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INSIDE:

•  Sail Camp 2021
•  Paddling Safety   
•  Are you Somebody?

Yes sailors, we are doing it and we are doing it big!  Saturday July 3rd, 
starting at 1pm, we will be celebrating Independence Day.  There will be 
fun for all!
 
First let’s do some sailing!  Sunfishes will be awaiting you on the beach for 
a fun-filled relay race for kids and adults. Bring your own team of 3 or 4, 
or we can add you to a team. And there will be a holiday distance race.  
On shore meetings for both the distance race and sunfish rally will be at 
1:00 in the pavillion.
 
A 25-foot slippery slide will be open starting at 1:00, plus a kids area set 
up with adult supervision. There will be lots of kids games (see calendar 
on last page!) The Adult/Teen corn hole competition will start at 4:30.
 
The event I am particularly looking forward to is the Apple Pie contest. 
Bakers: it will be judged (at 6:30) by everyone who gets a sample. Each 
baker will have a number on their sample(s). So the more pies you bake, the 
more samples there are, and the more chances to be the winner. Also, for us 
pie lovers, the more to eat! (Judging results will be announced at 7:00.)
 
Dinner will be around 6:00; we will be grilling burgers, brats and dogs 
with all the fixings and more, along with beer, wine, soda, water and 
lemonade. 

KSC July 4th celebration! 
by Leslee Hiller   
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Fourth of July and Beyond! 
Our KSC events are back! Events coordinator Leslee Hiller 
has planned a traditional Fourth of July cookout for Saturday, 
July 3, 2021 —- well, traditional and then some! 

In addition to the usual Long Distance Race, there are plans 
for land-based games and a whole children’s area with 
a special surprise. For those who missed out on the fun  
—  (and squirt gun) — filled Flag Quest event in early June, Leslee promises there are 
still flags if sailors want to “Quest” again. Please be sure to read her KSC emails in the 
coming weeks to learn more details.

You need to know that there is a secret behind these big events. Leslee cannot make 
them successful all by herself! As a matter of fact, it will take lots of members to help 
everything go smoothly. Here’s another secret —- the more people who help, the less 
each person has to do. With a membership the size of Keowee Sailing Club, each 
volunteer can be of tremendous help and still have plenty of time to enjoy the event.

Of course this “secret” extends to everything at the sailing club. If each club member 
takes on a project for a Committee Chair, the work will get done more easily and quickly, 
so there is time for each of us to have fun when we are at the club we enjoy so much. 

There are so many different ways to contribute that most members find great satisfaction 
and rapport while sharing favorite activities or trying new experiences. Make a mid-year 
resolution and lend a hand!

KSC was formed as a “Self Help Club” — a term we still use. Originally, “self” referred 
to our club fellowship and “help” was what the members contributed to make KSC the 
best it could be for us all. That meaning may have been lost for some members but if 
we assume that “our dues cover everything and the upkeep takes care of itself,” then 
how is the upkeep getting done? Find out how you can be part of that support the club 
deserves.

LET’S GET UNDERWAY!
 
Jan Cook

Corner
Commodore’s



The first three weeks of Junior Sail Camp have been completed with glowing 
reviews, and the thanks of our new sailors. Liz Keenan and Jean Marie Dolenc 
worked tirelessly on the planning so vital to this kind of endeavor. 

Liz is proud to have included over 50 volunteers — and many of these individuals 
worked more than one camp session! This is how we get things done at KSC!   
More photos on next page.

Sail Camp 2021 
Creating New Sailors!    
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During a recent Ladies of the Lake meeting, a 
member of the local US Coast Guard (USCG) 
Flotilla made a presentation on how to safely use 
your kayak, canoe and/or Paddle Board (herein 
collectively referred to as paddle craft). Since we have 
approximately 50 personal paddle craft stored at the 
club, I wanted to share the measures recommended 
by the Coast Guard to provide for a safe day on the 
lake:

• Always wear a USCG approved life jacket
• An appropriate leash should be attached to your 

SUP/Kayak paddle
• Paddle sober and smart (ensure someone knows 

you are on the lake and your planned route)
• Stay clear of all other vessels (50’ minimum 

separation)
• Dress for immersion, not air temperature 

(Specifically use wicking type clothing to minimize 
the overcooling of your body during cooler weather 
and efficient cooling during warmer weather.)

• Know weather forecast before launching your craft
• Always carry a warning whistle and a light if you plan 

on night use
• Ensure your vessel includes a sticker or tag with 

visible contact information
• Carry a waterproof VHF radio tuned to channel 

16 (Cell phone may be your backup but not your 
primary device for requesting help)

• Be aware of any local hazards
• Education on proper paddling and vessel recovery 

techniques is a must.

Are you a Safe Paddler? 
by Terry Patterson

The USCG officer finished his discussion with a 
special plea for all paddlers to include some form of 
contact information their craft. Contact information 
should provide the owner’s name with primary and 
backup phone numbers. 

By USCG procedure, if an unmanned Kayak, Canoe 
or Paddle Board is found on the lake, a search and 
rescue effort is required. Having visible contact 
information on the craft could significantly aide the 
ability of the USCG to assess where to focus their 
rescue efforts and in the best case allow them to 
avoid expending their resources on an unneeded 
search effort.

In response to the USCG guidance, our Board of 
Stewards is pursuing a change to the Operating 
Policy to require any personal paddle craft stored 
on club property be tagged with contact information 
consisting of owner’s name and contact phone 
numbers. 

The Safety Committee Chair is in the process of 
obtaining USCG- created contact information stickers 
that will be made available to each member with a 
stored craft on club property. 

Any questions can be directed to  
Terry Patterson at  
terry908@att.net or phone 864-784-0478.
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Be Somebody
by Vice Commodore Hank Goodman

For many years I have heard of the 80/20 rule in reference to how 
clubs and organizations work. This is 80% of the members enjoy 
the involvement and work that 20% of the members do to keep the 
organization operating. 

I’m afraid at KSC we have fallen below 
that set of numbers. Keowee Sailing Club, 
in its incorporation papers, states it is 
a self-help club to promote the sport of sailing.  
This has been, and will have to be, the way we  
operate or we would have to dissolve our club.

At this time I am afraid we are in the 95/5 category.   
Self-help is our backbone, and the thing that has  
made this club successful and enjoyable.  
 
We are now having trouble finding volunteers to work  
with many of the committees that keep the club  
running or just keep the fun events going. 

We ask provisional members to give 12 hours of work credit,  
and allow full members to get up to 40 hours of credit.  
That’s not much to ask for the great club and wonderful  
facilities we have. 

I’ll break it down  -- ¾ of an hour a week for the year 
or 3 1/3 hours a month for the year. We aren’t asking anyone to give 
up their holiday or special time, but ask you to work it in when you 
have a bit of time.

Years ago, one of our Commodores had a great idea, when a 
member said SOMEBODY should fix or take care of that, he handed 
them a coozie that said, I AM SOMEBODY.
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 On Sunday June 27th a hands-on show 
and sail session about the MC Scow 
was presented by KSC Sailors Kyran 
Dowling, Rod Andrew and Kirk Elliot to an 
enthusiastic group of KSC Club Members.   

After an educational briefing on the MC 
Scow, participants got to try their hands 
at sailing the spirited MCScows.  

Mother Nature must have approved 
because the wind was perfect for the 
lake.  

Thanks to the MC Scow sailors for taking 
the time to share their knowledge and 
boats for a wonderful Sunday Afternoon.  

Stay tuned for further show and sail 
sessions in the near future.

For further information on the MC Scow 
contact Kyran Dowling or any of the other 
MCScow owners.  
 
Contact: Kyran Dowling,  
dowlingkyran@gmail.com

About the MC Scow
by Kyran Dowling
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Changes in the 
Waterline Team
by Phil Cook

Waterline’ s Publisher and Layout Designer 
Susan Brier has announced her intent to step 
down ASAP after performing this critical KSC 
function for seven years.  

During this era, Susan was responsible for the creation of more than 
80 editions of Waterline.

In this position, Susan designed the pages and imagery, wrote 
headlines, and integrated photographs to make each edition come 
to life. Susan also ensured that the content in each edition was 
accurate.  
 
Susan has offered to work with the next Waterline Publisher/Layout 
Designer to ensure a smooth transition.

I am deeply grateful to Susan for her dedication and devotion to the 
Waterline. She made my job as Waterline Editor very enjoyable.  
On behalf of the entire membership, I thank Susan Brier for her 
passion to make it right! I look forward to working with the next KSC 
Publisher/Designer to keep the presses rolling on KSC Waterline.

ALL interested KSC members are urged to contact Susan for more 
details on the position. Email her at susan@writedesign.com or call 
(203) 241-0053.
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Fair Winds & Following Seas,
Rod Hamilton
SENECA, SC - Rodney Lee Hamilton, 80, passed away peacefully 
in his sleep Friday May 21 after a brief illness. Rod (please don’t 
call me Rodney) was born in Covington Kentucky on November 
14, 1940 to the late Edwin L. Hamilton and Mayce Underhill 
Hamilton. 

After graduating from the University of Kentucky, where Rod was 
a proud member of the Sigma Chi fraternity, career moves took him to Louisville, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, and Deep Creek Lake Maryland. He spent 20 years at Sears, working his way up 
to a senior management position. From there he was recruited to a top position at Montgomery 
Ward and later became Vice President of GNC. In 1988 he left the corporate world and started 
his own business, where he partnered with his wife Sharon in various endeavors. 

Rod worked hard and played hard. He always managed to find a lake home wherever he lived 
which was always open to friends and family. There was seldom a weekend when there wasn’t a 
houseful of guests. Those times created the best memories of his life. In 2005 he retired to Lake 
Keowee, loving the warm climate and vowing never to go north of the Mason Dixon line again. 

He is survived by Sharon, his wife of 38 years, three daughters - Kristi (Jon) Nykamp of 
Mekelle, Ethiopia, Amy (Paul) Caimano of Chapin, SC, and Carey Hamilton of Salt Lake City, 
UT. He was also blessed with 7 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren who affectionately 
called him Grandpa Hamo. In addition to his parents, Rod was preceded in death by his brother 
Jack Hamilton and his sister Mayce Buckner. 

A memorial service and celebration of life is planned for Friday, August 27, 2021 at 10:30 AM at 
The Biggerstaff Retreat Center, 398 Biggerstaff Road, Seneca, SC 29672. 

All are welcome to join family and friends for lunch following the service, where we can raise a 
toast to Rod. 

Located on the shores of Lake Keowee. It may be hot so feel free to dress accordingly. 
For more details you may contact Sharon Hamilton, sharonhamilton55@bellsouth.net 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in his memory to Habitat for Humanity,  
Fox’s Nest No Kill shelter www.arfsc.homestead.com, or the charity of your choice. 
____________________________________________________________________

Memorial Service for Jane Polk
Date:  July 31, 2021, Time:  11:00am, Location: Fort Hill Presbyterian Church



         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

July  1 Thur 5:30  Thursday Evening Race
 3 Sat    July 4th Independence Day Event  
   1:00   Holiday Distance Race/Sunfish Rally  
   1:30  Kids’ Beach Games begin  
     (bucket dash, watermelon football,  
     tug of war, water balloon toss, and more)
   4:30  Adult/Teen Cornhole competition
   6:00  July 4th Dinner
   6:30  Pie Contest judging (results at 7:00)
 8 Thur 5:30  Thursday Evening Race
 10 Sat 12:30  Youth Race #1
 15 Thur 5:30  Thursday Evening Race
 17 Sat 10:00  KSC Board of Stewards Meeting
                 12:30  Youth Race #2 
   1:30  Simmer Series #4
 22 Thur 5:30  Thursday Evening Race
 24 Sat 1:30  Simmer Series #5
 25 Sun   KSC PIRATES DAY
 29 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race

How to create  
sailing’s future.... 
from Sail Camp, week 2


