Location
Kayak Pungo Classic Yellow Kayak Rack 

LakesideKayak Pungo Classic Yellow Kayak Rack 
LakesideKayak Dagger Halifax Red/Green Kayak Rack 
LakesideCanoe Mad River Green Kayak Rack 
LakesideKayak Wave Orange Kayak Rack 
LakesideKayak Lifeline Red Kayak Rack 
LakesideKayak Perception 

Prodigy 10
Red Kayak Rack 

LakesideKayak Fusion 124 Yellow Kayak Rack 
LakesideKayak Jeti White Kayak Rack 
parking lot side

SUP 
(Paddle 
Board)

Hydro Force One Blue/white Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Cabrinha Red/White Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Mistral White Under Main 
Deck North side



Sail Board Power Glide 280 Red/White/
Blue

Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Hobie Alpha 215 White Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Mistral Red/White/
Blue

Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Indeterminant White Under Main 
Deck North side

SUP SUPUSA White Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Indeterminant White w/ red 
trim

Under Main 
Deck North side

SUP Big Surf Yellow Under Main 
Deck North side

SUP Big Surf Yellow Under Main 
Deck North side

Sail Board Indeterminant White Under Main 
Deck North side

Kayak Wave Lime Green Under Main 
Deck lake side

Kayak Coast 100 Orange/
White

Under Main 
Deck lake side

SUP Free Flow 
(inflatable)

Black/
White/Grey

Under Main 
Deck lake side

SUP Indeterminant White/
Yellow

Under Main 
Deck lake side



A Message from the Dock Master 

 Hello fellow sailors! This year has certainly seen it’s growing pains as we’ve 
updated our records to digital formatting during our ‘Dockumentation’ Project.   I 
would love to say our project is completed but there are still gaps in the documents 
that we need from EVERY renter at KSC.  
If you have not submitted a new rental agreement AND a copy of your 
insurance declarations page in 2021, then we still need you to do so, even if 
you have sent one in the previous years. 
  
In March 2021,  the Operating Policy was updated to include a fine of $100 per 
month for anyone who does not submit a copy of their insurance declarations 
starting January 1, 2022.   Every renter, in the water or on the land must, 
show proof of insurance ( $300,000 Combined Single Limit Liability )  You 
do not have to carry full coverage on your boats, that part is up to you. A year’s 
insurance should run you roughly around $200.00.   
  
The requirement of insurance is not a new policy at KSC and has been in the 
Operating Policy for a number of years. 
  
Beginning in November, I will be adding a document to the Member’s Section of the 
KSC Website that will be updated as documents come in.  For simplicity sake, it will 
only show Slip Numbers, and what documents are still needed.    
  
The full rental package is also available online in the KSC Member’s Section.   You 
may drop these off in the mail slot of the KSC Clubhouse Office,  email them to me 
directly at kscslips@yahoo.com, or mail them to the Clubhouse at Keowee Sailing 
Club,  ATTN: Dock Master, PO Box 353, Seneca, SC  29679. 
  
I appreciate everyone who has already turned these in this year and the help from 
the Dock Team volunteers that has made this project go as smoothly as it has 
already. 
  
I hope everyone has a great final quarter of the year! 
Matt Davis 
Dock Master 

mailto:kscslips@yahoo.com


Commodore’s Corner  

A Warmhearted KSC Welcome 

Our sailing club is hosting its annual Turkey Shoot Regatta this weekend! 
Traditionally KSC holds two open regattas each year. Because of our altered 
schedule last year, neither the Keowee Cup nor the Turkey Shoot regattas could 
be sponsored. This year we were delighted to be able to enjoy the Keowee Cup but 
as a member-only event. 
Turkey Shoot is a particularly exciting prospect this weekend because it is an open 
regattas once again. For our non-racing cruising members, this means that sailors 
from outside our club have been invited to participate —- and a number will be 
attending! Of course, we want to show our club in its best possible light. 
Please be particularly aware of keeping our premises in good shape. It is good 
practice for anytime you use the club, but is especially important when guests are 
present. Dispose of your trash and clean up any messes on tables or in the kitchen. 
Even if you see mess that is not yours, it doesn’t hurt to attend to it. A little attention 
helps the regatta planners. Pitch in and help the Events volunteers wherever you 
can. 
Be aware that a large number of boats and crews will be sharing the facilities with 
you. You still have full use of club premises, but more people than usual will be on 
site. Be patient and take your turn in confined spaces. 
Be welcoming to all you see. I routinely see people at the club I don’t recall meeting. 
A perfect time to smile and introduce yourself. You may find you are greeting 
someone who has been a member longer than you have — what a wonderful 
opportunity to make a new acquaintance! You may strike up a conversation with a 
member from another club with an unfamiliar but interesting boat — a perfect 
time to chat and learn about something new. 
I know the goal of this membership is fundamentally welcoming. I am confident 
that this will be a wonderful weekend for Keowee Sailing Club. 
ENJOY THE VOYAGE! 



ONE SCARY 

NIGHT SAIL 

By Ed Stoll 

 Ask any old sea dog and they will tell you "Never cross the Gulf Stream 

with the wind out of the North". Its 3-knot current flows like a giant river, 

funneling up through the Strait of Florida and curving in a gradual arc that 

separates Florida from Cuba and the Bahamas. Formidable enough in fair 

weather, it can become treacherous when a north wind pushes against that 

current and creates a 

maelstrom of troubled seas. 

To be aware of a hazard is one 

thing; to experience it is a 

lesson one hopes to survive.  

In a pre-GPS era, we had only 

our wits and nascent 

navigational technology to find 

our way across it. 

 It was an hour past 

sundown and our 26-ft sloop 

was fifteen miles west of Gun 

Honeymoon Harbour, Gun Cay, Bahamas  On 
the Eastern Edge of the Gulf Stream 



Cay, sailing west across the Gulf Stream. Already three hours into a 55-mile 

overnight crossing from the Bahamas to Miami our course heading put us on 

a broad reach in 20 knot northeasterly winds. Suddenly the wind increased, 

forcing a headsail change from the working jib to a smaller storm jib.  It was a 

chore, crawling up to the bow to wrestle with the sails as steep waves rolled 

under the hull from just aft of the beam.  The main was already reefed.  

Increasing wind gusts above 30 knots magnified the threat of a dangerous 

broach due to excessive weather helm while surfing downwind in huge seas.  

Concerned that the rudder post of our skegless spade rudder might snap in 

half, the main sail was dropped entirely and lashed to the boom.  With just the 

storm jib pulling the boat at hull speed, the helm was easier to control.  

Constantly looking astern to anticipate the worst waves, it was difficult to 

discern which was more frightening, the crests breaking on the 15-ft 

quartering seas or the manic dance of our dinghy.  Tied to our stern at the end 

of its 50-ft tether, the small fiberglass boat would surf ahead with amazing 

speed, climbing high above our stern railing as if it had every intention of 

landing squarely in the cockpit.  The monochromatic moonlight illuminated 

the white fiberglass of our boat deck, surrounded by the white foam of waves 

breaking all around us.  It was 9-o'clock at night and we still had forty miles of 

sailing ahead of us to reach Miami. 

Our voyage had begun three months earlier, crossing from Key Largo to Gun 

Cay, heading east.  As neophyte liveaboard cruisers our sojourn took us to 

most of the "out islands" of the Bahamas.  Living on a shoestring budget we 

had learned to live on lobster, conch, and fish that the sea provided.  Making 

several overnight passages in open water between the islands taught us 

much about our boat and ourselves.  Dragging anchor on numerous stormy 

nights had illuminated the prominent role that sleep deprivation plays in this 

lifestyle.  Now it was time for us to head back to Key Largo to tie up in a 

marina for the winter months and to find work during the tourist season.  The 

past three days were spent anchored in Honeymoon Harbor on the north end 

of Gun Cay, waiting on the eastern edge of the Gulf Stream.  We were anxious 

to make a quick crossing to Miami and get back down to the Florida Keys. 



 By midnight, we were in the middle of the Gulf Stream.  Incredibly, the 

lively sea had grown in height and confusion.  If the signal from our depth 

sounder could have reached the bottom, it would have told us we were in 

2700 feet of water.  As far as large commercial shipping was concerned, we 

wouldn't see a freighter until it was right on top of us.  Our present danger was 

the rogue waves that would occasionally break over the stern and fill the 

cockpit.  The companionway boards kept the sea out of the cabin but it took 

a few minutes for the scupper drains to empty the cockpit. Each dousing left 

us with the taste of salt on our lips.  It was imperative to keep the boat moving 

in sync with the waves.  The wind speed dropped a notch, so we raised the 

reefed mainsail.  Our electronics confirmed that our track was staying on the 

rhumbline.  Way before the age of convenient GPS navigation, we had to rely 

on Loran and RDF electronics.  A Loran receiver is used to plot a fix, based on 

the time difference of signals received from known land transmitters.  This 

requires tedious interpolation between faint colored lines that overlay a Loran 

chart at various angles, a frustrating chore on a chart table moving up and 

down at sea.  Based on the intersection of three separate Loran signals our 

positional margin of error was a 2-mile-sided triangle drawn on the chart.  It 

marginally agreed with dead reckoning calculations.   We were making 

fantastic progress.  And then a new fear emerged: the 

danger of a lee shore.   Hurtling toward a pre-dawn 

rendezvous with the entrance to Government Cut at the 

Port of Miami, would these towering waves eventually pile 

into dangerous surf in the shallow water near a lee shore?  

But right now, our hands were full with just sailing the boat.  

Our focus was on the sea around us and not some future 

calamity. 

Rising on the crest of each new wave, an array of twinkling 

lights began to spread out along the Florida coastline.  

Locating the red and green lights of the channel markers 

into Government Cut would be like finding a needle in the haystack of the 

Miami skyline. In the early morning hours, our Radio Direction Finder (RDF) 

Radio Direction Finder (RDF)



was useful in pinpointing the desired heading.  As its name would suggest, an 

RDF is used to find the compass bearing to a radio source.  It is basically a 

battery-operated radio receiver that you tune to the frequency of a charted 

transmitting tower or aid to navigation.  On top of the RDF is a large ferrite bar 

antenna that you rotate by hand until you reach a null point for the signal 

when the bar is perpendicular to the direction of the signal.  There is a 

compass rose stamped on the top of the unit around the rotating dial.  

Fortunately for us, the Government Cut channel entrance at that time had a 

low frequency RDF transmitter sending out the Morse code letter "U", dot-

dot-dash, at 322 kHz.  Once our RDF was tuned to that frequency, the 

antenna bar was rotated until the signal faded to null.  By keeping our course 

adjusted to that bearing of the RDF signal, the boat sailed straight for Miami.   

About five miles from the Florida coast something amazing happened.  

Coming out of the western edge of the Gulf Stream the waves diminished 

significantly.  Within thirty minutes the winds had dropped to less than 10 

knots with only 3-ft seas.  The forward horizon line was a blur of thousands of 

bright lights.  The reef was shaken out of the main sail and the storm jib was 

replaced by a 150 genoa.  Now under the influence of a land breeze, we had to 

contend with a light westerly wind.  In the span of less than an hour, conditions 

had changed from a white-knuckle romp in confused seas to a comparatively 

gentle close reach.  Sailors in Florida coastal anchorages waiting for favorable 

weather to cross to the Bahamas had no indication of the offshore conditions 

that awaited them just five miles offshore.  Hard on the wind now, we were 

holding the course to the most seaward buoy marking the channel.   

Once we arrived at Government Cut the course up the channel was dead to 

windward.  We short-tacked several times, beating our way up to the jetties.  

By now our progress was being hindered by an ebbing tidal current.  Crossing 

my fingers for luck, I hit the starter button on the 7.5-HP outboard.  With the 

beam of a flashlight shining on the stream of water coming out of the cooling 

system, the throttle was cautiously increased to 1/3 of maximum speed.  

Motoring down to Gun Cay from Bimini earlier in the week, the engine water 

pump had quit working.  After tinkering with the engine while anchored at Gun 



Cay it was determined that the water pump still functioned at low engine 

rpms.  But as the throttle was increased to normal cruising speed the water 

pump impeller would stop pumping out a stream of water.  Over the past 

three months the impeller had been replaced twice and there were no more 

spares.  I figured that the brass bushing inside the rubber impeller had 

somehow worn so that at higher RPMs the bushing would slip. We had to go 

with what we had, using the engine only for docking in light air.  Consequently, 

we needed a consistently favorable sailing 

wind to take us to Miami.  Our mistake was 

jumping off in an east wind that had a 

northerly component. 

 It was an ethereal experience as we 

tip toed against the current, past the row of 

mammoth cruise ships slumbering 

alongside Dodge Island pier.  After a long 

night of loud wind and sea noise our voices 

now came in whispers.  In the stunning 

silence of five o'clock in the morning, we 

nudged the hull up against the sea wall in 

the heart of downtown Miami.  From a 

nearby phone booth, I dialed the toll-free 

U.S. Customs number and reported our 

arrival.  Thirty minutes later dawn was 

breaking as we were sailing south under the Rickenbacker Causeway.  

Leaving behind the sound of early morning traffic, our little sloop was ghosting 

under spinnaker into Biscayne Bay, heading for the Keys.  

   



TOYS FOR KIDS Event  
by Amy Lowry 

  
The KSC will once again be participating in a toy drive to provide gifts 
for local children for the holidays. The Oconee County Foster Parents 
Association working in partnership with the Oconee DSS will 
coordinate with the families who are involved with their organizations 
to ensure these families have a great Christmas. 
If you would like to participate we will have a donation box in the club 
from Monday, October 11 - Saturday, Nov. 27th where you can drop off 
your toys. They have asked us to follow a few guidelines when buying 
the gifts for the children: 
• No weapons of any kind or action/army figures with weapons. 
• No stuffed animals as the materials they are made from may 
trigger asthma attacks. 
• Please do not wrap gifts, however donations of wrapping materials 
are appreciated. 
If you would rather make a cash donation you can write a check 
payable to Oconee County DSS (specify Client Christmas Donations on 
the memo line) and they will do the shopping. The donations are tax 
deductible and you will receive a receipt after the first of the year. 
Checks can be mailed to Oconee Dept. of Social Services Attn: Tiffany 
Brock, 223A Kenneth St. Walhalla, SC 29691. 
Thanks again for helping out Oconee County's children! I know they 
appreciate our donations whether you are a shopper or check writer. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

            

October 22 - KSC Turkey Shoot Open Regatta 
October 23 - KSC Turkey Shoot Open Regatta    
October 30 - 2nd 2022 Budget Review MTG. @ 10am. 
                - Fright Series Race #6 @ 1pm 
November 6 -Finance Review of 2022 Budget MTG. @ 10am. 
        -  KSC Keelboat Championship    
November 7 - KSC Keelboat Championship 
November 13 -KSC Holiday Distance Race #4 

November 20 - KSC B.O.S. Mtg @ 10am 
          -Frostbite Series Race #1 @ 1pm                  
November 25 - Thanksgiving Day Potluck     
December 4 - Frostbite Series Race #2 @ 1pm 
December 18 - Frostbite Series Race #3 @ 1pm  


