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INSIDE:

• Flag Day Fun Sailing Event  
  June 5
• Burgees Across the Pond  
• Around Alone Race Results

With a fleet of 25 boats, the 2021 Keowee Cup Regatta  
    was executed beautifully by an elite race committee  
 and PRO Jake Kohl.   
  Race results, photos, and more begin on page 3
 

   Keowee Cup, 2021   
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Time to Get the Racing Bug! 
Last weekend the Race/Regatta and the Events Committees hosted a 
glorious Keowee Cup Regatta!

The weather was great. Sunny and 
warm with a nice wind (ok, flukey but 
wonderful nevertheless!) The PRO 
(Jake Kohl) and his Race Committee 
held a long-distance race for the Rec 
Fleet and also one for the PHRF A 
Boats on each of the two days. The 
buoy racers (Flying Scots and MC 
Scows) enjoyed three races each day 
—- plenty of hard fought competition 
for all skippers involved!

Leslee Hiller and her hard working 
team chose relaxed meals for each day. Her choices were delightful! What 
goes better with beer than pizza and hot dogs? The committee provided 
delicious side dishes, of course, but most importantly —- strawberry 
shortcake for dessert!

You can find the final results for all the fleets in more official articles.  
The best result I have to report is the pride of the gathered racers to receive 
acknowledgement of their achievements and the excitement displayed to 
honor all those who won — this time around! There is always a next time  
and I can’t wait!

If racing is new to you, give it a try. 

TRIM YOUR SAILS!

Jan Cook

Corner
Commodore’s



Report from Keowee Cup
by Kirk Elliott

A return to “normal” is going to be progressive. 
This year we saw our first steps in that 
direction. The annual Keowee Cup regatta 
returned after a COVID-19 cancellation in 
2020. I think our sailors are sensing the return 
to normal, along with penned up frustration. 
Twenty-five boats competed this year with a 
visitor from Alabama joining the fun.

We will get to the racing 
next, but I want to say 
how nice it was to have 
our competitors and 
race committee on the 
pavilion deck enjoying 
a wonderful pizza party. 
The pizza and baked ziti 
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were superb. Thanks to Leslee Hiller and her 
team for organizing. It had a feeling we are 
getting through this ugly period and on to a  
new era. 

With 25 boats, we ended up with 5 classes. 
Jake Kohl agreed to be our PRO and did a 
fantastic job managing all the different fleets 
and starts/finishes. He had an excellent and 
experienced crew helping out on the mark 
and rescue boats. It was good to see the 
Stricklands (David and Robyn) at the club after 
more than a year. Thanks to all the RC crew.  
It doesn’t happen without them.

Sailing had its challenges, but we did manage 
to find some wind. Jake managed a distance 
race each day for the PHRF A, Multihull and 
Recreation Fleets. At the same time managing 
three races each day for the Flying Scot and 
Open Dinghy fleets. BTW, the Open Dinghy 
fleet this year was actually the MC Scow fleet. 
The MC Scows haven’t had a fleet in many 
years.

Below are the results from the 2021 Keowee 
Cup. Thanks to all the competitors for attending!
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“Flag Day Fun Sailing Event”at KSC 
by Leslee Hiller

Mark your calendars for 
Saturday June 5th and come 
enjoy a relaxing fun day 
sailing the lake in a quest for 
YOUR flags.

Each boat or team of boats 
will be assigned a series of 
flags to find somewhere on 
the lake. No two flags are 
alike so don’t get the wrong 
flag!

Full set of rules will be 
distributed at the 1:00 PM 
organizational meeting in the 
Pavilion on the 5th.  
Your quest will start around 
1:45 PM.

A catered barbecue dinner 
will follow the quest for all who participate, with a special treat for those that 
“complete” their quest.

A pre-registration email will be sent to everyone at the end of May.  
Be sure to pre-register or you may not have a meal.
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At the end of 
February, 2020, 
one of our three 
daughters (Alyssa) 
and I travelled 
to Ireland to 
visit family. I am 
first generation 
American. Our 
three daughters 
and I are dual 
citizens with 
Ireland. It was time 
for a return visit to 
the ol’ sod as all 
of my aunts and 
uncles are 90 or older!   
 
On the day we landed in Dublin, the first case 
of Covid–19 was reported. Fortunately, the 

An Exchange of Burgees Across the Pond
by Kyran Dowling

early restrictions did 
not severely limit 
our reuniting with 
family. We had a 
great time catching 
up with aunts, uncles 
and cousins. Our 
journey took us to the 
Isle of Man, Dublin, 
Waterford, Dungarvan 
and Cork.  
 
While in the Cork 
area we took a day 
trip to the Royal Cork 
Yacht Club (RCYC) 

in Crosshaven on the Owenabue River. Cork 
Harbour has a particular significance for me as 
my mother left by ship for America from Cobh, 
Ireland in 1952. 

Continued on next page

Our KSC Burgee in Ireland



The day we visited Crosshaven was very 
typical March Irish weather, raining sideways 
and about 50 degrees Fahrenheit. I found 
the RCYC club office and showed Angela 
(the boss) my KSC membership card — we 
were welcomed like old friends!  Angela was 
a superb tour guide even relating how Walt 
Disney used to dock his yachts at the RCYC.  

While admiring all the burgees displayed from 
around the world, I came across our own KSC 
flag amongst them! I was impressed but Angela 
just shrugged and said it was not uncommon 
for RCYC to have our club’s burgee as it has 
been there for over 300 years! 

Last summer was supposed to be their 300th 
year celebration with many international dinghy 
and large boat races, a number of which would 
be sponsored by Rolex. Covid unfortunately 
changed this plan.

Alas, I digress. How did our KSC 
burgee end up at the RCYC?  

Well, after returning home, I told the story 
to Doug French and he immediately knew 
the answer. As the story goes, David Smith 
and his brother Andrew sailed in the Royal 
Torbay Yacht Club’s biennial Triangle race 
in 2002 and 2004. This offshore event has 
three legs starting with Torquay England to 
Crosshaven Ireland. Then the mariners race 
from Crosshaven to Treguier France (northern 
Brittany), and finally back to Torquay. 

This odyssey has been well documented by 
David Smith in the Waterline in 2002 and 2004. 
Thanks to Phil Cook for finding the articles for 
me. According to David, he and his brother 
Andrew fared much better the second go 
around earning a second overall in class, first 
overall in the Treguier to Torquay section and 
were awarded the Ancient Mariner Trophy for 

Continued on next page
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the best finish 
for a crew with 
a combined 
age of over 
120 years!      
 
So as you may 
have surmised, 
David Smith 
is responsible 
for the KSC / 
RCYC burgee 
exchange. 
Quite a story!
 
Finally I think 
it would be 
appropriate 
to compare 
two such 
prestigious sailing clubs. First of all, RCYC is a 
bit older being founded in 1720 as opposed to 
1972. Hey, but age is not everything!   

The RCYC does have a greater rise and fall 
of tide (if you are into that kind of thing) with 
on average about a ten feet change twice per 
day. Lake Keowee does have level variations 

sometimes 
daily 
depending on 
how many air 
conditioners 
are running. 
Clearly KSC 
has it all over 
RCYC when 
it comes to 
weather, just 
check out the 
pictures! 

Lastly I 
definitely 
would give 
RCYC the 
bar edge — 
just look at 

that picture. I do so move that the KSC Board 
take this under advisement.  
 
So, if you ever make it to Ireland, be sure you 
make time to visit the RCYC in Crosshaven. It’s 
quite a place! Just take out your KSC card and 
tell Angela that David Smith and I sent you!

JUNE SAIL CAMP PROTOCOLS 
by Jan Cook

During Sail Camp weeks in June, please be aware of the guidelines the 
campers are following and respect their space. 

If you are in close proximity indoors (in the clubhouse or restroom) a mask 
is appropriate and requested.

The Royal Cork Yacht Club (RCYC) burgee 
(with the harp), in our KSC clubhouse.



9

Around Alone
Eighteen boats came out for our first event of the year. An individual 
regatta designed to challenge the course and their skills by sailing 
their boats alone. Suffering through up and down winds, the 
sun always shined. Our PRO Hank Goodman set us a long and 
challenging course. The first day took our competitors to the coves  
at Keowee Key and back. The second day took our sailors up 
Crooked Creek and down to South Cove. A total of over 11 miles 
combined, they saw a lot of Lake Keowee.

After racing each day we provided some food and drink for  
our hardy solo sailors. Each day provided new stories of  
“favored side” and sailing into “holes.” It was a challenge  
for all, and some deciding the “fun” was not there.  

The results are as follows: 

D-PN Corinthian
1st Glenn Kats    Flying Scot
2nd Rod Andrew   MCScow
3rd Bruce Sampson  Thistle

PHRF Corinthian
1st John Gale   Tempest
2nd Bill Hurni   Capri 26
3rd Aaron Barnes  Capri 26

PHRF Non Corinthian
1st Terry Keene   J22
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Wet Workday!
April 24th was a very wet workday at Keowee Sailing Club.
Despite the inclement weather, a few brave souls ventured forth and worked like 
beavers to do as much as they possibly could given the conditions.

The Pavilion got a top to bottom cleaning including the wind curtains which had been 
used extensively during this past season.

The club sailboats also received a thorough cleaning to remove most of the built up 
layers of spring pollen, which was in abundance this spring.

To all who came and helped, thank you for making a difference!



Thanks to Kip and Hank Goodman and  
Kathy Sparks for filling in many of the current 
gaps of past Waterlines.  

The Goodmans provided Waterlines for 1997 
through 2000. Kathy Sparks provided 2013.  

Here are the remaining gaps:
2012, 
2011,
2001
All before 1997

Thanks to the Goodmans for providing me all 
of 1999 BOS Minutes.

I am still searching for BOS 
Minutes from:
2012,
2011,
2010
All before February 1996.
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Putting Together KSC Archives: 
Project Updates  
by Phil Cook

Waterline past edition project BOS Minutes from past years

Please contact me at remingtoncook53@gmail.com or 
937-726-1657 if you can help. 

Thanks in advance for your support!



         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

May  13 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race
 14-16 Fri, Sat, Sun   Grits & Haggis Flying Scot Regatta
 20 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race
 22 Sat 12:00  KSC Sunfish Saturday
 27 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race
 29 Sat 1:30pm Simmer Series #1 Race

June  3 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race
 5 Sat 1:00  Flag Day Fun Sailing Event/BBQ 
 7-9 Mon-Wed   Sailing Camp 1 - BASIC
 10 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race
 12 Sat 1:30  Simmer Series #2
 14-16 Mon-Wed   Sailing Camp 2 - BASIC
 17 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Race
 19 Sat 10:00am KSC Board of Stewards Meeting
                 Sat 12:00pm KSC Sunfish Saturda  

Keowee Cup, from shore


