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INSIDE:
• Cruising Under Sail - 
  The Tales You Will Hear
• Dock Refurbishment  
  Complete

Bob Graves, Captain of our Flying Scot Fleet 193, is announcing that after 
cancelling this event in 2020, they will be holding the 12th Annual Grits & Haggis 
Flying Scot regatta at the KSC on May 15-16. Glenn Kats will serve as the Regatta 
Chair along with Joe Hiller who is the Fleet’s new Treasurer.

In the past this regatta has drawn racers from not only our Club but from the entire 
Dixie Lakes District, with as many as 20+ boats on the starting line. Awards will be 
given to the top six finishers. Leslee Hiller will be making arrangements to feed all 
the participants in a COVID- safe environment.

KSC currently has a fleet of 19 Flying Scots. Owners 
range from family cruisers and day sailors to highly 
competitive racers. Scot owners: consider racing in this 
fun event. Other club members: contact Glenn Kats  
for volunteer opportunities.

Flying Scot 
GRITS AND HAGGIS REGATTA  
Set for May 15-16  
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Clearing the Way!
I hope you have noticed how many projects wrapped up in the past month.  
We are rapidly readying the club premises for more and more members to 
easily access the most important of our facilities.

The Dock Refurbishment team (led by Wes Legursky and assisted by many) 
has seen to the completion of Docks 2, 5 and 6. The planking on all of the 
docks except #4 has been replaced. (Stay tuned for 2022!) Some electrical 
issues were discovered in the process of removing dock lumber, but Jim Carr 
immediately addressed the situation and arranged for the needed repairs.   
That work will be finished as soon as possible. It is important so please  
be patient.

Tommy Davis and a crew of Grounds volunteers installed new parking blocks 
(on the newly compacted driveway) to help correct some driveway flow 
issues. We are asking members to park perpendicular to the blocks and pull 
all the way up. That way, boats being launched and retrieved on trailers will 
have plenty of room the pass between parked vehicles.

We have also renewed a sailing opportunity with the warmer weather — 
Thursday Night Sailing has returned! This was a big hit among our dinghy 
sailors last fall and has already had a great start for the spring. As the 
evenings stay light longer and the water warms, come down for a great 
sailing experience.

Although we may have to take small steps returning to the KSC we love, 
please take advantage of all the benefits we have. Adding your energy  
to these improvements helps us clear the way to the bright future within  
our grasp.

All Hands on Deck!

Jan Cook

Corner
Commodore’s
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Dock Refurbishment Completes
by Wes Legursky

Phase 2 of the Dock Refurbishment Project 
completed last week. Docks Two, Five and Six 
are now bright and shiny with new IPE decking. 
All club-moved boats have been returned 
home to their slips. Owner moves continue.
 
I want to acknowledge two groups of people 
who are KSC heroes. It would have been 
impossible to do this project without the 
members that moved their boats from their 
slips. This unselfish act allowed us to use 
those slips to move boats around and clear the 
docks for refurbishment. 

Some of the boats were hauled for repairs but 
many moved their boats to another location on 
the lake temporarily out of simple comradeship. 
Those heroes are:   
 Hank Goodman 
 Rick Harper
 Phil Cook
 Ron Blais
 Mark Halstead
 John Gale
 John O’Hara
 Jim Smith
 Ted Bisterfeld
 Frank Goldsmith 
 Terry Patterson. 

I am sure I am missing a few members and I 
apologize for not getting you on the list.

(Continued on the next page)
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The second group 
I affectionately 
think of as the 
“KSC Boat Moving 
Company.” The 
BMC worked 
diligently to move 
the boats around 
(and around).  

This was a difficult 
task that was 
accomplished with 
smiling faces, great 
skill and dogged 
determination. My 
gratitude is sincere 
and deeply felt. The 
Club owes these 
folks a great deal.  

The BMC members 
are:
Kevin Rylance 
John Wohlwend
John O’Hara 
Bob Mortensen  
Bill Blais  
Bill Casey  
Jan Cook 
Phil Cook  
Liz Copps 
Rob Copps  

This was the core group that was there every 
time I needed them; others showed up and 
helped out as well. A special Shout-Out goes to 
Ken Marsh and his Paddling Team. Yes, they 
moved three boats by paddling them around 
the Club! It was a great spectacle. And I again 
apologize for missing any members.

Next time you see these people, give them a 
pat on the back and a thank-you. Your docks 
could not have been done without them.   
They represent the very finest of the KSC  
“get-r-done” spirit.
 
Back to business. If anyone finds a problem 
with the work done on your slip, please give me 
a call. I will be coordinating these issues with 
Kroeger. Dock Four is due to be refurbished 
next year in Phase 3 – same Bat Time, same 
Bat Channel. Yes, I just dated myself, but so did 
you by understanding the reference!
 
Get down to your boats and sail them!
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Accessories Price List 

 
KSC License Plate   $15 ea 

            (Original & New Design) 
 

   Burgee      $20 ea 
 
   Gate Remote    $15 ea 
 
   Gate Card     $5 ea 
 

Cash or Check 
 

To purchase contact: 
Rebecca Cooper, Chair, Membership Committee 

(864) 313-4586 or 
kscmembers@keoweesailingclub.com 
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Photos from HRB #3, March 13, 2021
by Matt Davis and David Ruchala



(Continued on the next page)

Nancy and I were on our first bareboat 
charter to the Grenadines in Spring of 2000, 
sailing south from the Sunsail Charter base 
in Blue Lagoon on St. Vincent. After overnight 
stops at Canouan Island and the Tobago Cays 
we headed for Petit St. Vincent, or PSV. The 
most southern of the Grenadines belonging to 
St. Vincent, PSV is only the width of a channel 

7(Continued on the next page)

and an international boundary from Petit 
Martinique and Carriacou. Those two islands 
belong to Grenada.

It had been fifteen years since I last anchored 
off Petit St. Vincent when I had first discovered 
it to be one of the loveliest hidden gems of the 
Caribbean. Approaching PSV from the west, 

Cruising Under Sail –  
The Tales You Will Hear   
by Ed Stoll

You never know when or where  
you will hear an incredible sailing story.  

It is even more amazing  
when they turn out to actually be true!



you must first pass by tiny 
Mopian (below),  
a miniature speck of an 
isle poking up from a large 
submerged reef. It’s just big 
enough for a single thatch-
covered palapa. Years ago, 
a single palm tree grew 
on the island, but after a 
hurricane swept it away the 
umbrella shaped sunshade 
appeared. Photos of this 
idyllic castaway islet have 
adorned Caribbean travel 
calendars forever.
 
Arriving at Petit St. Vincent, 
we set our anchor in the 
white sand bottom of the 
small anchorage south of 
the island. Somewhat off the beaten path, it 
wasn’t surprising to have the anchorage to 
ourselves. But we were soon joined by a 42-ft 
seaworthy cruising yacht, flying a well-worn 
ensign showing a blue-and-white cross on a 
red field. She was a long way from Norway. 

(Continued on the next page)

Top, the path from PSV anchorage to the restaurant; bottom, Mopian, a castaway retreat

Her transom proclaimed 
her as “Hildring,” meaning 
“mirage” in her Nordic 
tongue.

Later that evening, first 
mate Nancy and I made 
our way onto the island 
by dinghy, having made 
reservations at the hilltop 
restaurant overlooking 
the anchorage. PSV is a 
private island, home to one  
of the most exquisite
boutique resorts in the 
Caribbean. Although
when its founders bought 
the 115-acre island
back in 1963, I doubt 
if they used the word 

“boutique.” Consisting of less than two dozen 
one- and two-bedroom bungalows scattered 
discreetly along the windward shore on its 
east end, the island remains mostly untouched 
by development. Next to the anchorage is an 
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open-air beach bar that 
caters to resort guests
and visiting yacht crews, 
who are welcomed
ashore but not permitted to 
wander around the
island. PSV is a secluded 
island that caters to
the rich and famous who 
value privacy. The
bungalows are tastefully 
disguised luxury villas,
surrounded by tropical 
vegetation and perched
on a slight bluff 
overlooking the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Each has its own beach 
with a view of turquoise 
waters, and the restful 
sound of the breaking 
offshore reef. The mood is 
that of being all alone in an island paradise.  
For room service there is no phone; you just 
run up a flag on the cart path. A butler will 
appear in a vintage Mini Moke to attend to 
your needs. If you are wondering how much all 
this costs, you can rent the entire island for a 
hundred thousand U.S. dollars. That’s for just 
one day.

In the evening darkness, 
the dimly lit restaurant set 
the mood for intimacy and 
intrigue. The center point 
of the establishment is an 
ancient stone-and-mortar 
sugar mill that has been 
converted into a climate-
controlled wine cellar, 
with probably the largest 
and most exclusive wine 
collection in the whole 
Caribbean. White table 
cloths and hurricane 
lamps fluttered in a fresh 
tropical breeze scented 
with frangipani. As we 
were enjoying our chef-
prepared, five-star dining 
experience, the Norwegian 
couple off “Hildring” entered 
and were seated nearby. 
They ordered their dinners 

in English with a strong Scandinavian accent. 
It was just the four of us in the “informal” 
dining area. Through dinner and wine, our 
conversations mingled and after dessert we 
were invited to join our harbor mates. Arve 
Johansson and Vera Sletto were eager to talk 
sailing and they had a story they wanted to tell.

Living in Oslo two years earlier, Vera and Arve, who had never owned a sailboat or even sailed 
before, decided to sail around the world. A year later, after several sailing courses and buying 
“Hildring,” they set off in May, 1999. Their self-reliance and Nordic tradition made up for lack of 
experience. To cross the Atlantic, they would make their way from Norway to the Canary Islands 
off the west coast of Africa, to join the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers. The ARC is an annual organized 
regatta of cruising and racing yachts for a west-bound crossing from Las Palmas on Gran Canaria 
to Rodney Bay on St. Lucia in the Windward Islands. Arriving early in Las Palmas to muster with 
the rest of the fleet, Vera and Arve decided one day to go out for a day sail. When they were just 
three nautical miles off Las Palmas, they spotted a person floating in the water. Tethered by a rope 
to an empty plastic jug for floatation, the 23-year-old man had been cast overboard three hours 
earlier. His name was Ousman, a native of Dakar who had stowed away on a Greek freighter that 



had docked in that Senegal port. He was later discovered at sea and locked away. Not wanting to 
deal with an undocumented passenger when the ship would eventually make port elsewhere, the 
captain had Ousman thrown overboard as the freighter passed near Las Palmas. There was a slim 
possibility that a local fishing boat might discover the cast-off stowaway. Just by chance and on 
the verge of hypothermia, he was rescued by Vera and Arve. But the really amazing thing was that 
Ousman is totally blind. His first words as he was being rescued were “Allahu Akbar,”
meaning “God is greater,” a Muslim expression of faith in a time of great joy.

As we moved on to a round of after-dinner 
drinks, Arve explained that they brought 
Ousman into Las Palmas and helped him deal 
with port authorities and clear all the hurdles of 
immigration. They even put him in touch with 
a wealthy Norwegian friend, who offered to 
become the young man’s benefactor. A tragic 

story with a happy ending. But not stopping 
there, the Norwegian couple resumed their 
saga. They sailed away from the Canary 
Islands on the 21st of November with the rest 
of the ARC fleet, heading across the Atlantic to 
the Windward Islands. Their tale continued.

The ARC fleet contained 236 yachts, but after two weeks at sea they were spread out across the 
ocean. Another Norwegian yacht, the “Jägermeister,” was not permitted to join the ARC because 
it wasn’t equipped to pass the ARC standards for an ocean passage but had decided to shadow 
the fleet anyway. In the early morning hours, during an uncontrolled gybe, the skipper, Petter 
Noreng, was struck in the head by the boom and knocked overboard. The yacht was flying a 
spinnaker and by the time the big sail was doused, the crew had lost sight of Petter. His head was 
bleeding, it was dark, and he was 700 miles east of the Windward Islands. The “Jägermeister” 
radioed their position to the ARC fleet and a search was organized among the ARC yachts in 
the area. Fortunately, Petter Noreng was conscious and had on his life jacket equipped with a 
whistle. Through the night he watched several vessels approach his position, coming within 300 
feet, but never seeing him or hearing the whistle. After 18 hours in the water, it was evening 
of the next day when Petter saw a vessel approaching. He decided to take off his bright yellow 
Hawaiian shirt and began to wave it. He blew his whistle as loud as his lungs would allow.  
The 42-ft Jeanneau sailboat saw the yellow shirt during its last search attempt, before squalls 
and night darkness descended. Exhausted, battered and cold, Petter Noreng was pulled aboard 
“Hildring.” Vera and Arve had made their second lifesaving rescue in less than a month. 
Vera nursed the wounded sailor who quickly recovered after his long ordeal. Petter was later 
transferred back aboard the “Jägermeister” and completed the Atlantic crossing. After Vera 
and Arve finished the ARC at Rodney Bay in St Lucia, they decided to investigate the Windward 
Islands, which brought them to Petit St. Vincent.
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It was quite late when the couple finished their compelling tale of 
fate and miraculous rescues. Vera said a strange word in
Norwegian, searching for its English equivalent. “Karma” said
 Arve. “Yah, we have much good ‘Karma’ now.” 

It was a magical evening spent with our new Norwegian friends, 
probably never to see them again as they sailed away to new 
adventures. That evening encounter reminded me of Joseph 
Conrad’s novella, “Youth,” in which Marlow, sitting around a
mahogany table reflecting the faces of friends who each have 
a bond with the sea, relates an amazing tale. His words create 
a progression of nautical images, periodically interrupted by a 
request to “Pass the bottle.” Marlow begins by saying “there are 
those voyages that seem ordered for the illustration of life, that 
might stand for a symbol of existence.” 

When Vera and Arve left Norway, they had wanted to sail around 
the world. Already they had accomplished much more than that.

At home, a couple months later, I read a short paragraph in the 
new issue of Cruising World about the Atlantic Rally for Cruisers 
rescue with only a couple sentences about Vera and Arve on 
“Hildring.” And there was no mention of their rescue of the 
Senegalese man in the Canary Islands. 

I imagined the modest couple probably wouldn’t mind and in 
fact were unaware of their nautical fame, as they were sailing 
somewhere in the Pacific Ocean by then. Having heard the 
“whole” story in their own words, I felt a special privilege to 
have spent an evening with them on Petit St. Vincent. After all, 
one of the more fulfilling reasons to go cruising is the people 
you meet along the way. During my years as a liveaboard 
sailor, I encountered fellow travelers with diverse backgrounds 
and experiences. They all shared in common the day-to-day 
challenges of living under sail. Each one had at least one 
incredible story to tell. Most accounts were harrowing interactions 
with Mother Nature. Some illustrated the good will of fellow sailors, 
like Vera and Arve. All of them were genuine. So next time you go 
cruising, maybe on a bareboat charter, don’t pass up a chance to 
hear an incredible tale. And pass the bottle!



         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

March 25 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Racing
 27  Sat  1:30pm HRB Series #4

April 1 Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Racing
  8   Thur   5:30pm Thursday Evening Racing
 10 Sat 1:30pm HRB Series #5
 15  Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Racing
 17 Sat 10:00am April KSC Board of Stewards Mtg.
   11:00am Around Alone Keowee Skipper’s Mtg.
 18 Sun TBD  Around Alone Keowee Day 2
 22  Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Racing
 24  Sat 9:00am KSC Workday
   12:00pm Sunfish Saturday
 29  Thur 5:30pm Thursday Evening Racing  

2019 G&H - demonstrating 
superior tactical windward 
mark rounding!


