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A Nod to Our KSC History: 
Working Together, Sailing Together

I am so hopeful as this year unfolds! Last year Keowee Sailing Club was able 
to provide a safe environment for the most important of our activities, thanks 
to innovative club members who worked tirelessly to keep KSC exciting and 
active. How lucky we were to sail, race and even have a few social events!  
This year we expect to have even more opportunities for our usual activities.  
It will probably not happen as soon as we wish, but we are a club of 
hardworking members who will plan activities as soon as it is safe to do so.

I have emphasized many times how much I value the history of Keowee Sailing 
Club. Learning about the goals and plans of the founding members, I definitely 
want to honor those ideals. We have to keep in mind that KSC has evolved 
since those early days. Our challenge is to apply those founding principles 
as we move forward. I believe we can do this and we have a strong Board of 
Stewards to help guide us.

Members working together made KSC the club we enjoy today. This idea was 
of vital importance in the beginning and continues to be critical. To that end,  
I am asking all Committee Chairs to ask for lots of involvement in their projects. 
Obviously this is a huge help for them, but just as importantly, I hope this sense 
of accomplishment will encourage more members to join in KSC leadership.

Finally, let’s sail! This founding purpose should be our most important goal. 
Take a chance on something new. Take advantage of the opportunities to learn 
to sail or to sail a new type of boat. Encourage the young members of your 
family to join summer Sail Training. Offer to crew for another member.  
Those big boats on the docks are rarely sailed solo and most owners welcome 
help. “Learn the ropes” of racing by volunteering for Race Committee. If you 
are looking to hone your skills, racing can be a fun way to improve.

Thank you all for providing me with the opportunity to serve you this year.  
I am excited to work for our Keowee Sailing Club.

Set Sail!
Jan Cook

Corner
Commodore’s
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All KSC members — Please read carefully.

2021 Dock Refurbishment Schedule  
by Wes Legursky

The refurbishment program for docks 
5,6 and 2 is about to begin. This article 
contains important information about the 
schedule and impacts on activities at KSC. 
Please direct all information and questions 
to me as Project Manager (PM) for KSC.   
Note that the cell phone number has 
changed since last year and that the email 
address changed a few days ago!   
It was very difficult to keep the KSC emails 
sorted with all my personal email. So please 
use the following for all communication 
regarding the dock refurbishment:

 Wes Legursky
  864-557-2720 (cell)
  KSCplanning@gmail.com

Last year we were unable to start until 
late March and this conflicted with many 
scheduled events and warmer weather.  
This year we are starting in late January so 
that the club can be back to normal (at least 
as far as the docks are concerned) when 
warm weather and good breezes arrive in 
early March. However, this earlier start is 
really compressing the timeline. I apologize 
for this but think a little scurrying now will 
pay off in the spring.

SCHEDULE:
KSC will begin moving boats on Wednesday 
January 20th. The contractor, Kroeger 
Marine, will begin work on dock 5 Monday 
morning, January 25th. They expect to take 
ten workdays to complete it, finishing on 

February 5th. KSC will move boats as soon 
as they complete the work on a dock.
 
Immediately, on Monday, February 8th, 
Kroeger will begin replacement of dock 
6 and will complete that part by February 
19th. And finally, replacement of dock 2 will 
begin on February 22nd and complete on 
March 5th.
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PROCESS:
While a dock is being 
worked on, it will 
be chained off and 
inaccessible. Kroeger 
cannot have members 
in the work area. 
They also will not 
have time to entertain 
suggestions – so 
please refrain from 
being helpful and let 
them work. 
 
Electricity may 
be unavailable to 
the construction 
docks during the 
entire construction 
period. Each dock 
will be de-powered 
before Kroeger begins 
working on it. The dock will be re-powered 
as soon as possible upon completion and 
acceptance of the dock by KSC.

BOAT MOVES:
The absolute most valuable thing a member 
can do during this process would be to 
take their boat out of the water and vacate 
their slip for use during all or a part of the 
project. This allows us to use those slips 
for boats that cannot be taken out and must 
stay in the water. Last year, over a dozen 
members did this and it meant that all boats 
had a spot and no rafting was required. This 
was CRITICAL to the project’s success last 
year. Please volunteer again and let me know 
as soon as possible when you can do it.   
I will coordinate where to store the  
boats if they remain on Club property.  
This space is very limited so any boat that 
can step the mast and move elsewhere 

The schedule summarized is:

1/20:    Initial boat moves start
1/25 to 2/5:    Refurbish dock FIVE
2/6 to 2/7:     Move boats
2/8 to 2/19:    Refurbish dock SIX
2/20 to 2/21:  Move boats
2/22 to 3/5:    Refurbish dock TWO
3/6 to 3/7:     Move boats
3/7 end of day:   Project completes

Last year we were able to cut several 
days out of the schedule and hope to do 
so again.  However, this is the project 
Schedule as of today.

will receive 
my undying 
gratitude. Not 
kidding!
 
Boats will be 
temporarily 
stored in vacant 
slips and on the 
three club docks:  
launch, work and 
guest. Owners 
wishing to move 
their boats into 
vacant slips 
before hand must 
contact me to get 
a temporary slip 
assignment. The 
launch, work and 
guest docks will 
be reserved for 

the dock team’s moving of boats, and will not 
be available for individual owners to move 
their boats. We plan on keeping the left (cove) 
side of the launch dock available for use 
during the project. 
 
It is essential to coordinate with me any 
owner-moved boat so that potential issues 
can be resolved. Owner-moved boats must 
also get clearance from me before moving 
a boat back to its slip, as we must wait for 
Kroeger to officially sign off on completion. 
Last year, all the boats were moved without 
incident due to an extremely competent KSC 
crew! However, it is understandable that an 
owner may want to move their own boat.
 
We will endeavor to meet any special needs 
and keep the Club grounds and facilities 
accessible during this project. Thanks in 
advance for your tolerance and patience 
during this time.

 

2021 Dock Refurbishment Schedule continued
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Several years ago we installed electrical outlets on the club docks for the use of our members. Safety 
guidelines were established and approved in the Operating Policy at that time in recognition that 
electricity and a water environment are not naturally compatible.   
 
Since their installation, the Safety Chair performs formal monthly checks of the breakers, and tests 
of the Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) for each outlet. Additionally, 2-3 times a month the 
docks are walked down to ensure the safety guidelines are being followed. Over the last six months, 
an increase in guideline ‘non-observances’ has been noted. Accordingly, the guidelines are being 
provided below to remind everyone of their role in ensuring electrical hazards are avoided.  

Electrical Safety Update   by Terry Patterson, Safety Chair

Electrical Safety
1.   Without exception, all connections 
made to KSC electrical receptacles shall be 
U.L. approved, weatherproof, three wire, 
and grounded.
 
2.   Wiring must be of sufficient amperage 
for its use as specified by the National 
Electrical Code.
 
3.   Extension cords used should be at least 
12 gauge (AWG) and rated for outdoor use.
 
4.   Electrical equipment directly connected 
to receptacles by their integral (as 
purchased) cord of any size are acceptable 
as long as they have a ground wire (three-
pronged connection).
 

5.   All severely weathered or visibly 
damaged cords must be replaced 
immediately. The KSC Board of Stewards 
retains the right to disconnect undersized 
or damaged cords upon discovery.
 
6.   All electrical equipment connected to 
dock receptacles shall be disconnected at 
end of the day unless the user is remaining 
on the premises during the duration that 
such connections are installed. 
 
7.   Any permanent or extended 
connections must be approved by the 
safety or facilities chairperson and will be 
reported to the KSC Board.

Dockmaster Ad Claessens Needs Help
The dockmaster is looking for help, mostly 
administrative. The task is to collect and file 
slip rental agreements. This filing has been 
neglected over many years. 

I’m hoping this can be accomplished in Google 
Docs, possibly as part of the KSC website.
Because we have not filed slip rental 
agreements, we will ask all current slip renters 

to renew the rental agreement. This means a 
lot of work for the next five months.
If you are willing to help please send a 
message to kscslips@yahoo.com.
I’m looking for several people, maybe one for 
each dock. If you can manage emails and have 
basic organizational skills, you qualify!

Thanks,
Ad Claessens
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“It’s these changes in latitude,  
   changes in attitude,
   Nothing remains quite the same.”
Buffet’s ballad depicts an enticing 
world for sailors to explore.  But what 
is latitude and how is it used as a tool 
for navigation?  Let’s investigate.
 

Many years ago, having finally arrived in 
Charlotte Amalie Harbor after months of beating 
to windward from island to island to reach St. 
Thomas, I found myself in a dilemma.  

I had come to end of the charts that I carried 
on board.  New paper charts that I needed to 
continue east and south were beyond my meager 
cruising budget. Back in those days, before it was  

6(Continued on the next page)

Latitude
Finding distance

by Ed Stoll



irreparably damaged by Hurricane Hugo, the 
central gathering place for cruising sailors was 
a sprawling two-story wooden structure in the 
center of Yacht Haven Marina on the east side 
of Charlotte Amalie Harbor. A maze of rickety 
wooden docks radiated out from the building, 
meandering to form a web of slips for hundreds 
of boats. It was the mecca for all sailors in 
the Caribbean and crews on their way around 
the world. The second-floor bar with its open-
air view of the entire anchorage was jammed 
at all hours of the day with old salts wearing 
their sea miles on their tattered shorts and 
sun-bleached hair and speaking a variety of 
dialects.  

It was there that I found a bulletin board, 
covered mostly with notices, either of skippers 
looking for crew, or sailors looking for a ride.  
Written on a torn off corner from another 
notice was scribbled, “Charts of the eastern 
Caribbean – All for $50, or sold separately.”   
The paper wasn’t as faded as some of the 
others notices so hopefully, I might find the 
yacht still tied up in the slip indicated by the 
note.  

I found my way through the confusion of 
docks, past 100-ft schooners and world-class 
racing yachts, to a 25-ft homemade wooden 
sloop complete with baggywrinkle and canvas 
sails.  The skipper, who resembled Robinson 
Crusoe with his ragged beard and long hair, 
was anxious to make a sale.  He had sailed his 
small boat from England and after spending 
several months in the eastern Caribbean, he 
was heading westward, working on his second 
circumnavigation. He needed to make room 
for new charts and provisions. I could see 
why when he retrieved a large, fat roll from his 
tiny cabin that contained about thirty charts, 
covering all the islands from the Virgins to 
Trinidad. It was a deal.

Later that evening, I couldn’t wait to begin 
laying out courses and routes through the 
islands. I unrolled the chart of the Anegada 
Passage. Unlike the NOAA charts that I had 
been using, these were British Admiralty charts 
based on sea surveys completed by wooden 
ships in the 1800s. The actual charts weren’t 
that old, they had just been reprinted over and 
over again through the years with updates.  
The soundings didn’t change. The borders 
of each chart contained elaborate sketch 
drawings of islands and harbors as they would 
appear from the deck of a vessel approaching 
from seaward. Compared to NOAA charts they 
were artistic and instilled a sense of sailing into 
history.  

Wondering just how far it was from Virgin 
Gorda to St. Martin, I looked for a scale on the 
map. But try as I may, I couldn’t find a scale 
to lay out distance. I searched through all the 
charts, not finding a single scale for linear 
distance on any of them. Disappointed, I went 
back the next day to demand an explanation.  
When confronted, the old salt stifled a laugh 
and then grinned. Future cruising would 
reinforce the forgiving nature of English sailors 
toward the knuckleheaded enthusiasm of their 
American cousins. He graciously ignored my 
embarrassment when he pointed out a simple 
fact that any marine navigator should know. 
The scale  for distance is right there on the 
sides of any nautical chart; in the latitude scale.  
The conveniently drawn scale of distance 
shown in the legend portion of a NOAA chart 
is just a crutch for those of us yet to gain our 
sea legs. I now wonder how many GPS sailors 
today understand what that pair of rapidly 
changing combination of letters and numbers 
even mean as they scroll across their chart 
plotter screen.

Those numbers represent latitude and 
longitude. To find nautical distances we want 
to focus on latitude. Latitude is represented by 

7(Continued on the next page)
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lines drawn parallel 
to the equator 
circling the earth, 
from zero degrees 
at the equator to 
90 degrees at the 
poles. In fact, lines 
of latitude are also 
referred to as “the 
parallels.” Latitude 
has been part of 
the navigator’s 
lexicon since the 
Phoenicians in 600 
B.C. Each degree 
of latitude is divided 
into 60 parts, or 
minutes.  

Here is the 
key point to 
remember:  
Many of us just 
think a nautical mile 
is some arbitrary 
distance to confuse 
the landlubbers.   
Based on the 
earth’s circumference first calculated by the 
ancient Eratosthenes, British mathematician 
Edmund Gunter proposed the nautical mile 
as one minute of arc of latitude. One nautical 
mile is now standardized 
at 1852 meters, 6076 
feet, or 1.151 miles. 
None of which are very 
memorable numbers, but 
that isn’t the point.  The 
nautical mile provides a 
direct link between the 
parallel lines on a nautical chart and the real 
world. Distance, measured in nautical miles, is 
logged as a boat sails through time at a given 
speed, at so many knots. One knot is equal 

to traveling one 
nautical mile per 
hour.

Here is an 
example of using 
the latitude scale 
to find distance. 
We want to find 
the distance 
to travel from 
Round Rock 
Passage south 
of Virgin Gorda 
in the BVIs 
to Marigot on 
the west side 
of St. Martin 
represented by 
the pencil line on 
the chart. The 
distance on the 
chart is beyond 
the range of a 
single arc of our 
dividers so we 
will need to “walk 
it off” using a 

convenient segment of distance. Finding the 
latitude scale on the right side of the chart we 
locate a whole degree as a starting point, in 
this case 18°. The scale is divided into minutes 

as the smallest units. With one end of the 
dividers on 18° open the arms so that the other 
end is set at 18°-20 minutes. Keeping this 
distance locked on the dividers we begin from 
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one end of our pencil line 
at Round Rock Passage 
and walk off four full 
segments with the dividers.  
That is 80 minutes of 
latitude or 80 nautical 
miles (4 x 20).  We come 
up a little bit short of the 
end of our line at Marigot.  
So, we lay off that last bit 
with the dividers and carry 
it back to the scale. Laying 
it out we find an additional 
2.7 minutes. We add that 
to the 80 and come up with 
a total distance of 82.7 
nautical miles.  

In case you are wondering why the top and 
bottom of a chart, the longitude scale, can’t 
be used for finding distance you need to know 
how charts are made. Most of the charts 
used by sailors are Mercator projections (it 
says so right there in the legend). Imagine a 
sphere or globe representing the earth. The 
actual true size of each and every continent is 
proportionally represented on the globe as it 
appears on the surface of the earth.  

Now peel open the top and bottom of the globe 
at the North and South Poles to stretch it out 
to form a cylinder or tube shape. In doing so, 
the lines depicting the borders of the continents 
are likewise stretched out. There is zero 
distortion at the middle of the cylinder, but the 
further away you go from the equator in both 
directions the more pronounced the distortion 
of land masses becomes.  

For example, Greenland on a Mercator map 
appears to be the same size as Africa when 
in fact Africa is 14 times larger. The advent 

of the Mercator 
projection created a 
more usable chart. It 
takes the longitude 
lines that curve and 
meet at the two polar 
points of the globe and 
stretches them out 
so they are no longer 
curved, and become 
the up-and-down or 
parallel longitude lines 
on a chart. Longitude 
lines are also called 
the “meridians.” The 
main purpose of the 
Mercator projection 
is that it allows a 

navigator to plot a course between two points 
as a straight line on a constant heading to 
represent what would be a more complex 
curved line on the surface of a spherical 
globe. But to accomplish this feat, horizontal 
distances of longitude are significantly distorted 
as you move away from the equator. Therefore, 
the longitude scale doesn’t work for scaling 
true distances.

I certainly got my money’s worth from those 
old Admiralty charts. After my turn of years as 
a cruising sailor, I passed them on to younger 
hands about to embark on their own adventure.  
I may have swallowed the anchor, but I’ll never 
forget that navigation lesson on the docks 
of Yacht Haven. With a map, compass, and 
dividers, you hold the keys to discovery.  
What you find there depends on fortune 
and fate. Just as the narrator in Moby Dick, 
Ishmael, described the faraway island origin of 
his tattooed cannibal bunkmate Queequeg: “It 
is not down in any map; true places never are.”   



Mark Halstead holds 
his gift from the club 
for being Commodore 
in 2020

         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Jan 27-30    SAYRA Virtual Meeting
 30 Sat 1:30 Frostbite Series #6

Feb 13 Sat 1:30 HRB Series #1
 20 Sat 10:00 Board of Stewards Meeting
 27 Sat 1:30 HRB Series #2

March   6 Sat 9:00 KSC Workday #1
 13 Sat 1:30 HRB Series #3


