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2020 Turkey Shoot Regatta 
This year’s Turkey Shoot Regatta brought spirited competition  
in the PHRF A, PHRF B, Flying Scot and Open Dinghy Fleets. 

The B Fleet competition was especially close with only one point 
difference between 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place contestants. And to 
emphasize that point, the end of race on Day 2 was reminiscent of a 
Kentucky Derby photo finish with all three of the top finishers crossing 
the finish line together. 
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Ughh, Lemons!

Great chefs are masters of blending ingredients to bring together ingredients and 
spices that together bring forth a dish, a dessert, an appetizer that is incredible to 
taste and eat. The individual ingredients could never taste as good alone as they do 
combined with other ingredients.

This past year I have witnessed a club coming together. Members with various 
backgrounds, different skills, different ideas, working together to produce an excellent 
year that could not have been possible without the mix of members being involved.

The November Board Meeting was a brilliant example of different thoughts, different 
ideas and different goals coming together to make a collective decision that is not 
perfect but is thoughtful and considerate for all the membership. As communicated 
prior to the meeting, the Board of Stewards considered options for making the 
club and its programs more accessible to the membership. Without rehashing the 
discussion, I am proud to share that the Board worked together to find a medium 
of some more opening of the club while still maintaining a safe environment and 
consideration for all members.

What was decided upon is that the interior of the clubhouse will be open for use. 
Tables and chairs will return, but they will be spaced out to maintain social distance 
with fewer tables and chairs than  
pre-Covid. 

We will continue our limited 
operations in other aspects of the 
club operations. The main kitchen 
will remain closed, the pavilion will 
still be set up to maintain social 
distancing, we will continue to forgo 
Social gatherings and events and 
we continue to ask membership to 
observe social distancing and to 
consider wearing a mask.

I am so happy to be a part of an 
organization that chose to make 
lemonade when we were inundated  
with lemons.

Sail On
Mark Halstead

Corner
Commodore’s

It is my pleasure to share the results of  
the election and the vote on Amendments  
to the KSC By-Laws.

2021 Leadership 
Commodore elect - Jan Cook 
Vice Commodore elect - Hank Goodman 
Treasurer elect - Tracy Carr 
Secretary elect - Phil Cook 
Steward elect - Rick Harper 
Steward elect - John Bruch 
Steward elect - Joe Hiller 
Steward elect - Carl Nyberg 
Steward elect - Steve Barnes 
Steward elect - Aaron Barnes
 
All 4 Amendments passed.
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In the Open Dinghy fleet, it was even closer. The top two finishers actually finished the regatta 
with the same number of points, and the tie had to be broken according to scoring rules in the 
Racing Rules of Sailing. 

After two days of aggressive and very close competition, the Turkey Shoot results are as follows: 

2020 KSC Keelboat Championship Regatta 
The capstone regatta for the 2020 season is the KSC Keelboat Championship Regatta.  
This year’s event included competition in both A and B fleets.

Rick Harper captured the 2020 A Fleet Championship with one first place-finish and three 
second-place finishes. Terry Keane finished in 2nd place, only two points behind Rick, and  
Hank Goodman finished in 3rd place, only two points behind Terry.

In B Fleet, it was even tighter between the top two finishers. Sam Secrest won the 2020 B 
Fleet Championship, completing the series with three first-place finishes and two second-place 
finishes, and finishing the regatta only one point better than 2nd place finisher Bill Hurni. 

Racing, Racing and More Racing continued 
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So the last two regattas of 2020 are history. Our thanks to the Board of Stewards for approving our 
“open-air” proposal for running these regattas, and to all who helped make each of these events a 
reality, allowing our 2020 race year to end in such an enjoyable way:

Turkey Shoot: 
Principle Race Officer: John Sensor
Race Committee:    Ted Hardwicke, John Landers III, Jack Wise, Kevin Rylance,    
    Rick Hasser, Jeff Gilman, Carl Nyberg, Barbara Smith and David Smith

Keelboat Championship:
Principle Race Officer:   Glenn Kats
Race Committee:    Greg Baker, Matt Davis, Tim Owens, John Wohlwend, Joe Hiller,   
    Frank Goldsmith

BOTH regattas:
Our boxed-dinner team! Chieko French, Leslee Hiller, Patti Kats, Jill Shuler and Barbara Smith

Although this year forced us to scale back our traditional social and racing events,  
Lake Keowee and KSC have still provided ways to escape the craziness of 2020.  
To plagiarize that well-worn 60’s song… “You can’t always get what you want…  
But if you sail sometimes, you just might find, you get what you need.”

Racing, Racing and More Racing continued
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The 2020 Racing Season closed with a frenzy 
of regattas and racing opportunities. This year 
saw the advent of Thursday Evening Series 
Races.

The series was the brain child of longtime KSC 
members Rob and Betty Baldwin.

I was fortunate enough to be able to participate 
in most of these races and am very excited 
about what this series did for me.  

As a backdrop, in 2020 the Thursday Night 
Series focused on dinghy sailors. The race 
courses were typically short, usually Course 
#5 which was ‘start up to windward mark down 
to the leeward mark and back to the start/
finish line.’ Occasionally the course would be 
changed to a Course #6 which is ‘start up to 
windward mark, down to leeward mark, back 
to windward mark, down to leeward mark a 
second time and then upwind to cross the start 
finish line.’

Thursday Evening  
Series Races
by Phil Cook

In a typical Thursday night event there is a 
range of between three to five races depending 
on wind and light conditions.

The start of the race sequence was a three-
minute signal followed by a two-minute, a 
1.5-minute, a 1-minute, a 30-second, a 20- 
second, a 10-second signal then signals for 
each remaining second down to zero. The 
objective is to cross the line at full speed as the 
last starting signal sounds and if possible in 
clear air.

Especially in Course #5 races, it is vitally 
important to get a good start because there 
are limited opportunities to overtake on a short 
course.

So the first skill that this series helped me 
improve was starting technique. Since I sail a 
Sunfish which has a smaller sail (engine) than 
most of the other dinghys, I need to get  
off the starting line fast in clear air before the 
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“Big Boys” (Flying Scots & MC Scows) overwhelm me and take away 
the clear air.

Second, the series helped me to sail better in a crowd (typically 6-10 
boats).  This is especially important at the convergence points (the 
windward and leeward marks). Mark Rounding technique.

Finally the Thursday Night Series allowed me to tune each of the Point 
of Sail skills, upwind, downwind, light air, heavy air; and experiment to 
try and improve those skills.

One big advantage of the Thursday Evening Series is that there is very 
little motor boat wake to contend with.  

I urge anyone that has been wanting to but hesitant to try sailboat 
racing, to start with the Thursday Evening Series!

Thursday Evening Series Races continued
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Eight Bells: Jane Polk
Keowee Sailing Club lost a dedicated member 
of the KSC family. 

Jane Polk now joins husband and past 
Commodore George Polk on their everlasting 
voyage together.

According to KSC Member Suzan Simmons, 
“Jane Polk was a faithful champion for Safe 
Harbor Shelter for Women, among other 
ways she showed us how to love and serve 
neighbors. Jane was a regular at Wednesday 
Night KSC Dinners, a frequent cook for KSC 
Workday Lunches and crewed in many KSC 
regattas with George.” Jane is survived by her 
children: Dan, Ann, Merritt and Jen.

Fair Winds and Following Seas, Jane Polk!

A message to DOCK SLIP RENTERS
 from Dock Master Ad Claessens

KSC boat slip renters,

I urge every one of you to check on your boats and 
dock lines on a regular basis. I recently received a 
message from a club member whose neighboring boat 
broke its dock lines and did some damage to their boat.

The operating policy states clearly the appropriate dock 
line type and size required for your boat.
For boats up to 25’ a 3/8” nylon line is required,  
for boats larger than 25’ 1/2” nylon line is required.

No old polyester halyards or big box store poly lines. Polyester doesn’t stretch and absorb shocks like 
nylon. The cheap poly lines are not strong enough and not UV stable which makes them disintegrate 
in one or two seasons.

Please make a point a point to check your dock lines as soon as possible, especially when you have 
not been at the club for a while; please replace lines as necessary. You are responsible for the secure 
mooring of your boat, and are also responsible for damage that may result from broken dock lines.
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KSC’s Labor Day Boat Parade  
Decorating Contest Winners
 
The first ever KSC Labor Day Boat Parade took the place of the 
annual Low Country Boil as a safe way to still celebrate during 
these COVID-19 times. Thank you to everyone who participated!  
It was great to see so many boats out on the water!  It was also 
wonderful to honor our Past Commodores in attendance —  
Chris Zander, Joe Hiller, Steve Barnes and Rick Harper!!!   
And, thank you to everyone who voted virtually via email for their 
favorite parade boats!  

In honor of the traditional Low Country Boil, very special nautical 
pennants were designed and commissioned as the prizes for the 
three winners in the Boat Parade Decorating Contest!  

Congratulations to the winners!  
Leslee & Joe Hiller & Crew (right) definitely proved that  
KSC ROCKS!  Leslee made a giant KSC burgee, and you 
had to know your signal flags to read their special message!  
They take home the prize for MOST KSC SPIRIT!   

Dianne & Jeff Sisi (below left) went all out decorating their 
sailboat’s rigging - they were the Nautical U.S. Marine 
Pirates!  Now that they have won for the best boat in the 
NAUTICAL EXTRAVAGANZA category, they will have  
one more pennant to fly!  

Susan & Scott Brier with Dianne & Henry Johnson  
(below right) were a floating party with their own shark and 
a giant mask for their rechristened sailboat ‘CoronO’Clock!’  
They can enjoy 
the prize for 
MOST CREATIVE 
as they  
sit under the 
shade of their  
own palm tree 
mast!  



In Provincetown, Massachusetts, there is a monument to 
commemorate the landing place of the Pilgrims we all learned had first 
stepped foot on a rock in Plymouth. November 11, 2020 was the 400th 
anniversary of the landing in Cape Cod. 

Since 1620, Plymouth has capitalized on a tourist industry based upon 
the Mayflower, Plymouth Rock and Pilgrim Plantation. Provincetown 
has — for hundreds of years — been a sleepy Portuguese fishing village 
turned artist colony, and a haunt for alternative life styles.

9(Continued on the next page)

Our Sailing Heritage  

by Ray Tobias
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THE ROSE DOROTHEA 
Somewhere around the turn of the twentieth 
century, large schooners were still plying the 
seas. Marion Perry, a Portuguese-American 
fisherman living in a remote village on Cape 
Cod, called Provincetown, commissioned the 
building of a 108-foot-schooner, named the 
Rose Dorothea after his wife. The ship was 
built in the Essex shipyard for $15,000 and was 
a serious fishing vessel, requiring a crew of  
26 men.

THE LIPTON CUP
In 1907, Sir Thomas Lipton (Lipton Tea) offered 
a cup for a schooner race from Provincetown 
to Gloucester, and Gloucester to Boston, a 
race of 42 nautical miles. The prize was $5,000 

and a silver cup. It was 
the largest silver cup 
ever commissioned by 
Sir Lipton. July arrived 
and, in anticipation of 
the race, a number of 
schooners were at anchor 
in Provincetown’s harbor. 

Some, like the Rose, 
were working vessels and 
the others had arrived 
seeking the $5,000 purse. 

Marion’s wife, Rose, pleaded with him to enter 
the race. True to his blue collar mettle, Marion 
argued the ship was a working vessel and 
could not take the time off from fishing to enter 
some frilly race. Rose enlisted the help of the 



11(Continued on the next page)

crew’s wives and it was eventually decided the 
Rose Dorothea should represent Provincetown 
in this historic race. I couldn’t find record of 
how Rose accomplished the feat or Marion’s 
demeanor when it was decided. At any rate, 
the Rose Dorothea was entered into the race.

The fishermen’s wives were excited about the 
event and frequented the docks to observe 
the high society disembarking from the 
vessels. The usually quiet Commercial Street 
was awakened to the presence of ladies and 
gentlemen from, among other places, Boston 
and New York. Boarding houses were bulging 
with guests and the thread of conversation was 
the pending race. Wagers were made, the New 
York Yacht club being the favorite to win. It’s 
not clear which of the wives inquired about the 
different burgees flying from the rigging of the 
yacht club schooners. But, as the story goes, 
when the crew from the New York Yacht Club 
was queried, 
the wives 
were told each 
yacht club 
had their own 
distinctive 
burgee. The 
women asked 
if they could 
purchase one 
of the NYYC burgees and were gifted one. 
From it was spawned the Provincetown Yacht 
Club burgee that would soon be seen flying 
from the rigging of the Rose Dorothea. (see the 
burgees above!)

THE RACE
The race was held on the first of August, 
1907. The Rose Dorothea, skippered by 
Captain Perry, crewed by local fishermen, and 
flying the Provincetown Yacht Club burgee, 
set off with the sound of the starting cannon 
toward Gloucester. During the race, the Rose 

Dorothea’s top mast split and she was almost 
forced to retire. A shift in the wind direction and 
a hasty repair enabled the Rose to press on. 
To the surprise of most everyone, the Rose 
Dorothea crossed the finish line two and a half 
minutes before the remaining fleet. Yes, first! 

When she sailed back into Provincetown’s 
harbor, she had a broom lashed to the top of 
one of her masts signaling A CLEAN SWEEP! 
The town’s people were overjoyed and threw a 
celebratory parade and feast to honor Captain 
Perry and his crew. Reportedly, Captain Perry 
was overwhelmed and embarrassed by the 
reception. His solid work ethic being deeply 
woven into his personality, as you will see.

A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 
On August 20, 1907, President Theodore 
Roosevelt arrived in Provincetown to place the 
cornerstone of what was to become the tallest, 

all-granite 
monument 
in the United 
States, 
the Pilgrim 
Monument. It 
commemorates 
the landing 
place of the 
Pilgrims 

and the signing of the Mayflower Compact 
in Provincetown harbor before sailing 
to Plymouth, 5 weeks later. While in 
Provincetown, the president learned of the 
Rose Dorothea’s victory. He wanted to meet 
the captain and sent an envoy to the harbor 
to find Perry. The envoy found Captain 
Perry mending nets and informed him of the 
President’s request. The Captain responded 
he was a working man and, if the President 
wanted to meet him, he should come to 
the harbor. When informed of the Captain’s 
response, the President laughed and went on 
with the business at hand. They never met.



The Rose Dorothea was later sold to a 
Canadian firm. During WWI, the Rose was 
delivering salt cod to the south of Portugal 
when she was intercepted by a German 
U-boat. At the German Captain’s request, the 
Rose Dorothea’s crew was moved to life boats 
and she was torpedoed and sunk. Lost forever! 

In 1997, Francis (Flyer) Santos, a master ship 
builder in Provincetown, built a 1/2 scale model 
of the Rose Dorothea to commemorate her 
1907 victory. The 66-foot model is on display in 
the town’s library.

At the turn of the 21st century, it was decided 
to revitalize the Schooner Regatta. Annually, 
during Labor Day week, a bevy of schooners 
compete from Gloucester to Provincetown 
to win the “Fishermen’s Cup.” Additionally, a 
regatta for different classes, from catboats to 
larger keelboats, is held in the protection of the 
harbor. The schooners are available for tourist 
purview and tickets are sold to participate in 
an around-the-buoys race. It is a festive week 
honoring the town’s maritime heritage.
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... from the Keelboat Championships
photo by new member Matt Davis 

         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Nov 21 Sat 9:00 KSC Workday
 28 Sat 1:00 Frostbite Series #2

Dec 5 Sat 1:00 Frostbite Series #3
  Sat 4:00 Toys for Kids

Special Board of 
Stewards Meeting 

Saturday,  
December 19,  

10 am


