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KSC Re-Opening Process
Club Operations Update  
as related to the Coronavirus:
For the past two months we have been 
operating Keowee Sailing Club with limited 
programs and operations. This has been done 
to protect the health of our members and 
reduce possible exposure to the Coronavirus. 
Members still have had access to their boats 
and been able to be outside and be on the 
water.

At KSC, we are first and foremost a sailing 
club; we wish for our members to be on the 
water and take full advantage of the beautiful 

creation we get to experience while spending 
time at KSC. 

Recognizing that the Coronavirus is still a 
challenge and a danger facing our community, 
we are opening up some limited operations. 
With these changes, we wish to re-emphasize 
the safety of all our members and  — as before 
these steps are implemented — to have a 
safe environment for all members while still 
emphasizing sailing.

The Limited Operations will stay in effect until 
such time as it is safe and healthy to update 
operations.
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COVID 19 Positive: 
We ask all members (and their guests) to 
notify the Commodore if you have been at 
KSC in the 72 hours prior to having symptoms 
or testing positive for Covid 19. You may do 
this anonymously but it is vitally important that 
members who were present at the club during 
your visit are aware that they have an exposure 
risk. Your name will not be shared through club 
communications, but we will make club members 
aware of an exposure risk.  
Please email the Commodore at  
commodore@keoweesailingclub.com 
You should also contact the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control 
(www.scdhec.gov) or your state agency.

Face Masks: 
Members and guests are encouraged to wear 
face masks while on the grounds and facilities at 
KSC. The face mask you wear may be the safety 
that your neighbor cherishes.

Events: 
It was determined that, at this time, there is no 
safe way to offer our traditional social events. 
Further it was decided that to avoid confusion, all 
social events are cancelled until further notice, 
and it is deemed safe to have large gatherings 
of people. The KSC calendar will be updated 
monthly to reflect this.

House: 
There was extensive debate as to how members 
could use club plates, utensils, counters, 
glasses, etc., while the club provides a safe 
germ-free environment for all members. It was 
decided that in the best interest of safety and 
cleanliness, the main kitchen would remain 
closed and locked. 

The outside grills will be available for use, and 
will be spaced 6-feet apart. Members must bring 
their own utensils, spatulas, plates, glasses, etc.
The pavilion will be opened up for use, and 
tables and chairs will be placed to maintain 
distancing.

The ice machine will be available for use, and 
members are encouraged to sanitize/wipe down 
the scoop handle as well as other touched 
surfaces.The “old” kitchen will be available for 
members to wash their own utensils.

Bathrooms will continue to be available for KSC 
members and their guests.

The main clubhouse room will continue to be 
closed for gatherings.

The cleaning crew will begin servicing the 
clubhouse two days per week and will focus on 
sanitizing surfaces in addition to their primary 
cleaning responsibilities.

No gatherings are allowed of more than ten 
people. 

Note: These bullet points are consistent with  
SC State rules for restaurants and use of indoor/
outdoor spaces.

Guest Policy: 
The guest policy has not changed (six guests 
per member family), but it was emphasized that 
members and their guests should not exceed the 
limitations of gatherings of more than ten people. 
It is the responsibility of members to inform 
their guests of all club rules including the limited 
operations in relation to the Coronvirus.

Dog Policy: 
The dog policy has not changed but it needs 
to be emphasized that dogs are not allowed in 
the clubhouse, pavillion, main docks, the main 
beach or on the front porch of the main beach. 
Dogs are to be on a leash. If you have questions 
concerning the dog policy refer to the KSC 
Operating Policy.

Racing/Regatta: 
All races will be conducted using “No Touch” 
racing until such time as it is once again safe 
to gather. Instructions will be given in “Sailing 
Instructions” (SI) and “Notice of Race” (NOR).

(Continued on the next page)
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 On-Water Communications  
(radio advised):
No pre-race “land” meetings.
No post-race gatherings/socials.
Skiffs will deploy as safety vessels only  
(one person or family unit per skiff).
Use of skiffs and committee boat will be 
evolving process.
Box lunches are an option.

Additionally, it was decided to offer a new 
racing series, the One Fathom Series in lieu of 
the Simmer Series; scoring would be unique 
to Fathom Series only to avoid penalizing 
members who cannot participate.

Lastly, once we are able to gather again in large 
groups, KSC will offer a 2-day Regatta Event 
with a Social to celebrate being back together.

Sailing Education: 
Despite an exhaustive search for viable ways to 
conduct Youth Sail Camp, it was decided that 
it will not be possible to offer the camps this 
summer. 

Adult sailing education will resume using small 
club sailboats. Classes will be limited to ten 
people. The instructor will coach/teach from a 
skiff.

Please note that it is very painful and regretful 
to not offer summer camps. Training the next 
generation of sailors is the lifeblood of our club 
and sailing. Memories are made and skills are 
learned through each camp. It is important that 
camps be a fun atmosphere, and that youth and 
families reflect on their summers at KSC with 
affection. As a club, we remain steadfast in our 
commitment to our youth and look forward to 
next year’s sail camps.

Work Days: 
Club work projects will operate utilizing small 
work crews (2-3 people). Social distancing 
will be maintained and those interested in 
performing work should contact the Vice 
Commodore.

Camping: 
It is recommended to allow camping consistent 
with the KSC camping policy. It should be noted 
that the main kitchen will not be available for 
use by campers.

New Members: 
Meetings with prospective members may begin 
again, maintaining social distancing and are not 
to exceed groups of ten.

It is paramount to remember that KSC remains 
open for club members to access and use their 
boats. During this difficult time, it is important 
that members feel comfortable being at KSC 
and taking advantage of all we can safely offer.

We are experiencing unprecedented times and 
life is not normal. It is our hope that continuing 
limited operations, but allowing more access 
to the club and racing, will encourage our 
members to feel safe to come to KSC and enjoy 
a great experience.

Lastly, how we treat one another is the strength 
of our club community. We may not always 
agree or act in unison, but we can be thoughtful 
and kind. If someone is not adhering to our 
limited operations, ask them to do so with a 
smile on your face. Yelling and confrontation 
only breed resentment and anger. And if you 
struggle to follow the limited operations, please 
do so out of concern, empathy and kindness for 
your fellow members.
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 Our current policy for using the club allows 
all our members and their guests opportunities 
to enjoy sailing and being outside. We all wish 
we could get together in our usual groups but 
we need to wait on that until it is safe to do so. 
Meanwhile, the club grounds and facilities need 
to be kept up so that they will be ready for full use 
when that time comes.
 There are many opportunities to help out 
while still making healthy choices on distancing. 
I have recently been working with groups of one or two members on upkeep projects. This small 
number allows us to use the “six foot” rule and wear a mask, if desired. I ensure that all tools are 
cleaned before and after use. If you prefer to work alone, there are a number of tasks that can be 
performed solo. I can tailor the duration of work to your requirements.
 Please contact 937-492-0489 or jancook59@icloud.com if you can help out. 

Helping Out  

by Jan Cook

Ulf Schiller 
Receives 
Prestigious 
Award
KSC club member Ulf 
Schiller recently received 
a CAREER award from 
the National Science 
Foundation.  

One of six Clemson recipients of the CAREER 
award this year, Dr. Schiller’s research targets 
the creation of programmable smart materials 
that potentially may be used in multiple fields, 
including energy storage, drug delivery and 
water treatment.  

Congratulations Ulf on your most recent 
achievement!

New policy on Use of  
Club Sailboats
by Phil Cook

Due to recent events a “White Cap” Rule is now 
in effect for recreational use of Club Sailboats.

White Cap Rule:

1.  If white caps on the lake, do not 
use club sailboats.

2.  If on the lake while on a club 
sailboat and white caps develop, 
return to club sailboat beach 
immediately.

This rule is in addition to existing rule that  
life jackets must be worn at all times in  
club sailboats.
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Dr. Charles Ronald Dillon,  
Commodore Emeritus, KSC 
31 January 1928 – 1 May 2020 
by John Hains
(modified from a memorial written on 6 May 2020)

I first met Ron in 1971. The Keowee-
Toxaway Project was well underway and 
I was a young biologist with what was 
then Duke Power Company. We visited 
Ron to explore possible collaborations. 
He was in one of the rooms on the main 
floor of Kinard Annex, now the Campbell 
Museum of Natural History at Clemson 
University. That tiny room contained his 
office, his laboratory, and his graduate 
student who, at the time, was studying 
aquatic macrophytes on the new Lake 
Keowee. Years later I remembered him 
and applied to graduate school with Ron 
as my first advisor and later completed 
my first graduate degree under him.

Also during this time, after I inherited a 
sailboat, Ron introduced me to the Keowee Sailing Club. This was approximately 
1984 and the club was still at its location at what had been called the Watergate 
Marina near Seneca. I would see him and Janie there occasionally as my young 
family enjoyed the club with my first born. At the time I joined, the Commodore 
was John Leone who had already taken the club through one rough patch. 
But now the lease was about to be renegotiated with the marina. Ron proudly 
sailed a Knickerboker and was enthusiastic about his newly-elected position as 
Commodore. 

When the lease terms offered by the marina turned against the best interest of the 
club, the club had to relocate. Fortunately when Lake Keowee was constructed, 
Ron had sought access to a plot of shoreline from Duke Power with the intention 
of basing a field research facility for Clemson University. Ron had asked about that 
site and I had shown him that it was an outstanding sheltered cove with great deep-

(Continued on the next page)



6

water access. Because the property remained unimproved he decided to include 
it when the club began to consider siting alternatives. 

The club did relocate and, in an unprecedented decision, that Ron continued 
for a second term as Commodore in order to provide continuity of leadership 
through this transition. Needless to say, the amount of work to do this was 
enormous. 

That year the lake experienced a serious drawdown for Duke Power to conduct 
some maintenance. In addition to exploiting that opportunity to remove stumps 
as navigation hazards, the club also moved the existing docks from the old site 
to the new one. Terms of the old lease were followed and we bade farewell to 
the old clubhouse as a flotilla of small craft moved the floating docks. The club 
sailboats followed shortly. Work on a new clubhouse followed quickly as well. 

I believe I can say with great confidence that without the leadership of John 
Leone, Ron Dillon, and some other key club members such as David Smith, 
Roland Pike, Sam Swann, Wayne Richard, Frank Simmons, John Landers,  
The Kelloughs, Dick Harper…the list is long from those days, KSC might not 
have had the bright future that it enjoys today. 

While I will remember Ron Dillon for his leadership at KSC, there are other 
reasons as well. Ron had a wry sense of humor that I always enjoyed, and he 
was not easily rattled by unexpected circumstances. This served him well as 
Commodore of Keowee Sailing Club. And some readers may not be aware that 
he was also a teacher with an avid interest in maritime and freshwater ecology. 
Ron was good with students, fun in his classes, liked to ask unexpected and 
off-the-wall questions to his students at odd and unexpected times....and in his 
office as well as faculty meetings he would light his pipe and toss the match 
nonchalantly over his shoulder with a memorable smile. He is survived by his 
wife, Janie, two children and three grandchildren. 

When he retired from Clemson after serving as department head and professor, 
I attended his retirement celebration and told him that, “Happy Days Are Here 
Again!” As we acknowledge with sadness his passing, I think I am correct in 
noting that he did, indeed, find those happy days in later years. I, for one, will 
remember him with fondness.
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In September, my wife Beverly Knapp and I and 
three couple friends did a bucket list sail trip in Tahiti.  

Flying into Raitea we boarded the 48 Catamaran 
rented from the Moorings.  

I captained the boat and the sailing was easy with a 
steady trade wind of about 15 knots. We sailed first 
to Tahaa which is inside the same reef system as 
Raitea so it is smooth sailing.  

In Tahaa we visited vanilla plantations and pearl 
farms. We attended Sunday church with the women 
all wearing beautiful flower wreaths in their hair. 

From Tahaa we had to brave the open ocean for a 
six hour sail to Bora Bora. There were 20 foot swells 
but spaced a hundred yards apart so it was just a 
constant gentle climb up and down.   

In Bora Bora the highlight was scuba diving in water 
so clear you could see for hundreds of yards. 

The Tahitian people were all very welcoming of 
tourists and everyone was approachable and 
friendly.  

Sailing back to Raitea, we ended our 12 days 
of a dreamlike experience that we would highly 
recommend to all sailors. 

An Adventure in Paradise
by Bo Knapp



CRUISING KEOWEE:  
 
“Chuck-will’s-widow” Cove  
by Ed Stoll and Nancy Herbert
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Have you ever wanted to spend the night 
anchored out on Lake Keowee but were 
worried about the anchor dragging, the wind 
coming up and shifting direction, or night time 
boat traffic?   

Maybe you want to work on your anchoring 
skills for an upcoming bareboat charter and 
need a secluded cove to practice with nobody 
looking?   

One such anchorage is located less than an 
hour sail from KSC. Having anchored in this 
particular tree-lined cove for countless nights 
through all four seasons, for me it has earned 

the name Chuck-will’s-widow Cove.  That’s 
because right at dusk, this nocturnal bird 
of the nightjar family begins its loud and 
distinctive repetitive song that rings out in this 
anchorage. Its camouflaged dappled brown 

plumage blends with the southern woodland 
environment making it nearly impossible to 
see. But its call is unmistakable. Sometimes 
confused with the Whip-poor-will, its call 
is slower and less piercing, sounding like 
“Chuckwuts-widow”.   
 
The best time to hear this bird is spring through 
fall, because in the winter they head for Mexico 
or the Caribbean.

(Continued on the next page)



To reach 
Chuck-will’s-
widow Cove 
from KSC, 
head WSW 
toward South 
Cove and the 

County Park campground.  

Take a course to the research buoy often used 
as a mark for club distance races that lies south 
of Island 1E. As Cane Creek opens to the NW, 
head for the Cane Creek Bridge, which is on 
Keowee School Rd. (Hwy 188).  

As you come within a third of a mile south of 
the bridge, off to port you will notice a channel 
funneling toward the west, with several large 
houses lining its shoreline. This channel is deep 
and without hazards, but slow down as you 
enter to comply with wake restrictions.   

Continuing to the anchorage, the main channel 
makes two sharp 90-degree turns, first to the 
left and then to the right to finally enter Chuck-
will’s-widow Cove.  

A relatively shallow spit projects from the point 
on the portside of the first turn, just don’t cut 
the corner.  Leaving the residential shoreline 
behind, the tree lined cove tapers to its terminus 
as you head west.  Once in the cove, the depths 
start out at about 20-ft, gradually shoaling to 
8-10 ft in the middle of the anchorage, just past 
the point where a short arm branches off to the 
southeast.  

The mud bottom provides excellent holding 
for the anchor.  In addition to the resident 
Chuck-will’s-widows, on occasion I have seen 
deer along the shore near dusk, a flock of 

Cormorants roosting in the trees at night, and a 
bald eagle on a perch on one of the taller trees.  

As many times as I have anchored in this cove, 
I have never seen another boat spend the night 
here, although there is room for several boats 
on the hook. The only night time lights are from 
the neighborhood homes back at the bend into 
the cove’s entrance.  

A few times there have been bass fishermen 
coming in to cast, usually on those days when 
the open waters of the lake are too rough. Since 
it is a dead end and somewhat narrow the cove 
doesn’t invite casual boat traffic.  

Blessed by not having a sand beach where 
pontoon boats can nudge into the shoreline, it 
remains empty and undisturbed.  But on a quiet, 
still night, from the cockpit one can sometimes 
hear distant road noise. Hwy 188 is less than a 
quarter mile from the anchorage but the heavy 
woods does a good job of muffling the sound 
most of the time.  

But to really enjoy this anchorage come spend 
the night when a frontal system is on the move 
and the tree tops are dancing in the wind. A 
flat mud bottom here grabs your anchor like 
nowhere else on the lake. With the oil lamp lit 
in the cabin, you can curl up to a good book 
knowing that no matter which way or how hard 
the wind blows you will have a peaceful night 
ahead.  

Anchored in Chuck-will’s-widow Cove your boat 
is as secure as if it were tied up in the slip, but 
then you wouldn’t be cruising Keowee.
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Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

May  23 1:00  Fathom Series #1
 29 5:30 Women, Wind & Waves

 31 1:00 Women, Wind & Waves
June 5 5:30 Women, Wind & Waves
 12 5:30 Women, Wind & Waves
 13 1:00 Fathom Series #2
June  20 10:00 KSC Board of Stewards
  12:00 KSC Sunfish Saturday #1
 27 1:00 Fathom Series #3

Photo below, the Bora Bora Yacht Club.
See story on page 7.


