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by Commodore Mark Halstead

Fall is a busy time of year for the 
“business” of Keowee Sailing Club.  
It is a time that we prepare our plans 
for the following year. We consider 

what projects 
we wish to 
undertake,  
we prepare our 
budget for the 
following year 
and we elect 
new leadership 
positions for  
the club.  
 
Additionally this 
year, we are 
also considering 
changes to our 
Club By-Laws 
and Operating 
Policy.
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This work is being completed by dedicated 
volunteers who serve in elected positions, 
and also those club members who bring 
their own expertise to the tasks that we 
undertake.

Keowee Sailing Club is a self-help and self- 
governed club by you, our membership.  
We are a better club when members 
choose to get involved. We need you to 
take an active role in shaping what KSC will 
look like for not only next year but for years 
to come. 

Nominations for the 2021 Board of 
Stewards are now open. The Nominations 

Committee will be accepting nominations 
through October 9. We are fortunate at 
KSC to have a wide range of talent and 
experience within our membership — it 
is time to tap into that knowledge for the 
leadership of 2021. 

Please consider in what capacity you can 
serve KSC. You may also nominate others 
who you have seen demonstrate leadership 
and a love for KSC. Nominees must be 
Regular Members in good standing.
 
It is your time and KSC needs you!
 
Sail On
Mark Halstead

Continued

As of the September Board of Stewards Meeting, nominations are now being accepted for Flag 
Officer and Steward positions to serve on the 2021 Keowee Sailing Club Board of Stewards.

	 Flag	Officers:		 Commodore,	Vice-Commodore,	Secretary,	Treasurer	
	 Stewards:		 	 6	Steward	positions

Nominees must be Regular Members in good standing.

The Nominations Committee members are Mark Halstead, Commodore; Bill Hurni,  
Past Commodore; Tracy Carr, Member at Large; Kip Goodman, Member at Large;  
Sharon Hamilton, Member at Large.

Nominations	may	be	submitted	by	email	to:	commodore@keoweesailingclub.com,	or	mail	to:	
Keowee	Sailing	Club,	Attn.	Commodore,	150	Keowee	Sailing	Club	Rd.,	Seneca,	SC	29672.

The field of candidates will be announced at the October BOS Meeting. Voting Ballots will be mailed 
to each member. Votes will be counted at the November BOS Membership Meeting.



3

Every fall, KSC regular members in good 
standing are sent a ballot to elect the new 
board. This year, there will also be several 
proposed changes to the KSC by-laws included 
in the ballot. These	changes	consist	of	three	
main	areas:	first	is	to	allow	for	a	two-year	
term	for	Stewards;	second,	to	clarify	voting	
for	the	Commodore;	and	third,	to	allow	video	
conferencing	for	future	board	meetings. It is 
imperative that everyone return their ballot in 
order to pass the changes to the by-laws.
 
The first change is in response to an approved 
board recommendation from December, 2019, 
when the long-range planning committee 
recommended to increase	the	term	of	each	
Steward	to	two	years as a way to ensure the 
implementation of the adopted long-range plan.
 
The second issue regards voting	and	
consistency with Robert’s Rules of Order.   
This is to allow the Commodore a vote. 
Because the Commodore is a member of the 
club, he/she has the same voting rights as any 
other member. Further, since KSC has a small 
board, the Commodore protects “the impartial 

position” by exercising a voting right only when 
his/her vote would affect the outcome, in which 
case, he/she can either vote and thereby 
change the result, or can abstain.  
 
In light of the new era of social distancing, the 
third change is to	allow	video	conferencing	
of	KSC	board	meetings. To be compliant, 
it is recommended that a meeting must be 
conducted by technology that allows all 
participating members to see each other, 
as well as to hear each other, at the same 
time. The opportunity for simultaneous 
communication is essential to the deliberative 
character of our meetings. Due to the ever-
changing technology, the provision for video 
conferencing will be specified in our by-laws; 
however, the “how” will be provided for in the 
operating procedures of the club.
 
The board has reviewed all the new proposed 
language for the by-laws, and encourages the 
membership to approve all of the changes. 
Please return your ballot, as a change to the 
by-laws requires input from all of our members.

Proposed KSC By-law Changes
by Colleen Patterson
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It is Time to Divide Up the Pirate Loot!
by Pirate Queen Liz Keenen

As we must still keep two pirate swords between ourselves and other pirates, the 
division of pirate loot (or to those landlubbers, ‘the awarding of prizes’) must be 
done virtually.  

High Tech Scavenger Hunt Winners

Word of the fastest Pirate Ships in the Scavenger Hunt has spread throughout the 
hideout, and now, they can toast their success with their very own Legless Pirate 
Cork Screw!   

Congratulations again to  
Pirates Scott & Susan Brier, the Fastest Sailboat Pirate Ship,  
Pirates Jan, Phil & Ryan Cook, the Fastest Motorboat Pirate Ship and  
Pirates Jorie, Alex & Sid Feltus, the Fastest Human Propelled Pirate Ship!   

Three cheers!!!

(Continued on the next page)



Best Male  
Pirate in Training:

Dean	Kats

Best Female  
Pirate in Training:

Melody	Pruitt

Before we award our best dressed pirates in the *Socially Distanced* Pirate Costume 
Contest, we need some war cries, boot stomping and a shot or two fired into the air 
(again, for the landlubbers, that means some ‘cheering’), for all of the pirates at  
Keowee Sailing Club who came out of the rigging to cast their vote for their favorite 
pirates!!!  The competition was very fierce, but thankfully, it was a virtual battle  
and not to the death!  

Now, for the moment all you pirates have been waiting, and very 
impatiently I might add, it is time to award our best dressed pirates!  

For 2020, our Best Female ‘Pirate in Training’ is Pirate Melody Pruitt, and our Best Male 
‘Pirate in Training’ is Pirate Dean Kats!  As we want our ‘Pirates in Training’ to continue 
to sharpen their pirate skills and go on to successful careers on the high seas, each will 
be awarded their very own, fully functioning ‘Bring ‘em Near’ Pirate Spyglass!  This is the 
real deal folks, not some chintzy plastic toy  - the pirates at KSC want to ensure that the 
next generation of pirates are as tricky and speedy as can be!  So beware — they will be 
coming for you!  
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Best Female  
Pirate:

Best Male  
Pirate:

Anna	 
Sisi

As	even	pirates	can	occasionally	show	manners,	we	will	let	the	ladies	go	first,	and	
announce	for	2020	the	Best	Female	Pirate	is	Pirate	Anna	Sisi!		And,	the	Best	Male	
Pirate	for	2020	is	Pirate	Marcus	Caballero!		Very,	very	special	prizes	have	been	selected	
for	these	winners	-	genuine	Pieces	of	8,	complete	with	Certificate	of	Authenticity!		
These	pirates	can	proudly	show	off	their	authentic	Pieces	of	8	around	the	KSC	hideout	
and	make	everyone	else	jealous!	

Marcus	 
Caballero
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And	finally,	the	last	award	goes	to	Pirates	Susan	&	Scott	Brier	as	our	2020	Best	Pirate	
Shipmates!		Once	it	is	safe	to	do	so,	it	is	drinks	on	Pirate	Susan	&	Scott	Brier’s	boat,	
‘cause	their	Pirate	Ship	will	be	loaded	up	with	their	prize	of	a	set	of	8	Shatterproof	
Stemless	Pirate	Wine	Glasses!		Raise	your	glass!

Thanks	again	to	everyone	who	came	out	 
for	the	High	Tech	Scavenger	Hunt	and	 
who	entered	the	*Socially	Distanced*	Pirate	Costume	Contest	
—	it	just	goes	to	show	that	with	a	will,	 
our	KSC	pirates	will	find	a	way!		

Golden	Pirates 
Susan	and	Scott	Brier

Best Pirate Shipmates:
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Charter Boat Sailing
from Keowee to Cruising
by Ed Stoll

Planning and Booking  
Your First Charter

In my previous article, I discussed the skills needed to 
bareboat charter an auxiliary cruising sailboat. Let’s move 
on to planning and booking your first charter.   
If you decide to attend a sailing school for bareboat 
certification, they sometimes have an affiliation 
with a major charter company for referrals and 
discounts. The charter sailing industry has a 
worldwide presence, with charter bases 
located in all the prime cruising areas. 
For Keowee sailors, the Caribbean and 
Florida are convenient destinations for 
a first charter. But before you pick 
a company, consider where you 
would like to sail.

Your first charter 
destination should 
have relatively easy 

(Continued on the next page)
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sailing conditions with short 
distances between stops. You 
should be able to navigate by 
line-of-sight between anchorages 
where you will find a variety of 
pleasant activities on shore.  
Having chartered and cruised 
in most of the Caribbean, my 
unequivocal recommendation 
for a first charter is the British 
Virgin Islands (BVIs). If there is 
a “Disneyland for Sailors,” this 
island nation is it. Unlike any 
other sailing destination, the 
main focus of the BVIs is charter 
boat sailing and everything is geared toward 
sailing tourism. Closer to KSC, there is a less 
expensive alternative that could serve well for a 
first charter. The Pine Island Sound area on the 
southwest coast of Florida offers the protected 
waters of the sound and intracoastal waterway, 
with access to the open waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico. A distant second to the BVIs, Florida 
sailing has the advantage of easier access. 
These are a couple of my own suggestions. 
But the possibilities are endless.

To find out more about 
charter destinations, talk to 
other KSC members who 
have recently returned from 
charters. Get their take 
on a particular destination 
and any recommendations, 
like when is the best 
time to go there. Sailing 
magazine articles written 
about personal chartering 
experiences are another 
source of candid appraisal.  
At the end of this article I 
have listed a few charter-

related articles written by the charter editor of 
Sail Magazine. You will also find a short list of 
charter companies along with links to websites. 
Websites are your gateway to all major charter 
companies, where you can find information 
about their network of bases and the type 
of sailing conditions. Here you will also find 
images of their available yachts, along with 
specifications and layouts. You can also get an 
estimate of the cost, and confirm availability for 
the dates of your proposed charter.   
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The charter company website is the basic tool 
for booking your charter.

A successful charter company operates on a 
business model that is based on getting you 
on a boat, matching the choice of the sailing 
environment to your skill level, and providing 
an enjoyable experience that you will want 
to repeat. Return charterers usually get a 
5% discount on future bookings. Invariably, 
charter companies will require some form 
of testament of your boating experience. 
Often this comes in the form of a simple 
questionnaire asking for the number of days 
that you have sailed a boat of similar size to 
what you want to rent, how many times you 
have anchored, docked, reefed, etc. I doubt 
if you will get turned away for lack of sufficient 
experience, but you might be required to hire 
the services of professional captain for the 
first day or longer, in order to charter the boat. 
But as discussed in my previous article, the 
certificates you received upon completion 
of the sailing school courses ASA 101, 103, 
and 104 (or equivalent) should be sufficient 
documentation of experience to bareboat in 
a place like the BVIs. And as you add actual 

charter experience to that record of training, 
you can begin to build a sailing resume. This 
record of your successful charters will become 
your strongest proof of competency. Based 
on your growing experience, companies are 
willing to offer incremental jumps in boat size 
and to welcome you to charter in locations with 
more challenging sailing conditions.

Once you have settled on a destination for 
your first charter, shop around different charter 
company websites to find the right boat to 
fit your crew size and budget. Besides the 
layout and number of cabins and heads, 
remember to check the boat’s specifications.   
For example, the capacity of the fresh water 
tank is important when creating your float plan 
in terms of marina stops. Sometimes draft 
and bridge clearance are critical. Is there a 
dodger to keep spray out of the cockpit? How 
about a Bimini for shade; a windlass for the 
anchor? Is there a GPS chart plotter at the 
helm station? If members of your crew have 
mobility issues, look at the layout of the boat 
in terms of steps from cabin to cockpit, and 
how they would access the dinghy for trips 
ashore. If you are chartering a monohull in 
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the 45-ft or longer range, rent one with a bow 
thruster. A catamaran not only provides a 
more stable ride than a monohull, but there 
is more space for a large crew to spread out. 
For your first charter you should look for a 
boat of comparable size to what you sailed 
during your Bareboat Cruising (ASA 104), or 
Cruising Catamaran (ASA 114) course. Factor 
in the sailing experience of your crew when 
selecting the boat. Extra hands capable of 
reefing, operating the windlass, picking up a 
mooring, setting dock lines and fenders, and 
occasional steering, make skippering easier. 
In the end someone has to step up and be 
the “captain,” meaning that person who has 
the credentials to bareboat and who signs the 
charter contract.  

Every charter company will require a charter 
contract agreement. The contract basically 
states that you are responsible for the boat 
during the term of the charter. It includes 
details about insurance arrangements, 
damage deposit, cancellation policy, a 
prohibition of night sailing, and sets the 
geographic limits of the sailing area. Reading 
the contract focuses your attention on just 
what level of responsibility you are assuming.  
When you book a charter, a deposit will be 

(Continued on the next page)

required to hold the boat, amounting anywhere 
between 10 to 50 percent of the charter boat 
fee. I typically book a boat at least six months 
in advance of my sailing vacation in order to 
guarantee that I get the specific boat I want, 
exactly when I want it. Bookings can quickly fill 
for the desirable “high season” months of the 
calendar.  

Cost to charter depends proportionally on 
the size of boat, age of the boat, and the 
popularity of the destination.   A personal 
example that I can give you to illustrate cost is 
our last charter with The Moorings on Tortola, 
BVI in 2018. We chartered a 38-ft monohull 
less than 5-years’-old with two cabins. For a 
9-day charter the base price for the boat was 
$6,175 for March, during the “high” season. 
With taxes, permit fees, discounts, and an 
early boarding for the night before our charter 
began, the cost swelled to $6,838. With four of 
us in the crew, that worked out to about $190 
per person per day. But remember that is 
just the cost of the bare boat. Additional boat 
expenses will include mooring and marina 
fees, fuel and potable water costs, and rent 
for special equipment like a paddle board or 
kayak (an inflatable dinghy and dinghy engine 
is included in the bareboat fee). Add the cost 



of airfare, motel 
accommodations, 
plus your provisions 
for the cruise. 
Provisioning can 
be the largest out 
of pocket expense 
after you arrive in the 
islands.  

To lower the cost of 
chartering consider 
going during the 
“off season” or the “shoulder season” when 
prices drop from the peak rates. My favorite 
month to charter sail in the Caribbean is April. 
Up in Maine or Canada I prefer September. In 
both cases those months are in the shoulder 
season. I try to avoid the high season when 
charter costs peak and the cruising grounds 
are crowded. Summer in the Caribbean is the 
least expensive time to charter a boat. It is also 
the beginning of hurricane season and the 
weather is hot and usually calm. September is 
the peak month for tropical storms. For further 
savings, you could eliminate the expense of 
air fare by chartering in U.S. coastal waters. 
Florida, the Chesapeake, and New England 
are charter destinations that are reasonably 
accessible via the family vehicle.

For your first charter you might consider joining 
a flotilla. Charter companies with large fleets 
will offer this option a few times during the 
year as a benefit for novice charterers. As 
part of a flotilla your charter boat will travel 
with a group of boats, along with a company-
provided captain aboard a lead boat. If you 
have any problems or need assistance there is 
help readily available. You are still the skipper 
of your yacht, but a professional captain is 
always close at hand for guidance and local 
knowledge. And equally important, you will be 
sharing your first bareboat experience with 
other novice skippers. 

For those of you 
who would rather 
forego the stress 
and responsibility of 
a bareboat charter, 
there is a quick short 
cut to get yourself on 
a charter boat. But 
it will cost you more. 
It’s called a “paid 
captain” charter. 
You charter the boat, 

but it comes with an experienced professional 
skipper. The hired captain will require 
accommodations on board, so you will need 
to charter a larger boat. That’s where the extra 
cost begins, plus the captain’s wages and 
provisioning. For even more luxury, a “crewed” 
charter includes both a skipper and a chef / 
first mate. You get to sail the boat as much 
as you want and have input on the itinerary. 
There is a less expensive version of the 
crewed charter, called “charter-by-the-cabin.” 
Dream Yacht Charters seems to be the leader 
in this concept. Typically, the sailboats are 
large catamarans in the 60-ft range with five 
or six cabins. With a paid captain and crew 
to prepare your meals, you are basically a 
passenger and are sharing the boat with other 
cabin charterers. The itinerary is fixed before 
departure, along with a number of optional 
onshore excursions to local points of interest.  

Once you have booked your bareboat charter 
you will want to find out more about your 
selected destination. Each cruising area 
will have one or more published cruising 
guides and sometimes your charter fee will 
include a copy of the guidebook. A typical 
cruising guide contains harbor sketches and 
aerial photographs with written descriptions 
of approaches, anchoring, and marina 
information. The text describes shore side 
amenities, restaurants, and points of interest.  
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This valuable source of information will be 
useful as you create the float plan for your 
charter. Cruising in the BVIs you sail for only 
2-3 hours a day. That gives you plenty of 
time to enjoy snorkeling, beaches, and local 
restaurants.  

And don’t forget to budget time for plain old 
relaxation. I recommend that you read the 
guidebook front-to-back before you go. It 
contains all kinds of information about what 
to expect on the water and on shore. Once 
you have mapped out your itinerary you can 
always tweak it after you get there. The weather 
doesn’t always cooperate so work in at least 
one layover day or have a plan to shorten 
your cruise if necessary. A 7-day cruise is 

the minimum length of charter in order to 
fully experience a typical sailing destination.  
Having a prepared float plan before you arrive 
will provide structure and rhythm for overall 
planning. Whether or not you elect to have the 
charter company provision your boat, your 
float plan becomes the template for your meal 
planning. Plan your days with a mix of activity 
and relaxation that appeals to all your crew,  
not just the skipper.

In the next article I will write about what 
to expect when you arrive at your charter 
destination and the typical sequence of events 
for the first day of your charter.  

A Short List of Sailing Charter Companies:
The Moorings – https://www.moorings.com/
Sunsail – https://www.sunsail.com/
Dream Yacht Charter – https://www.dreamyachtcharter.com/
Horizon Yacht Charters – https://horizonyachtcharters.com/
TMM Yacht Charters – https://www.sailtmm.com/
Southwest Florida Yachts – https://www.swfyachts.com/
Canadian Yacht Charters – https://www.cycnorth.com/

Cruising Guide Sources:
Cruising Guide Publications – https://www.cruisingguides.com/
Chris Doyle and Lexi Fisher spiral bound guides to eastern Caribbean Islands
Cornell Sailing Cruising Guides –  
https://cornellsailing.com/voyage-preparation/cruising-guides-for-all-sailing-destinations/
List of 250 cruising guides for all over the world grouped by region

Sail Magazine Chartering Articles by Zuzana Prochazka, charter editor:
At https://www.sailmagazine.com/author/zuzana-prochazka
Know How:  Picking the Right Charter Boat (Nov 8, 2018)
Picking a Charter Destination (Sept 13, 2019)
Saving Money on a Charter (July 27, 2018)
Chartering the British Virgin Islands (Oct 17, 2019)
Chartering in the U.S. Virgin Islands (Oct 19, 2019)
Chartering the Spanish Virgin Islands (Oct 21, 2019)
Charter:  More For Your Money (Feb 12, 2020)



         
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Sept 24 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing #5
  26 Sat  KSC Dinghy Championship
 27 Sun  KSC Dinghy Championship

Oct 1 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 3 Sat 10:00 First Budget Meeting for 2021  
   1:30 Fright Series #4
 8 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 10 Sat 10:00 KSC Board of Stewards
 15 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 17 Sat 1:30 Fright Series #5
 22 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 24   KSC Turkey Shoot 2020
 25   KSC Turkey Shoot 2020
 29 Thur 5:30 Thursday Evening Racing
 31 Sat 1:30 Fright Series #6

Open Adult Sails


