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There is an attraction to being 
able to act like a pirate and 
to shed the daily bonds of 
LANDLUBBERS.

Suddenly your inner “ARRRR!” 
rises to the surface and explodes.

At the KSC PIRATES’ DAY Event, 
there were all the ingredients 
for a rollicking good time with 
adventure on the high lake waters, 
Treasure!!! LOOTING!!!!  Parrots, 
and a visit by Captain Jack 
Sparrow and a host of other nasty  
pirates.

Never before has the SKULL and 
CROSSBONES flown in more 
abundance than at the KSC 
PIRATES’ DAY. 

So, “What was Pirates’ Day?” and 
what was missed by those poor 
side-stepping beach creatures 
who did not participate may be 
wondering.

At the onset of the Pirates’ Day 
festivities, there came a great 

Photos by Ken Marsh

Pirates!  Pirates! Pirates!    by Phil Cook & Liz Keenen 

confluence of pirates gathered in 
the great hall where the Code of the 
Pirates was set forth and overseen 
by none other than Captain Jack 
Sparrow.  

Of course, all pirates paid much 
closer attention to the Code when 
the word ‘treasure’ was bandied 
about.

On the water, the attacks were 
swift and terrible, with young 
pirate Lincoln Smith launching a 
barrage of waterfilled projectiles at 
the slower vessels of the 12-ship 
armada.

In Pirate Cove, the pirates put 
on a show for Landlubbers by 
leaping from their ships onto poor 
unsuspecting prey to gain  —that’s 
right —TREASURE! This scenario 
played out repeatedly around the 
lake.  

It was even reported that one pirate, 
swimming to a treasure, used his 
cunning and his body to luff up an 
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Thanks, Liz, for Your Dedication!  
by Bill Hurni

One of the most favorite benefits of belonging 
to the Keowee Sailing Club is the many social 
events. We do have a first class social calendar 
and Liz Copps and her Committee members have 
performed admirably for the past couple of years 
to provide us with wonderful food and good times. 
But Liz has decided to step aside and pass the 
Events Chair position on to another member.  
This will cause a few changes in the events 
schedule for the remainder of the year.

The first change you will see is the upcoming 
Labor Day celebration and dinner on Saturday, 
August 31. This is one of the cub’s favorites, the 
Low Country Boil. In the past, the Low Country 
Boil has been one of our best-attended events. 
The original cooks are back and it will be a lot of 
fun! If you have never attended our LCB, don’t 
miss this one! Go to the KSC web site and sign 

Help Wanted: Positions Need to Be Filled!  
by Bill Hurni

The following positions need to be filled on the KSC Management Team for 2020:

KSC Treasurer -  This is a flag officer position

Committee Chairs - Youth Sail Camp Administrator  
                              - KSC Events Chair
                              - KSC Auditor

Please see me if you are interested.  
Or email me: commodore@keoweesailingclub.com. 

up and then 
just show up.

Since we are 
now without 
an Events 
Committee 
Chair, 
please consider taking on this position.  
You don’t have to do everything yourself, but 
manage the Committee instead. There are some 
excellent Committee members who know how 
the system works and aren’t afraid to dive in and 
go to work. It’s also an excellent way to get work 
credit hours.  

Please see me if you are interested. Or 
email me: commodore@keoweesailingclub.com. 
Thanks!

Comments
Commodore’s
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On Wednesday, July 24th, 2019 John 
and Mary Landers celebrated their 
sixtieth wedding anniversary at a 
special potluck celebration, planned and 
executed by Linda Fortson.

In attendance at this milestone event 
were many Potluck regulars as well as 
founding members Phil & Becky Driver. 
Phil Driver was the Waterline’s original 
editor who used to create his editions 
using a typewriter.

Suzan Simmons, Jane Polk and Lucy 
Eubanks, another previous waterline 
editor, were also in attendance..  

Mary Landers told the story of how 
she and John met and later how they 
married in 1959 after his deployment.

John thanked all of the guests for 
helping them celebrate this very special 
occasion.

60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY for the LANDERS

Club Sailboat Rigging Training Held 

On August 17th, a rigging training class was held for 
members interested in learning how to rig club sailboats.   
The class was attended by 11 club members:
Marcus Caballero, Earl Nixon, Jim Belling, Andy Houtz,  
Barry Sellick, Dennis Headberg, Russ Bissell, Ulf Schiller, 
Mike Garrett, Mike Seef and Terry Keane.

The class ran for one hour and covered the correct methods 
for rigging and de-rigging a JY15.

Thanks to Marcus for taking photographs during the training.

The next training class will be held in September and will 
focus on sunfish rigging and de-rigging.
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On August 5th, KSC had its first boat 
auction in many years. These were boats that 
had been abandoned at the club by former 
members who had been gone from the club 
for several years. 

KSC had attempted to contact these owners 
multiple times over the past couple of 
years, but they did not respond to any of 
our certified letters. We even offered to help 
move or sell their boats, but still no response. 

I spoke with the Oconee County Magistrate’s 
office in March to get details on the legal 
requirements to dispose of these boats, and 
began the process then. After about four 
months of tedium, tenacity, and jumping 
through hoops, we had an auction! 

KSC Auction 

by Jill Shuler

There were three boats to be auctioned: a 
Catalina 22, and two Catalina 25s. I posted 
individual ads and photos of each boat on 
Craigslist and received a fair numbers of 
inquiries. Fortunately, there were also some 
members of KSC who were interested. 

The magistrate, Todd Simmons, came to 
the club at the scheduled time of 3:30 in the 
afternoon on August 5th. He had planned 
to come by boat, but was delayed, and had 
to drive instead. When he arrived, he was 
so surprised to see all the people who were 
there for the auction. (I knew most were 
spectators, but he didn’t!) 

He said he had been doing these auctions 
for 10 years and he had never had more 
than one person show up.  He made a quick 

survey of the boats to confirm serial numbers 
and ID numbers where they were available, 
and then moved to the pavilion to get down to 
business.  

He started the bidding on each boat at $100, 
and increased the bid by $50 each time a 
hand was raised. The process moved along 
very quickly, and in a matter of a few minutes 
he had sold all three boats, and KSC was 
receiving a total of $3,100.

The Catalina 22 was purchased by a 
gentleman from the Waterford Community 
who plans to use it to begin a chapter of 
Sea Scouts. The two Catalina 25s were 
purchased by club members. All of these 
boats will receive some long overdue 
attention, and I look forward to seeing them 
on the water soon.

 

One of the things that struck me most about 
being involved in this process was how 
helpful our club members were. 

We owe a big thanks to John Landers and 
John Gale for all they did to make the boats 
presentable to sell, and to Jim Dunlap for 
helping move them to the front dock for the 
auction. 

Even after they were sold, our members were 
offering to help the new owners get them 
moved and situated. Great folks we have at 
KSC!
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WOMEN, WIND & WINE,  by Liz Keenen WOMEN, WIND & WINE, continued

ON THE LAST DAY OF JUNE, 
the ladies of Women Wind & Wine got 
together to practice capsizing. We had 
a great turnout - 11 ladies!

After a discussion on land covering 
possible reasons for a capsize and 
what to do should the boat capsize, the 
ladies had the opportunity to practice 
capsizing. Each lady solo capsized, 
and then righted, a Sunfish.  

Then, working with a partner, the 
ladies practiced capsizing and righting 
a JY15. The day of capsizing was 
a perfect example of the underlying 
purpose of Women Wind & Wine — to 
build sailing confidence and have fun!  

In a supportive environment, the ladies 
got to try out different techniques to 
right the Sunfish and JY15, including 
successfully scooping their partner 
back into the JY15!  And, this group 
always has a good time!

More photos on the next page.
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Is the mast straight? (Measuring from top of 
mast with the halyard to the side stays at the 
deck do you get the same distance?) Some 
specifications may give a Loos gauge reading. 
(Loos gauges come in different sizes and also 
require knowing the size of the side stay wire.) 

2. Mast rake (may be: how far a weighted 
halyard hangs behind the mast, or a distance 
from the top of the mast to the bottom of the 
backstay.) General rule of thumb for a mast 
head rig, a weighted main halyard should 
hang ½ of the fore and aft dimension of the 
mast, behind the mast. Example: If the mast 
measures 6 inches back to front edge, the 
weighted halyard should hang 3 inches behind 

the mast. Checking mast bend while you are 
out sailing in 8-12 knots will tell you how the 
mast shape is doing. Sight up the sail track 
when close hauled and you should see the 
gentle bend at the top of the mast toward the 
back of the boat. The top of the mast might 
bend off to leeward for the last few feet. 

Halyard tension is important! Small wrinkles in 
the luff of the mainsail are good. When close 
hauled into the wind there will be wrinkles 
pointing back and down toward the end of the 
boom. The jib halyard also does not need to 
be banjo string tight! Tiny scallops in the jib luff 
are generally best. When going to windward, 
the forestay should not show a lot of sag. If 
your forestay is too loose it will be more curved 
when under load and the boat will not point as 
well as a better tuned rig.

You may have an adjustable backstay. This is 
an adjustment that pulls the top of the mast 
back helping to point higher sailing upwind. On 
the legs off the wind, it can be loosened to let 
the mast move forward letting performance of 
a foresail benefit. Marking your control lines 
with a colored marker helps to go from one 
adjustment to another.

Once these adjustments are made your sail 
shape should be better along with your speed. 
If you have a displacement hull, your speed 
is limited as the boat cannot push up over 
the bow wave and plane like a light dingy. If 
you heel excessively, you are not fast. Know 
how to reef your main, so you don’t heel too 
much when the wind speed increases and 
the weather helm builds. A lot of boats will 
stay upright with a genoa and a reefed main. 
The important thing is realizing when the wind 
speed is affecting your heeling of the boat to a 
point where being more upright is faster. When 
is that moment? When your toe rail is wet 
consistently, you are already past due to reef.

SAM’s 
SAILING 
TIPS: 
About 
Boat 
Speed
by Sam Secrest

 
As we approach the fall sailing season and 
the Turkey Shoot Regatta, it is time to start 
thinking about boat speed. The two largest 
fleets are the Flying Scots and the Recreational 
fleets. The Flying Scots are all the same hull, 
sail sizes the same, so unless your sails are 
stretched or in tatters, all is about equal. It 
all comes down to crew and how well they 
perform. 

The Recreational fleet is made up of all sizes 
and manufacturers. Each boat has a sail plan 
with main, jib and/or genoa and possibly a 
spinnaker for downwind sailing. When racing, 
the boats of this fleet are racing other boats 
that will be longer or shorter, heavier or lighter 
than your boat. So, how can this be evaluated 
as “fair” racing? 

We race different boats on the same course 
and we start at the same time and record 
the “Finish times”. Each boat has a handicap 
that has been tested over time and handicap 
ratings from all over the country are kept at US 
Sailing in Newport, Rhode Island. This system 
developed in the early 1980’s and is known 
as PHRF, which stands for PERFORMANCE 
HANDICAP RACING FORMULA. US Sailing 
publishes these ratings by location and we are 
able to see the differences from lake clubs and 
ocean clubs across the country. The ratings 
don’t account for old sails or dirty bottoms 
or sailing without crew. They just show that 
the boat’s consistent performance across the 
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country is similar in most clubs. 
The finish times are entered into the PHRF 
mathematical formula. The boats are scored 
with the best corrected time around the course 
being first, the next shortest, second and so on.

Crew number? Many boats can be competitive 
with skipper and 1 crew. You want an optimum 
crew to handle the controls and make good 
tacks. On a windy day you will need a crew that 
can work together. Having 2 people working 
the jib, (one releasing and one sheeting in) is 
efficient. Sometimes the wind is strong and you 
need a crew pulling on the sheet and one using 
a winch handle to bring the sheet in. Coming 
out of a tack with both sails full is good. The 
less the jib flaps the better. Remember, going 
around the course faster is the goal. 

Although you want to be aware of where 
competitors are, you want to sail in clear air 
that isn’t disturbed by another boat. If you are 
directly behind another boat or have a boat to 
windward of you just a couple of boat lengths 
away, the air is swirling, not streaming by your 
sails smoothly. 

I have had the question asked many times, 
“Why is my boat so slow?” Being slow is 
relative to another boat of the same type. 
There are many factors that make a boat fast. 
First, starting at the bottom of the boat, you 
might improve performance a bit by cleaning 
the algae off the hull. I find a squeegee works 
well and can be easily done using a mask and 
fins in the water. If you are not a swimmer, you 
might want to pull your boat out on the trailer 
and pressure wash the bottom clean.

The second step would be to check the class 
specifications for:  
1. Rig tension: First, do I have a masthead 
rig (Backstay and Forestay connect to top of 
mast), or a fractional rig (the Forestay does not 
attach to the very top of the mast)?
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Vice Commodore’s Report 
Mark Halstead reported that the August 24 
Work Day will focus on flagpole installation and 
general clean up.

Commodore’s Report
Commodore Hurni reported that anyone 
interested in serving as Audit Committee Chair 
should contact him.

Old Business
A $2,200 budget adjustment was approved 
to cover the increased umbrella coverage 
requirement stipulated in the new Duke Lease.
The new Duke Lease was approved.

Boat Auction
Jill Schuler reported a very successful auction 

of abandoned boats which  produced $3,100 
income for the club.

New Business
The Events Chair has resigned. Help is needed 
to support the next big event, the Low Country 
Boil. Help areas include shopping, food 
preparation, and set -up.

Hank and Kip Goodman have volunteered to do 
the cooking at the Low Country Boil.

The budget process is beginning for 2020.  
Commodore Hurni requested that    
committee chairs submit their 2020 budget 
requests to their respective BOS    
member before submitting to the Treasurer.

Board of Steward Actions: August 2019 continuedBoard of Steward Actions: August 2019
Membership 
Tracy Carr reported that membership as of the end 
of meeting stands at 225.

The following members have moved from 
Provisional to regular Membership:
Roger and Pat Benedict, Greg McPhee and Kelly 
Huang, Dennis and Barbara Headberg, Barry and 
Marta Sellick, and Jim and Janice Belling.

Tracy also reported that she now has a full stock of 
gate cards and remotes.     

KSC License plates will be available soon.

Treasury
Terry Patterson reported balances as of June at 
$207,670.25.

Terry reminded committee chairs to submit their 
2020 budget requests to their respective BOS 
members prior to September 21st BOS and to be 
mindful of the expected necessary dock budget for 
2020.

An open budget meeting will be held in early 
October.

Dock Maintenance
Ted Bisterfeld reported that twenty dock boards 
had been replaced at last Dock Work Party.

Race/Regatta
Jake Kohl reported that the first Fright Series race 
will be held on August 24th followed by an awards 
dinner for previous series.

Final Youth Race for 2019 will be held on August 
31st and will be followed by an awards dinner.

Club Motor Boats  
John Landers reported that Denny Smith had 
completed the new seat cover for the white skiff.

Club Sail Boats 
Phil Cook reported 122 utilizations so far in 2019 
compared to 2018’s annual total of 67.  

11 KSC members attended a JY rigging class.  
Future classes will be conducted on BOS meeting 
days from 08:30 - 09:30.

A new improved storage system has been 
completed for Sunfish and JY Rudders.   

An existing metal rack will be converted into a 
Sunfish Draining Rack at the August Work Party.

Facilities 
Abbas Fiuzat reported that he had received an 
estimate of $52.00 each for the fan backed style 
chairs used in the pavilion. He is actively soliciting 
additional bids.

Grounds Committee 
Jan Cook reported that, due to the main August 
focus of Workday being flag pole installation, she 
is limiting grounds activities to beach and grounds  
clean up. 

Waterline 
Phil Cook reported that August issue will be 
published on time and requested     
additional articles/ photographs.

Strategic Planning 
Jean-Marie Dolenc reported that a SPC meeting 
was planned for August 24th.   

The committee still plans on making a    
presentation to BOS in late September.

12

A guest at Pirates’ Day...
or was it really  
Johnny Depp?



     
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Aug    31       1:00    KSC Youth Regatta #4  
  1:00 Holiday Distance Race  
  6:00  Low Country Boil

Sept  7 1:00 Fright Series #2   
                      6:00 KSC Game Night

 8 1:00 Women, Wind & Wine Sail  
 13 6:00 Women, Wind & Wine Sail
 14 1:00 Fright Series #3 
 15 1:00 Women, Wind & Wine Sail
 20 5:30 Women, Wind & Wine Sail  
 21 8:30-9:30 Club Sailboat Rigging   
   Class 
  10:00 BOS Meeting
  1:00 KSC Sunfish Saturday
 27 5:30 Women, Wind & Wine Sail
 28-29 1:00 KSC Dinghy Championship

approaching enemy pirate 
ship trying to snatch the 
remaining treasure!  As 
a future note, objects are 
a lot further away when 
you are actually in the 
water! Life rings strongly 
recommended.

After two hours of frenzied treasure hunting, the 
pirates began to return to the inner sanctum of 
Pirates Cove (the Pavillion) to share stories (all 
absolutely true) of their bountiful adventures and 
to find out whom among the horde of scurvy dogs 
was the most successful of the booty snatchers.

The Race for Treasure was extremely close with 
Pirate Ship Reflection (Clare & Wes Legursky, 
Rob Copps, Cameron Turner and guest Captain 
Jack Sparrow) edging Pirate Ship No Brakes  
(Joe & Leslee Hiller and guest crew David, Devin 
& Ann) out by a single point! Pirate Donna Mayeur 
was the third place finisher in her Grey Hobie 
Pirate Ship. Tattered Jolly Roger flags were 
awarded to the three winners. 

Shiver me timbers, the pirate costume contest 
was very exciting! The best dressed male pirate 
was Jeff Sisi. It should be noted that all of the 
male pirates were armed for battle! They were 
ready to pillage and plunder! The voting for the 
best dressed female pirate was so close that the 
vote had to be conducted twice to determine the 
ultimate winner - Debra Kruljac! And, two young 
female pirates tied for the best dressed youth 
pirate - Talulah Yau & Elza Belser-Vick - such 
adorable pirates in training! Winners in each 
category were awarded a pirate hook!  

Thank you to all of the volunteers - both pirates 
and landlubbers!  Pirate Ken Marsh kept a detailed 
logbook (Pirate Day photographer). Pirates 

Jen Copps, Liz Copps & Liz Keenen buried the 
treasure around Lake Keowee for the Race for 
Treasure. Pirates Jack Yau & Jen Copps hid the 
Pieces of Eight so the youth pirates in training 
could hunt for treasure around KSC Hideout. All 
pirates were able to ward off scurvy and keep 
KSC Hideout shipshape thanks to the help of 
Mary Landers, Mary Yau, Jack Yau, Ann Marie 
Mortenson, Sue Ahola, Leslee Hiller, Jen Copps 
& Liz Keenen. It was “all hands on deck!” with 
special thanks to the pirates who stepped up to 
help: Kip Smith, Clare & Wes Legursky, Hank 
Goodman, Rick Harper, Bill Anderson and many 
others whose names have been lost to Davy 
Jones’ locker.

Finally, a huge thank you to KSC Events for 
organizing and executing the Pirate Banquet feast 
to top off a very fun, festive day.

Pirates! continued


