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  Commodore’s Corner
• Work Party Wrap-Up
• Chartering, Final Article

The 2020 Sunfish Saturday Series consisted of eighteen races, 
spanning three separate Saturdays. The competition was fierce,  
with six of the 13 different racers finishing first during the series.
Rod Andrew took top honors finishing with an impressive record of four 
1st place finishes, two 2nd place finishes, seven 3rd place finishes, three 
4th place finishes, and with a lowest finish of 6th place. Way to go Marine! 
Rick Harper finished a close second place with eight 1st place finishes.

Of note, Junior member Cole Owens finished fourth! Awesome Cole! 
Besting Grandpa and Dad has to feel good?!

Special thanks to Kip Goodman for serving as PRO for all three events 
and to her support team on race committee; Roger Benedict,  
Jan Cook, Tim Owens and Robyn Strickland!

As with the Thursday Night Series, I strongly encourage those members who are tentative about 
racing, to try the Sunfish Saturday Series. It’s a really great way to join the fun and excitement of  
KSC racing!
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Change of Watch

2020 has been a year of challenges, but also a year 
which has nudged us toward putting our time and  
efforts to the important things in our lives. This year  
has revealed what a treasure we have in the Keowee 
Sailing Club.

Due to Covid 19, we will not be holding a Change of 
Watch Ceremony this year and that has caused me to 
reflect on the leadership at KSC and the people  
I had the opportunity to work with this past year.

There are so many who give of their time, their  
skills and their resources to keep KSC operating.  
Please allow me a few minutes to recognize  
a few of these people (in alphabetical order):
  
Club Use - Steve Barnes 
Dock Maintenance - Ted Bisterfeld 
Facilities Chair - Jim Carr
Membership - Tracy Carr
Dock Master - Ad Claessens 
Waterline - Phil Cook/Susan Brier
Club Sailboats - Phil Cook
Events - Liz Copps/Robyn Strickland 
Grounds Chair - Tommy Davis
House Chair - Abbas Fiuzat
Racing/Regatta - Doug French
Sailing Education - Liz Keenen
Club Motor Boats - John Landers/Bob Mortenson 
Planning Chair - Wes Legursky 
Work Credit Chair - Elizabeth McDaniel 
Safety Chair - Terry Patterson  
Treasury - Suzan Simmons   
Web Page - Chris Zander 

All the people listed above will be quick to note that they could not perform their duties 
without the help of member volunteers but each of them should be recognized for 

Corner
Commodore’s

Mark at 2019 Change of Watch

(Continued on the next page)



3

their willingness to take on a leadership role and keeping the club operational often 
without recognition.

Next I would like to especially thank the outgoing Flag Officers and Board of 
Stewards. This past year presented challenges and decisions that none of us could 
foresee as we started the year. Each of them were deeply invested in keeping 
KSC available for all our members while still providing a safe environment for all to 
participate.

Their individual and collective ability to give thought, advice, wisdom and at times 
humor to difficult situations was invaluable as we worked our way through the year.
 John Bruch, Steward   Phil Cook, Steward
 Hank Goodman, Steward   Sharon Hamilton, Steward
 Rick Harper, Steward   Glenn Kats, Steward
 Bill Hurni, Past Commodore  Terry Patterson, Treasurer
 Melanie (Williams) Neal, Secretary Jan Cook, Vice Commodore

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize Jan 
Cook for her work as Vice Commodore. Jan jumped 
in with both feet to all operations of KSC. She not 
only gained valuable experience, she also brought 
her leadership skills. She was a valuable asset in 
every decision and for me she was a sounding board 
and often a voice of reason as we approached 
unprecedented Covid operations. 

I am excited for the opportunity to work with her as she 
takes the helm as KSC Commodore in 2021. You will 
find her insight and matter-of-fact style are invaluable 
for the club operations. I feel confident for our future 
with Jan heading up the leadership team.

Lastly I would like to thank the membership for 
entrusting me as Commodore this past year. It has 
been a pleasure to serve as Commodore. I wish each  
of you a Merry Christmas and a safe New Year.

Sail On
Mark Halstead

Change of Watch continued

Jan Cook at 2019 Change of Watch
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What A Great Wrap-up! by Jan Cook 

In February 2020 we had a tremendous turn-out 
for a Work Party kicking off the year and starting 
preparation for all of our favorite KSC activities. 
(For those who were there, you may remember our 
heaviest snow of the season!) Suddenly, instead of 
the seven Work Days that I had planned throughout 
the year, we were all confronted with a situation we 
would never have anticipated. Large gatherings were 
not going to be safe for quite some time. So members 
could have opportunities to earn Work Credit, we were 
able to provide small group projects “on demand.”  
We had many members take advantage of the offer, 
but it was not a viable option for everyone.

The Race Committee (thank you, Doug and 
company!) went to the effort of modifying both the 
Turkey Shoot Regatta and Keel Boat Championship to 
be socially distanced events. I applied their strategies 
to plan a Work Day for November and was so grateful 
for the response!

On November 20th we had over thirty members 
working hard. I can’t get over how much was 
accomplished. Since everyone had let me know they 
were coming ahead of time, assignments could be 
made and I want to thank those who contributed.  
They all went “above and beyond” and it shows!

As a family, John Larmon, Mary Yau and Jack and 
Tallulah Yau-Larmon jumped right in on grounds 
projects. They helped John Landers transplant a 
hydrangea and dig post holes for parking signs. 
Tallulah helped her mother plant the winter flowers 
under the card reader while John pruned and Jack 
helped Bill Blask, Sharon Hamilton, Dwight Shelato 
and Ed Coulomb deepen the drainage ditch. Taming 
the run-off is an important task and needs constant 
upkeep.

Working on the Club — Despite Pandemic



5

What A Great Wrap-up! continued 

Tommy Davis and Ted Bisterfeld removed a 
dead tree from the front of our fence. Ted and 
Linda (Bisterfeld) hauled and unloaded the limbs 
at C&D recycling. Joe Varieur and David Green 
did an incredibly thorough clearing of vegetation 
on the “cliff” in the dry storage lot. That should 
keep the brambles at bay until spring.

John and Martha Steele cleared and organized 
the “middle” closet (near the motor boat keys) 
and it is ship-shape and easy to navigate. They 
also untangled and coiled anchor ropes for Race 
Committee & sorted PFD’s to make sure we had 
safe ones available for use.

Zoran and Mazza Filipi worked hard clearing 
leaves and pine needles from the Main Beach 
while Bob Graves blew leaves off everything that 
didn’t move. (Stay out of his way with that back-
pack blower!)

Daryl Wurster and Kris Johnson cleaned grills 
until they shined. (Good incentive to keep them 
in good shape next spring!) After the crowd left 
they also blew the leaves off the Clubhouse roof.

The Club Sailboats benefitted from the team of 
Donna O’Hara, Sally Fortson, Mike Garrett,  
Greg Baker, Jim Belling and Bill Cody, cleaning 
them for the winter. Members of this group also 
moved the Opti rack to improve accessibility. 
John O’Hara and Bill Casey removed a scrapped 
JY-15, repaired the work rack for Club Sailboats 
and improved storage for boat components. 
While the boats were off the beach being 
cleaned, Jim Belling thoroughly mowed and 
cleared the area for their return.

Jim Carr took the opportunity to repair some 
electrical connections and take note of the next 
batch of tasks. (There’s always something!)

Barbara Smith and Mary Landers applied their 
experience to organize and safely serve lunch.  
I could not have “done” lunch without them.
I want to thank everyone for following Covid-19 
protocols! This year has been challenging and 
your cooperation made all the difference.  
I apologize if the list isn’t exhaustive, but I 
wanted to point out as many completed projects 
as possible. It is very possible that these hardy 
volunteers accomplished additional tasks while  
I wasn’t looking!
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As this year comes to a close, I want to 
take a few moments to recognize the many 
KSC contributors who made 2020 Waterline 
publication a success. The pandemic of 2020 
disrupted so much; events cancelled, social 
distancing implemented and yet the Waterline 
persevered with editions published every month 
including one additional special edition covering 
the 2020 Dock Renovation. In fact I believe that 
a claim can be made that the longest edition 
in the history of the Waterline was the August 
2020 edition at a whopping 24 pages. This only 
happened due to the efforts of many of your 
fellow KSC club members.  

In 2020 (not including this December edition), 
Waterline had 26 different writers who 
produced 163 pages of text; and 18 different 
photographers who produced 272 photographs. 
That is a whole lot of content!!  At the helm 
of this year’s effort was Waterline design/
production guru, Susan Brier. Each month 

Waterline 2020   by Phil Cook

Susan would work her magic to create the 
finished monthly edition, often under tight 
deadlines with many last-minute additions. 
Thank you Susan for all of your efforts!

I think it is important to highlight all of the 
Keowee Sailing Club members who made 
Waterline 2020 possible. I apologize in advance 
if I have omitted someone from the credit list. 
That certainly was not my intent.

Contributing Writers for 2020
Liz Copps
Wes Legursky
Richard Berg
Mark Halstead
Jan Cook
Elizabeth Keenen
Phil Cook
Ken Marsh
Mark Van Doreen

INSIDE:

• Maritime Flea Market

• Upcoming Regattas

• Our New Flagpole! 

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B

February 2020

First KSC Work Party:

It’s SNOW Big Deal

Members braved the inclement weather to 

support KSC’s 2020 first work party of 2020. 

Over 25 turned out on a cold, rainy, then snowy 

day to participate.

On February 8th, the club grounds team 

performed the following tasks: drainage ditches 

were cleared; problem tree limbs were removed; 

debris was raked, collected and taken to the 

dump.

The club sailboat team performed the following 

tasks: club sailboat dolly wheels were replaced; 

sunfish rudders were repaired; sunfish and JY 

sails were numbered; JY jib sheets were cut to 

length and ends sealed and whipped; sunfish  

main sheets and halyards were cut to length 

with ends sealed.

The house team performed the following tasks:

event tables and chairs were thoroughly 

cleaned; in the office, main kitchen and 

storeroom, the cabinets/shelves were sorted, 

reorganized and culled of excess materials;  

both kitchen and storeroom were given a top to 

bottom cleaning including refrigerators/freezers. 

Snow, yes snow started around 10:00AM and 

—despite the weather reports— continued till 

the end of the work party. Like the intrepid mail 

service, all members made their way home safe 

and sound. Oh yes, and one brave soul actually 

went out sailing so they could claim to have 

sailed in a snow storm. Whatever floats your 

boat!

Thanks to all who came and conquered!

Next Work Party will be March 7th at 9:00am.

   (More photos on last page)

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B
July 2020

July 4th Racing
Hot Fun in the Summertime! 
by Scott and Susan Brier 
After a “light and variable” start, a good contingent of sailors 
enjoyed a blustery breeze that turned steady for the July 4th 
Fathom and Distance races. 

As usual, Race Committee did a stellar job with mark repositioning 
to enable a terrific day on the lake. 

Photo above (pre-breeze):  Our boat “Wine O’Clock” makes its 
racing debut. 

Full story by Doug French and more photos, all by David Ruchala, 
starting on page 6.

INSIDE:

•  Safety on the Water
•  John and Bill’s  
    Excellent Adventure
•  Expect the Unexpected! 

Pirate Day  
Registration

Deadline:
Friday, July 24

10:30 am 
See story, beginning on page 3

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B
October 2020

Racing into the Fallby Doug French

INSIDE:
•  Labor Day Boat Parade    Contest Entries!•  Sail Charter Part 3•  By-Law Amendments 

Continued on page 6

Please join me in congratulating our 2020 
Dinghy Champions, Sandy and Keith Eustis!  
Our annual Dinghy Champ regatta took place in 
light airs on September 26th and 27th. Sandy 
and Keith in their Flying Scot “Phantom” edged 
out Kyran Dowling in his MC Scow to take 1st 
place overall and earn an engraved place on 
our Club Championship plaque. The two boats 
actually finished the regatta in a tie, with a mere 
11 points each. But four bullets in a row for 
Phantom on Saturday made for a decisive tie-
breaker. Congrats to both for showing us how 
it’s done when there is little-to-no wind to work 
with.

A big thanks to our PRO, John Sensor, for 
delivering five races in those challenging 
conditions on Saturday and another two in 
even worse conditions on Sunday. And to our 
excellent race committee: Terry Keane and  
Carl Nyberg in the white skiff, Chris Fink and 
Kay Haskell in the green skiff, Tim and Cole 
Owens in the Panga, and Chieko French and 
Cristen Cox on the RC boat.  

Each skiff had a turn at shortening course and 
calling out finishes by radio on Sunday. At one 
point between races, John radioed the white 
skiff to ask if any wind was in sight down the 

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B

August 2020

Racing at KSC!
by Doug French 

INSIDE:

•  Pirate Day!
   Scavenger Hunt & 

   Costume Contest

•  Labor Day Boat Parade!

Continued on page 5

Well, the final Fathom races were held on August 8th,  

and the first-ever KSC anti-viral racing series is now history.  

As always, a whole bunch of race committee volunteers made it happen.  

A big thanks to our Fathom PRO’s — Roger Benedict, Liz Keenen, Debra Kruljac, and  

Tim Hardwicke. 

And on board the RC boat and skiffs were Barbara Smith, David Smith, Kip Goodman,  

Rick Hasser, Pat Benedict, Jean-Marie Dolenc, Jan Cook, Frank Goldsmith, John Wohlwend, 

David Ruchala, Chris Fink, Kay Haskell, Steve Hiller, John Landers III, Jorie Feltus,  

Wes Legursky, Chieko French, Meral Hardwicke, Canan Hardwicke, and Kevin Rylance —  

thank you all for a great series.  

In addition to providing on-the-water instructions by voice and VHF radio, our PROs also had to 

make some tough calls to avoid threatening weather and still get some races in, or to reluctantly 

abandon when the wind died. And Debra and Tim each had to reign in a starting line full of boats 

with the General Recall flag!



7

Dennis Headberg
Ed Stoll
Nancy Herbert
John Hains
Bo Knapp
Pat Burkhardt
Scott Brier
Susan Brier
Bill Blask
John Gale
Sam Secrest
Tracy Carr
Sharon Hamilton
Bruce Sampson
Colleen Patterson
Ray Tobias
Ad Claessens

Contributing 
Photographers for 2020
Elizabeth Keenen
Doug French
Matt Davis
David Ruchala
Abbas Fiuzat
Betty Baldwin
John Sensor
Dennis Headberg
Jan Cook
Russ Bissell
Ken Marsh
Bruce Sampson
Bill Blask
John Gale
Sam Secrest
Ed Stoll
Nancy Herbert
Ray Tobias

Distribution &  
KSC Website posting
Steve Roberts
Chris Zander

There is an old African proverb that roughly 
translates as follows: “It takes a village to 
raise a child.”  

I believe this proverb can be properly applied 
to the production of the  KSC Waterline and 
I am very grateful for all of the support the 
Waterline received in 2020. Thank you all !

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B
December 2020

Sunfish Saturdaysby Phil Cook

 

INSIDE:
• Change of Watch, in      Commodore’s Corner• Work Party Wrap-Up• Chartering, Final Article

The 2020 Sunfish Saturday Series consisted of eighteen races, 

spanning three separate Saturdays. The competition was fierce,  

with six of the 13 different racers finishing first during the series.

Rod Andrew took top honors finishing with an impressive record of four 

1st place finishes, two 2nd place finishes, seven 3rd place finishes, three 

4th place finishes, and with a lowest finish of 6th place. Way to go Marine! 

Rick Harper finished a close second place with eight 1st place finishes.

Of note, Junior member Cole Owens finished fourth! Awesome Cole! 

Besting Grandpa and Dad has to feel good?!Special thanks to Kip Goodman for serving as PRO for all three events 

and to her support team on race committee; Roger Benedict,  

Jan Cook, Tim Owens and Robyn Strickland!As with the Thursday Night Series, I strongly encourage those members who are tentative about 

racing, to try the Sunfish Saturday Series. It’s a really great way to join the fun and excitement of  

KSC racing!
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2021 KSC Positions Available
by Jan Cook

The updated Operating Policy was approved by 
the BOS on 19 December 2020 which included 
more complete descriptions for Committee 
Chairs. We need to fill two openings for the 
2021 calendar year.

Although we will be unable to start social 
events immediately, when it is safe to host 
such events we will need an Events Chair. In 
past years we have had outstanding leadership 
for events who approached the position in 
unique ways. Most important is to implement 
successful and enjoyable events for KSC 
members.

We also have a new position with membership. 
In order to allow the Membership Committee 
Chair to concentrate on applicants and 
new memberships, we have designated 
a Membership Co-Chair position to be a 
resource for Provisional members until their 
consideration by the BOS for acceptance to 
Regular membership.

If either of these opportunities are of interest, 
please call Jan Cook at 937-726-0489 to 
discuss the positions further. A successful club 
runs on the talents of all its members.

KSC Infrastructure Improvement
KSC boat launch and main parking area received a much needed improvement with 
nine truck loads of gravel/crusher run that was graded and rolled over a two-day period 
on December 7th and 8th.
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At the October BOS meeting, approval was 
given and funds allocated to begin the much-
needed refurbishment of docks two, five and 
six. Our intention is to make every effort to 
keep the club up and running with as little 
disruption as possible during the project.  

For example, we hope to keep the launch dock 
open to facilitate racing and other activities. 
That said, we recognize that members will 
experience some inconvenience during this 
project and ask for indulgence while those 
docks are returned to a state of which we all 
can be proud.  

As before, Kroger Marine Corporation (KMC) 
has been contracted to provide the following 
services:
- remove existing deck boards and  

replace with Ipe board (25-year life)
- repair any structural issues found  

with the metal framework
- install new rub rail
- reinstall the existing cleats.

The permit with Duke was filed in October 
and approved in November. At this time, our 
expectation is that the work will begin in 
late January and go through February and 
probably into early March. 

Dock Renovation in 2021

Dock Refurbishment Project Continues
by Wes Legursky

(Continued on the next page)
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The Club will have plenty to do in preparation 
for the actual dock refurbishment. Power will be 
turned off at all three docks for the duration of 
the project. Power will be reinstalled once KMC 
finishes a dock. Of course, the greatest effort 
will be in finding places to put the boats while 
a dock is under construction and then moving 
them.

The Club will begin moving boats from their 
slips starting one week prior to the initiation of 
work on the first dock. The Guest and Work 
docks will be reserved during the project for the 
temporary storage of displaced boats.  

Any slip that can be vacated from any docks 
will allow us to locate a boat from the dock 
under construction, thus reducing the number 
of boats in temporary locations. 

We plan to have space available at KSC for 
boats on trailers. Any member who can put 
their boat on a trailer will free up a space. 
Some members may have another location on 
the lake where they could temporarily  
store their boat, also freeing up a space.   
Any member who can vacate a slip will greatly 
assist the refurbishment project. All of these 
owner-moved boats must be finished before 
we begin clearing a dock.   
 
The Club will attempt to assist any owner who 
wishes to move their boat. If anyone feels they 
could help in this manner, please contact us as 
soon as possible.

If you have installed anything on your slip that 
you wish to keep – such as extra padding – it 
should be removed prior to KMC beginning 
work. You can then reinstall it after the dock 
refurbishment is completed. Our expectation is 
that everything except our existing cleats will 
be headed to the landfill.   

The club will return the boats it has moved 
back into their refurbished slips once the dock 
is completed.  

Last year’s refurbishment project went very 
smoothly due to a dedicated team of members 
who put a lot of time into the project. Many, 
many thanks to them!  But the real heroes 
were all the members who unselfishly freed 
up their slips for use during the project. 
Please, please let’s do it again this year!

The point of contact for this project will be me,  
Wes Legursky. I can be reached via voice or 
text on 864-557-2720 (new number) or email at 
wes75@aol.com. Please direct any questions 
to me. Texting or emailing is preferred as there 
is a lot of communication activity and this gives 
a “written” record for reference.  

Also, the sooner we know about any possible 
boats that can free up space on the other 
docks, the better. Please contact me to  
discuss this.

Your Dock Reburbishment Team looks forward 
to serving the club in this critical project!

Dock Refurbishment Project Continues continued
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Last Charter Series Article

Charter Boat Sailing
from Keowee to Cruising

Tips for successful 
charTering
by Ed Stoll

In previous Waterline articles we covered the 
process for chartering a sailboat and what 
to expect. The more you charter you will 
learn practices and strategies and that make 
the experience more enjoyable. This article 
explores some suggestions that you might 
want to adopt.

Let’s begin with booking considerations.  
I have already mentioned the “early 
boarding” option but it is worth repeating. 
Don’t try to fly to a distant cruising ground 
like the British Virgin Islands and expect to 
begin your charter that same day. It can be 
done if you are young, fit, and have a lot of 
energy. Otherwise, take advantage 
of the “early boarding” option or book 
a marina resort accommodation to 
separate your travel day from that first 
day of the charter. Even better, arrive 
a couple days early and book  

11(Continued on the next page)



a resort room and rent a jeep to tour the 
sites on land before you begin your sailing 
adventure. Keep your rental vehicle long 
enough to make the run to the grocery store for 
your boat provisions.

If crowded anchorages aren’t your cup of tea 
there is a way to thin the waters a bit. Besides 
going during the “shoulder” or “off” season, 
there is another option. You will soon discover 
that most charters are booked to start and 
end on the weekend. In the British Virgin 
Islands for example, most charter boats start 
on Tortola and begin a predictable island-by-
island counter clockwise rotation. Sunday at 
Cooper island, Monday at Leverick Bay, and 
so on. You can go the other way, clockwise, 
but that gives you a long beat to windward 
from Jost Van Dyke to Anegada. So, to cut 
down on the “weekend” effect we typically book 
10- to 12-day charters, beginning mid-week. 
With less boats departing during the week, 
the charter staff can focus more time on your 

checkout and departure. And by beginning out 
of sync with the majority of charterers you find 
the mooring fields slightly less crowded as you 
move through the progression of stops. The 
anchorages won’t be empty; a lot of other folks 
use this strategy, but you will have a better 
chance to snag a mooring. Note that some 
charter companies will require you to start on 
the weekend unless you are booking a charter 
longer than a week, especially in the high 
season.

When you book the dates for your charter 
consider the effect local holidays and festivals 
might have on travel and clearing customs.  
And there may be a special event that you 
would like to include in your float plan. For 
example, on our last trip to the BVIs we made 
sure we moored in Leverick Bay early in 
the week when Michael Beans performs his 
popular pirate show. It is an outdoor pizza 
and pirate party with fun for the whole family, 
including pirate trivia games with prizes for the 

12(Continued on the next page)Pirate Show, Leverick Bay, Virgin Gorda



13(Continued on the next page)

kids and shots of 
rum for the parents. 
Bring your own 
eye patch and 
pirate head gear. 
Heading north to 
Anegada, you don’t 
want to miss the 
lobster barbecue 
night on the beach, 
complete with tiki 
torches and white 
table cloths.

Weather and 
climate are 
important factors 
to consider when 
booking. The 
charter rates may 
be lowest during 
the off season but 
that may not be 
worth the discount. 
The Caribbean 
tropical storm and 
hurricane season 
officially runs from June 1st until the end  
of November. 

If you are booking a charter in an area where 
tides are significant you will need to be aware 
of tidal range, as well as direction and strength 
of the tidal current. Consult the tide charts 
on the internet for your proposed dates and 
run through your itinerary for compatibility 
with your float plan. You don’t want to fight a 
4-knot current in a narrow channel. Tides are 
generally not an issue in the Caribbean, but 
they need to be considered in the Bahamas, 
especially in the Exuma Cays; and for coastal 
cruising in the Carolinas, New England, the 
Chesapeake, and the Pacific Northwest. 

Whenever I 
begin searching 
for charter dates, 
I always make 
sure to factor in 
the moon stage. 
It feels a bit more 
secure to charter 
during the time 
of the full moon. 
In addition to 
the natural 
ambiance, there 
is the practical 
matter of having 
amazing night 
time visibility with 
the anchorage 
lit up with 
moonlight.

We already 
discussed 
planning your 
provisions 
based on your 
float plan. But 

invariably, some items will be overlooked or 
you may run short while underway as you sail 
between the islands. Consult your cruising 
guide or the internet to find out if there are any 
places to re-provision along your proposed 
route. You don’t want to have to return all the 
way to the charter base because you ran out 
of coffee. I also recommend that you ask the 
charter company if they can provide a portable 
cooler, large enough to hold a bag of ice and 
enough drinks for your crew to consume in 
a single day. That way you don’t need to 
keep opening the boat’s refrigerator to dig to 
the bottom for a single drink. If a cooler isn’t 
available from the charter company, we look for 
a cheap cooler at the grocery store. 

Ladies Rule the Cockpit, USVI; St. John Mooring Fee Pay Station
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Many beach bars are willing to sell a bag or two of ice if you can’t find a marina. For drinking 
water, we prefer to buy 1- or 2-gallon jugs which are easy to store under the cabin settees, 
plus a case of single bottles to use and refill from the bigger jugs. A felt tip marker is handy for 
identifying each crew member’s set of single bottles. Water consumption varies depending on 
the beer consumption ratio, but in the warm Caribbean we generally buy enough bottled water 
to provide one gallon of drinking water per person per day. The fresh water stored in the boat’s 
water tank is used for washing dishes, showers, and post-swimming rinses. To really conserve 
tank water, use Joy dish washing liquid for bathing and hair washing off the stern. Regular soap 
and shampoo won’t lather in saltwater. Rinse with fresh water.

Along with all the personal items that are important, like sunscreen and sunglasses, don’t skip 
the motion sickness remedies. Before you go on your trip, determine which product works best 
for you. On a typical day in January when you leave Tortola and begin tacking up the Sir Francis 
Drake Channel towards the Baths it is not uncommon to be beating into four-foot seas. It only 
takes a couple hours to reach your destination but you want to enjoy it. I find that anything with 
ginger works for me; a bag of ginger snaps to pass around the cockpit seems to keep the crew 
smiling. Ginger chews or “Gin-Gins” are my favorite portable anti-nausea remedy. Whatever 
works for your motion sickness, try it before you go to see how you react to it. You don’t want to 
sleep through the best sailing in the world.

There is one question I always remember to ask during the boat show when it comes time to go 
over the navigation electronics. “How is the depth sounder calibrated?” More specifically, is the 
depth sounder reading the depth from the sea bottom to the bottom of the keel, the waterline, 

Toba Inlet, British Columbia
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or some other place on the hull? The answer 
is invariably a shrug, because nobody seems 
to really know. My suspicion is that often it is 
calibrated to a couple feet below the keel, just 
to keep you well out of harm’s way. In the BVIs, 
depth is generally not an issue unless you are 
mooring at Anegada. But if you are cruising 
in relatively shallow waters, like the Exuma or 
Abaco Cays, knowing actual water depth can 
be critical. Knowing the water depth is important 
when setting the proper scope of anchor rode. 
So, I always check the depth sounder calibration 
for myself. If sailing in clear tropical waters, I will 
dive in and check the depth under the keel once 
we have made our first anchorage. For a more 
precise measurement, I bring along a homemade 
lead line. It is constructed with heavy fishing 
sinkers tied to a small diameter line that has been 
calibrated with a waterproof marker. Not only is 
a lead line useful for checking the depth sounder 
calibration, I use it while scouting in the dinghy to 
find a safe route into an unexplored gunkhole to 
anchor, or through a short cut between hazards. 
If tidal range is significant, it is handy to know 
how much bottom clearance you have, especially 
if you will swing around as the tide turns.

If you can make room in your luggage there are 
some extra pieces of personal gear that could 
come in handy. If you have a handheld GPS, 
bring it to use as a back up to the boat’s chart 
plotter. I use my GPS with the “cookie crumb” 
tracking mode turned on whenever we enter a 
particularly tricky anchorage with hazards that 
are only visible in good light. That way you can 
use your GPS trail the next morning to guide 
your way out when the light is poor. I typically 
leave my handheld GPS in “cookie crumb” 
mode for the entire charter. Charter companies 
discourage you from cluttering up the boat’s 
chart plotter with waypoints and cookie crumbs. 
If you have a handheld VHF radio, bring that 
too. It will come in handy if you are chartering 
with a large crew. It can be carried ashore or 
used in the dinghy as a way to communicate 
with the rest of the crew back on board the 
charter boat. Having a handheld VHF radio in 
the cockpit is also convenient when talking to a 
dock attendant as they guide you to a slip in an 
unfamiliar marina.

Another useful gadget is your smart phone. 
Before you travel, contact your provider to 
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inquire about using it on your trip. A smart 
phone is a convenient way to communicate 
with the charter base, monitor weather, make 
arrangements for ground transportation, and 
even book a local tour. With internet access, 
you can research restaurants and points 
of interest as you move from anchorage to 
anchorage. 

Remember to update your phone security to 
guard against data breaches and intrusions. 
We once had our phone hacked at a marina 
restaurant in Prickly Bay, Grenada. So, beware! 
Access to a variety of music is another handy 
feature of a smart phone. Via wireless or cord 
connection, depending on the yacht’s sound 
system, you can enhance your experience 
via play lists to match the mood of the 
moment. If your music tastes trend toward 
the venturesome, incorporate works by local 
musicians in the regional genre. And remember 
that sound travels much further over water so 
act responsibly. It’s okay to blast away while 
under sail but remember your neighbors once 
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you’ve picked up that mooring and settled in for 
the evening.

Not all cruising destinations are equal; don’t bite 
off more than you and your crew can handle. 
The U.S. and British Virgin Islands are a good 
place to begin. Here’s an insider tip for those of 
you going to the U.S. Virgins and have a crew 
member with a U.S. National Park Senior Pass. 
Most of the moorings on St. John are in National 
Park waters, so with your Golden Age/Senior 
pass the mooring ball fee is half price.  

If you are chartering with a large group plan 
to get together before your departure date to 
discuss itinerary, activities, and provisioning. 
This can be a face-to-face meeting or done 
remotely via email or Skype. Don’t put it off until 
you arrive at the charter base. And don’t be over 
aggressive with your itinerary, and agree to be 
flexible. And finally, don’t forget to take loads 
of photos and videos to capture your amazing 
adventure. Even after your fabulous sun tan 
fades you will be able to enjoy the experience 
over and over.
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