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Please join me in congratulating our 2020 
Dinghy Champions, Sandy and Keith Eustis!  
Our annual Dinghy Champ regatta took place in 
light airs on September 26th and 27th. Sandy 
and Keith in their Flying Scot “Phantom” edged 
out Kyran Dowling in his MC Scow to take 1st 
place overall and earn an engraved place on 
our Club Championship plaque. The two boats 
actually finished the regatta in a tie, with a mere 
11 points each. But four bullets in a row for 
Phantom on Saturday made for a decisive tie-
breaker. Congrats to both for showing us how 
it’s done when there is little-to-no wind to work 
with.

A big thanks to our PRO, John Sensor, for 
delivering five races in those challenging 
conditions on Saturday and another two in 
even worse conditions on Sunday. And to our 
excellent race committee: Terry Keane and  
Carl Nyberg in the white skiff, Chris Fink and 
Kay Haskell in the green skiff, Tim and Cole 
Owens in the Panga, and Chieko French and 
Cristen Cox on the RC boat.  

Each skiff had a turn at shortening course and 
calling out finishes by radio on Sunday. At one 
point between races, John radioed the white 
skiff to ask if any wind was in sight down the 
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Your Vote Counts!  Elections 2020

Greetings KSC Members,

As a member of KSC you have the privilege and responsibility of casting your vote in our 
annual election cycle. Additionally, this year we have a vote for Amending our  
By-Laws. (see next page for Proposed Bylaw Amendments). Amending the By-Laws can only be 
accomplished by a vote of the membership.

Your participation in the voting process is vital to the success of our elections and amending 
the By-Laws.

You will receive a mail out through the USPS. Inside the mail out, you will have  
(1) an Elections Ballot; you will use this to cast your vote for Flag Officers and Stewards; 
(2) a By-Laws Ballot; you will use this to signify your support or opposition to the proposed 
changes to the By-Laws; (3) candidate profiles; this is for your reference and yours to keep 
(do not return); (4) a sheet describing the proposed changes to the By-Laws; this, too, is for 
your information and is yours to keep (do not return); lastly (5) a self-addressed stamped 
envelope for you to return your ballot to KSC. You must sign the outside of the envelope 
for your vote to be counted. This system allows us to verify that each member has voted 
(once) without knowing for whom or what you cast your vote.

Please vote for both KSC Elections and By-Law Changes and return to Keowee Sailing Club 
without delay.

Ballots must be received by 10:00 am on Saturday November 14 to be valid.

KSC Ballot Processing Procedure:

Mark your Election Ballot

Mark your By-Laws Ballot

Place your completed ballots inside the 
self-addressed envelope

Be sure to 
— Print your name and 
— Sign the back of the return envelope
— Mail Ballot back to KSC

Sail On
Mark Halstead

Corner
Commodore’s

FINAL Review of   
2021 KSC Operating Budget 

The Finance Committee will be 
meeting on Wednesday Nov. 4, 
6:00pm at the Keowee Sailing Club. 
This is the final review of the proposed 
KSC 2021 Operating Budget prior to 
presentation to the Board of Stewards 
for approval. All KSC Members are 
welcome to attend.



Amendment A. 
An addition of the words in bold to KSC  
By-laws Article II, Section 2 as follows:
Article II – Election of Officers and Stewards
Section 2: The Commodore, Vice Commodore, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, and six Stewards 
shall be elected, not less than two weeks 
in advance, for a one-year term of office 
commencing on the first day of January and 
terminating on the last day of December. 
Three of the six Stewards shall be elected 
each year, for a term of two-years of office 
commencing on the first day of January and 
terminating on the last day of the December 
at the end of their two-year term.
 
Amendment B. 
An addition of the words in bold to KSC  
By-laws Article IV, Section 1 as follows:
Article IV – Stewards:
Section 1: The Stewards shall be six eligible 
Regular Club members in good standing 
elected by the Membership. All Stewards 
shall serve a term of two years, with three 
alternating terms so that three new stewards 
will be elected each year. It shall be the 
responsibility of the Nomination Committee 
to ensure proper status (see Art. IX, 1, b) of 
all Steward nominees. Proper status shall be 
maintained throughout the term of a Steward 
or the Steward shall immediately resign the 
position. At the beginning of each term, a 
Steward shall be assigned as liaison to a 
committee, including, but not limited to: 
Long-Range Planning, Events, Racing, 
Docks, Education, and Membership.
 

Proposed Bylaw Amendments  
by Colleen Patterson

Amendment C. 
A deletion of the words in strike-thru to KSC 
By-laws Article III, Section 1 and Article V, 
Section 1 as follows:
Article III – Duties of Officers
Section 1: Commodore: It shall be the duty of 
the Commodore (or Vice-Commodore in the 
Commodore’s absence) to preside at meetings, 
and to enforce the laws and regulations of 
the Club. and to vote only to break ties. The 
Commodore shall be an ex-officio member of 
all committees.
Article V – Board of Stewards
Section 1:  The Board of Stewards shall 
consist of: The Commodore, Vice-Commodore, 
Immediate Past Commodore, Secretary, 
Treasurer and six Stewards. They shall have the 
authority in the management of the affairs and 
finances of the Club as strictly interpreted within 
these By-laws and Operating Policy in the Club 
Handbook. It shall have the authority to set 
initiation fees and dues. It shall function as a 
Membership Committee. Each member of the 
Board shall have one vote.  The Commodore 
shall only vote in case of a tie.

Amendment D.
Adding a new section to KSC By-laws, 
Article VIII as follows:
Article VIII – Meetings
Section 11: Video Conferencing for Board 
of Steward meetings will be permitted when 
adequate notice has been provided and a 
quorum will be anticipated. The meeting 
must be conducted using technology to 
allow simultaneous communication that 
promotes the ability of all elected board 
members to see, hear and contribute to on-
going discussion. All previous Sections will 
apply to video conference meetings.
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Candidate Profiles
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lake toward South Cove. Terry’s response, “Are 
you kidding?” will no doubt be remembered 
for a long time to come. Kudos to all the 
competitors for their endurance – full results 
are posted here:  2020 Dinghy Championship 
Results
 
And speaking of 1st place — Julian Baldwin 
in his Laser has pulled into 1st place in the 
Fall session of our Thursday evening race 
series. These short, lightening-round dinghy 
races continue to be a hit, and the competition 

is close. Only seven points separate the next 
four competitors — Bob Graves in his Flying 
Scot, Kyran Dowling and Rod Andrew in MC 
Scows, and Glenn Kats in his Scot. We had to 
cancel racing on the 8th due to lack of wind, 
but all prior races have enjoyed good winds 
and beautiful evenings. 

We’re going to try to keep these Thursday 
races going right up to November 19th. 

But we’re starting to lose daylight, so we’re 
moving to an earlier start time.  Starting on 
October 22nd, Thursday night racing will 
start at 4:30. (See updated calendar on last page.)
 
And now on to the big question… Will there 
be a Turkey Shoot regatta in 2020?   
The answer is YES.
We wanted a regatta that offered a bit more 
than just racing, but without the obvious virus 
exposure risks of our traditional regattas – 
kitchen prep for multiple meals, close indoor 

socializing over said meals, etc. So we have 
proposed, and the Board of Stewards has 
approved, a scaled-back Turkey Shoot regatta 
that will consist of two days of racing for both 
Round-the-Buoys racers and Recreational 
racers – separate courses for each. Skippers’ 
meetings on Saturday will be conducted on 
the water, as we’ve been doing with our series 
races. Sailing Instructions will be available at 

Racing into the Fall continued

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PMHh8MIE0u-jzA4vDFYEmDSjDZnWtnGc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PMHh8MIE0u-jzA4vDFYEmDSjDZnWtnGc/view
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the launch area, and posted in advance on the KSC 
website.

There will also be an outdoor grab-and-eat boxed 
dinner on Saturday, and an outdoor awards 
ceremony on Sunday – all socially-distanced in the 
launch circle area. Bring your own lawn chairs.  
No registration or fee, but 
we’ll need RSVPs. More 
details are in the Notice 
of Race posted on our 
website here:  NOR for 
2020 Turkey Shoot Regatta.  
 
And then over the 
following two weeks, 
we’ll cap off this crazy 
racing year with our final 
Fright series races on 
the 31st, and a Keelboat 
Championship regatta on 
November 7th and 8th.  
That regatta will follow a 
similar format, with a simple 
outdoor dinner – more on that 
soon. After that, our Frostbite 
series will kick off the 2021 
racing year, beginning with 
Frostbite #1 on November 
14th.

As always, we’ll need race committee help for all of 
these events, and volunteer sign-up sheets for each 
are posted on the KSC website here:   
Race Committee Sign-Ups.
 
So we still have a lot to look forward to before we 
close out 2020 – more Thursday racing, and Fright 
#5 on the 17th. Then let’s all have some virus-
conscious fun and competition at the Turkey Shoot 
2020, October 24th and 25th!

 

Racing into the Fall continued

https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/racing-2/
https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/racing-2/
https://www.keoweesailingclub.com/racing-volunteer-signups/


8

One last Work Day is scheduled for 21 
November at 9:00. This will be our last chance 
to do outside work preparing our facility for 
colder weather. Our club standards of social 
distancing will still apply but since we are 
outside I think we can do a modified version of 
a traditional Work Day. Most of the identified 
projects would logically be done by small groups 
anyway. For any members who preferred to 
work within their designated “bubble” group, 
they should inform me beforehand and a project 
will be assigned to that select group. We will 
arrange as many jobs as possible. The work 
part of the day will end when those projects are 
completed.

Lunch will be a boxed sandwich combo rather 
than the traditional buffet. There will be sufficient 
seating in the pavilion while adhering to the 
current socially distanced layout.

Work Day: November 21 
Head Start on Work Credit
by Jan Cook

I hope those who have asked for work credit 
projects will take advantage of this additional 
opportunity. Members usually find great 
satisfaction in their contributions to the club on 
these days. 

Examples of projects currently identified:

— Repairing driveway edge

— Moving Opti rack

— Cleaning grills

— String trimming and/or mowing sail folding 
area, club sail boat beach, area in front of sign 
garden, outside fence 

— Cleaning up beach area

— Edging and mulching pathways 

— Helping winterize Sunfish area

Previous work party accomplishments



MOST KSC SPIRIT
Leslee & Joe Hiller & crew on their sailboat “No Brakes” proclaiming that  
“KSC Rocks!”  Look closely, not only do they have a GIANT KSC burgee,  
they are signaling a very rockin’ KSC message! 

Welcome to KSC’s Labor Day Boat Parade Decorating Contest!
The Events Committee invites all KSC members to vote for their favorite boat in each of three 
categories - Most KSC Spirit, Nautical Extravaganza & Most Creative!!!  Only one vote per 
category per membership.  Very special prizes are on the line, so cast your vote!  The winner 
in each category will be announced in a future issue of the Waterline.   PLEASE WATCH 
YOUR EMAIL FOR YOUR OFFICIAL BOAT PARADE DECORATING CONTEST BALLOT! 



NAUTICAL EXTRAVAGANZA
Chris, Abby & Edna Zander on their sailboat Favorite Sport as  
“The Mermaid’s Nautical Chariot!”  The lovely mermaid Abby rides in luxury  
on the bow of her nautical chariot decorated with signal flags!



NAUTICAL EXTRAVAGANZA
Dianne & Jeff Sisi on their sailboat Issaqueena as “Nautical U.S. Marine Pirates!”   
Their boat was complete with a full complement of signal flags, mascots in the rigging,  
plus U.S. Marine & Pirate flags!



NAUTICAL EXTRAVAGANZA
Jan & Phil Cook on their sailboat As You Wish joined in the boat parade after  
Vice Commodore Jan Cook reviewed the KSC fleet.   
They are showing their “Nautical Red White & Blue” spirit for Labor Day!



NAUTICAL EXTRAVAGANZA
Mark Halstead & Steve Barnes on Mark’s sailboat Paraclete brought up the rear in the  
Boat Parade after Commodore Mark Halstead reviewed the KSC fleet.  They were styled as 
the “Nautical Commodores” - look for the Commodore’s hat & flag!



MOST CREATIVE
Donna & Joey Mayeur on their pontoon Tempest styled as a “Mardi Gras Celebration 
Float!”  Swinging Mardi Gras beads decorated their boat float, and if you were lucky,  
Joey threw some beads your way!



MOST CREATIVE
Susan & Scott Brier with Dianne & Henry Johnson on the Brier’s sailboat Wine O’Clock 
rechristened for the parade as CoronO’Clock — wearing its own giant mask!   
Their ‘pandemic-ally safe Corona Island’ was ‘safe, yet still FUN’ under the shade of the 
umbrella & palm tree mast, complete with Hawaiian shirts, tropical flowers, music,  
a shark following them, and of course, Coronas!



MOST CREATIVE
The Cox Family on their sailboat Main Distraction were soaking up fun & sun with 
“SpongeBob & Friends!”  This family updated an old tradition with a modern day 
figurehead!  



MOST CREATIVE
Carl Nyberg & Karin Heiman on their sailboat with a very special “Baby Announcement!”  
Talk about a fun gender reveal party - the Mom-to-be out for a day on the water with pink & 
blue balloons, streamers and her doctor!



MOST CREATIVE
Debra Kruljac & Marcus Caballero volunteered on the White Skiff and had a message 
for us all -- “Don’t Worry, Be Happy!”  Cheerful streamers and smiley faces matched the 
sunshine of the day!



In previous Waterline articles we covered the skill set you need to 
bareboat charter, how to select and book the right boat, and planning 
for that big sailing vacation. Now, the dates for your bareboat charter 
have finally arrived and you are on your way. As you travel to your sailing 
destination you feel apprehensive; the pre-charter jitters. Knowing what to 
expect and how to prepare for it will lower that anxiety. You are going to 
have a great time, once you get underway. 

To be candid, that very first day of your bare boat charter will be 
overwhelming. There is so much information to process. It can be quite 
taxing, especially if you have been traveling all day. Factor in flight 
connections, customs and immigration, at least one trip in a taxi, and 
maybe even a ferry ride. That is why I choose to separate my travel day 
from the first day of the charter by spending the first night either ashore 
or aboard the yacht in the harbor. Most charter bases are located in 
marinas affiliated with an adjacent resort. That way I can report fresh in 
the morning on the first day of the actual charter, having rested from the 
previous day’s travel. Many charter companies offer a “sleep aboard” 
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Charter Boat Sailing
from Keowee to Cruising

The First Day of  Your Charter —  
What to Expect
by Ed Stoll

(Continued on the next page)
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or “early boarding” 
option, where you 
spend that first night 
on the boat in the 
marina. The rate is 
usually cheaper than 
staying in the resort. 
I prefer this option 
to staying ashore 
because it gives 
you more time to 
familiarize yourself 
with your charter 
yacht. 

Choosing the early 
boarding option 
provides you with 
extra time for you to 
go through the boat’s 
inventory. Typically, 
when you arrive at 
the base you will be 
given a folder with a 
few forms to fill out. 
One of these will 
be a boat inventory 
checklist and you 
will be asked to go through the boat to make 
sure everything is all there. This is also an 
opportunity to become familiar with where 
important items are located, some that you 
may need in an emergency like flares, the tool 
box, and the manual bilge pump. If something 
is missing or you can’t find it, circle it on the 
checklist so it can be located or replaced later 
during the formal “Boat Show.” To make this 
inventory process go smoother, when you first 
arrive at your boat, I suggest that you leave 
your luggage on the dock or in the cockpit. 
Many items on the checklist are stored in 
cubby holes and concealed compartments, 
under and behind settee and berth cushions. 
The inventory checklist is like a scavenger hunt 
through the whole boat.

Once the cabin area 
has been checked 
out, then move your 
luggage down below 
for unpacking. Most 
charter companies 
will tell you not to 
bring hard suitcases 
as they are difficult 
to stow on board. 
We use collapsible 
duffle bags on a flat 
frame with rollers 
and a retractable 
handle. Using the 
early boarding 
option also comes 
in handy just in 
case your luggage 
decides to arrive on 
the island one day 
later than you do. 
That’s exactly what 
happened on one 
charter to the US 
Virgin Islands, when 
we had a direct 

flight from Atlanta to St. Thomas without any 
connections. Somehow our luggage didn’t even 
make it on the plane, but was delivered to the 
marina the next day right before we cast off. 

Remember, this is a “bareboat” charter. It 
doesn’t come with groceries. You will need to 
provision. In many cases this can be done by 
the charter company for you. You pre-order 
what you want off checklist forms before the 
charter begins, and when you arrive your 
provisions are delivered to the dock. You just 
have to load them on board, finding a place to 
store everything. There is a fee for this service 
in addition to the cost of the groceries and the 
choices are limited. You may prefer to self-
provision, going to a local supermarket which 

Turtle Bay, Culebrita
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usually involves a taxi or rental car. If you 
are lucky there will be a supermarket within 
reasonable walking distance with a shopping 
cart, or the store might arrange for delivery. 
Research online or consult with your charter 
company about the best place locally to buy 
your groceries and adult beverages. Compile a 
shopping list based on how many of each type 
of meal you anticipate having on board. Many 
of the anchorages will have beach restaurants 
that you won’t want to miss. Use your float plan 
to create the shopping list before you leave on 
your vacation. Check ahead of your departure 
to be sure your credit card company doesn’t 
charge a fee for currency exchange if you 
are chartering outside the U.S., and let them 
know your travel plans so they won’t block 
your overseas transactions. When we use the 
“early boarding” option we try to do most of our 
provisioning the evening we arrive. Otherwise, 
find out when the stores open and be there 
early enough in the morning so you can be fully 
provisioned by mid-morning on the first day of 
your charter.

All charters will begin with a Boat Show and 
a chart briefing. The Boat Show averages 

between one and two hours, and is conducted 
by an employee of the charter company who 
takes you through your entire boat. This is not 
a sailing lesson; it is a thorough presentation of 
the boat still tied to the dock. You will be shown 
the location of the boat’s safety equipment, 
how to start and operate the engine, operation 
of the marine head and if necessary how to 
pump out the holding tank, how to monitor 
and manage the electrical system, be given a 
schedule for charging the batteries, instructed 
how to safely connect and disconnect the shore 
power, where the tank filler deck plates are 
located, how to switch between multiple fresh 
water tanks, operate the bilge pumps, and how 
to light the stove and oven, and shown where 
the gas solenoid switch is located. On top of 
that you’ll be given a demonstration on how 
to operate the anchor windlass and locate its 
reset button, verify that the proper charts are 
aboard, and shown how to start the dinghy 
engine. You’ll get an abbreviated introduction to 
the chartplotter, depth sounder, and VHF radio. 
It’s assumed you already know how to use 
these devices. And of course, you’ll be shown 
how to raise and unfurl the sails and how to 
properly reef the main. The Boat Show will be a 

South Shore of Vieques, P.R.
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couple hours of information overload, so don’t 
go through it alone. The whole crew should be 
involved, with one person designated as note 
taker. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. Get 
clear instructions on the best way to contact 
the charter company in the unlikely event 
that you need to report a problem and need 
assistance. And remember to ask about the 
procedure for returning the boat at the end of 
charter. In addition to hailing the charter base 
on the VHF radio for docking instructions, you 
may be required to stop at the local fuel dock 
for a fill up and pump out of the holding tank 
before returning the boat to its slip. Write it 
down because in a few hours, all you will be 
thinking about will be trimming the sails.

The chart briefing is typically done at a set 
time, attended by all the crews that are 
beginning their charters that day. The briefing 
usually occurs in a room with nautical charts 
displayed on the walls. Here is where having 
a predetermined itinerary can help you focus 
your attention on the relevant navigational 
hazards or features that are covered in the 
briefing. You will be informed about any 
prohibited sailing areas that are off limits to 

charter sailboats. If the cruising area has a 
system of mooring balls as in the BVIs, specific 
instruction will be given on how to identify 
which ones to use, how to properly tie up to 
them, and how payment is collected. You’ll also 
hear about highlights of special interest, like 
where are the best places to dock or beach 
your dinghy, marinas to obtain water for the 
fresh water tank, and up-to-date restaurant 
and beach bar reviews. Be ready to ask any 
specific questions that you may have written 
down when you created your itinerary. The 
chart briefing is the best place to get the 
answers. 

When you create the float plan for your 
charter, it is wise to select your first night’s 
anchorage only a few miles from the base 
since you may not leave the marina until well 
after noon. It may take that long to complete 
your provisioning, the Boat Show and chart 
briefing, and to have a quick lunch before your 
crew is ready to leave the dock. And don’t 
forget to get your crew fitted out for fins and 
diving masks before you cast off. When you 
are finally ready to leave, notify the charter 
office or their dock master so you will be given 

Red Hook, St. Thomas, USVI. (Continued on the next page)
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assistance leaving the slip. If you don’t feel 
confident driving a wide beamed yacht through 
a crowded marina, don’t be afraid to ask the 
charter company to provide a boat driver for 
just leaving (and returning) to the marina slip. 
Once you are outside the breakwaters, your 
driver hands over the wheel and gets picked 
up by a dinghy from shore. Make sure one of 
your crew tends to your dinghy to keep it out 
of trouble as you pull out of the slip. Once you 
have navigated through the crowded marina, 
past the forest of masts and expensive yachts, 
you finally reach the open water outside the 
harbor entrance. The exuberance you feel is 
indescribable. Once the sails are set and the 
boat heels in the trade winds, all the hard work 
preparing yourself to get to this moment fades 
into oblivion. 

The anxiety of that first day will shrink each 
time you charter. That is especially true if you 
are a repeat charterer with the same company 
and sailing in the same cruising grounds.  

Soon, you will know the waters like the back of 
your hand as you explore all the anchorages 
you missed the first time around. The people at 
the charter company will become old friends. 
The chart briefing and boat show will be 
abbreviated because they know you already 
absorbed a good deal of the same information 
on previous charters. Anticipation will replace 
apprehension the more you charter.

Now that you are a charter boat sailor, create 
a sailing resume and keep it current. Develop 
close friendships with others keen to charter. 
Ideally, you will put together a crew where 
everyone is compatible and each contributes 
to make it a shared achievement. This permits 
you to consider chartering larger yachts in 
bigger waters. Find a favorite place to charter 
again and again, or you can broaden your 
horizons to new and more challenging areas. 
But no matter which path you choose, you will 
be charter boat sailing.

Buck Island, St. Croix, USVI.



... from the Dinghy  
Championships 

         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Oct 10 Sat 10:00 KSC Board of Stewards
 15 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 17 Sat 1:30 Fright Series #5
 22 Thur 4:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 24   KSC Turkey Shoot 2020
 25   KSC Turkey Shoot 2020
 29 Thur 4:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 31 Sat 1:30 Fright Series #6

Nov 4 Wed  6:00 KSC 2021 Operating  
    Budget Final Review 
 5 Thur 4:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 7 Sat  Keelboat Championship
 8 Sun  Keelboat Championship
 12 Thur 4:30  Thursday Evening Racing
 14 Sat 10:00 KSC Board of Stewards Meeting
 19 Thur 4:30  Thursday Evening Racing
 21 Sat 9:00 KSC Workday 


