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How many of you travel? I am guessing most of you. How many 
of you use Greenville/Spartanburg Airport (GSP)? Again, I am 
guessing most of you.

Well, the next time that you are at GSP on your way to 
adventure, take a quick detour to the American Airlines 
concourse at gate A2. Once there, turn your back to the gate 
and on the opposite wall, you will see a mural of Lake Keowee. 
Now get real close to the mural and you’ll see a sailboat on the 
lake. That isn’t just any sailboat — that’s Keowee Sailing Club 
member Rob Baldwin’s “PIG” a J24. Looking closer, you can 
even see four KSC members (I’m on the bow, Rob Baldwin, 
Jan Cook and Terry Keane are in the cockpit.)

So there — even when you are trying to get away, KSC is with 
you on your journey! And since 2019 is the Chinese Zodiac 
Year of the PIG, take a moment to see the immortalization of 
PIG, KSC and Lake Keowee at GSP International Airport, Gate A2!

The painting’s artist, Nancy Oppenheimer, photo right, explained her process during an interview. 
The story of how the painting came to be at GSP starts on page 4.

Lake Keowee Immortalized  
by Phil Cook
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Of Sailboats and Horses:  Keowee Cup 2019  
by Doug French

Twenty-six boats competed in our annual 
Keowee Cup regatta held on May 4th and 
5th, dodging stormy weather on Saturday 
and enjoying beautiful blue skies on Sunday. 
The weekend started off with some excellent 
hors d’oeuvres during registration on Friday 
evening, followed by a great breakfast in the 
morning. 

As we concluded the skippers’ meeting and 
headed out for a 12:00 start on Saturday, 
the day was only partly cloudy over Lake 
Keowee, with nice breezes. But the horizon 

toward Atlanta was just 
beginning to darken – 
a sign of what was to 
come.

A somewhat short 
windward-leeward 
course was set for the 
round-the-buoys fleets 
– four boats in PHRF A, 
one PHRF B boat, eight 
Flying Scots and four 
Open Dinghies – and a separate starting line 
was set for the nine-boat Recreational Fleet.

As the Rec Fleet began their northward 
journey to Rockpile Island beyond the power 
lines, we completed one round-the-buoys 
race, keeping a watchful eye on the horizon. 
The rate at which the dark skies were

advancing from the southwest was slow 
enough that we were able to get in one more 
short race before calling it quits and heading 
for the docks. 

Even so, we left all the marks on the
water, with a hope of possibly coming back 
out for more racing after the weather passed.
As soon as the round-the-buoys fleets were 
docked, the Rec Fleet took notice of lightning
beyond Lake Jocassee, and retreated toward 
the finish and home. Everyone made it safely
back before it poured, although some were 

drenched putting 
sails away at the 
slips. We waited 
until 3:00, then 
called off all racing 
for the day and 
retrieved the marks.

In the clubhouse, 
all eyes were on 
the Kentucky Derby 
and its surprise 

ending, and the house was filled with all 
manner of festive Derby dress, with prizes 
awarded for the coolest hats.

Chris Fink and Kay Haskell made authentic 
mint juleps in attire that would have made the
Great Gatsby proud. There was also a rumor 
that Susan “odds-maker” Brier was running 
some sort of betting parlor, but we can’t 
actually confirm that. 

Photos by Susan Brier Continued on next page
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Then Liz Copps and her events team made 
everything even better by delivering a fantastic 
bar-b-que dinner.

What a difference a day makes – Sunday was 
beautiful, with good wind. Bill Hurni, Jill Shuler
and their team served up a superb 
Commodore’s breakfast – sausage, eggs, 
biscuits and gravy, grits, waffles – the works. 
Also assisting was Vice-Commodore Mark 
Halstead, aka ‘Bacon Man.’

Then at 10:00, another round of racing - three 
races for the Scots and Dinghies, two for the
PHRF A fleet and one more for the PHRF B 
and Rec Fleet. We did something a bit out of 
the ordinary with PHRF A - per their request, 
we sent them on a distance course to South 
Cove and back. Could very well be a new 
trend for PHRF competition.

Congratulations to all the winners, and a 
special thanks to all those who helped on 
Race Committee: Wayne Richard for being 
our Distance PRO; Sam Secrest for assisting 
on Distance; Tim Owens, John Landers and 
Jim Dunlap on safety boat; Chris Fink, Ted 

Bisterfeld, Carl Nyberg and John Sensor on 
mark boats; Cammie Kaiser and Kay Haskell 
on the RC boat; and Ted Hardwicke on RC 
boat and scoring.

In PHRF A fleet:
1st place – Rob Baldwin
2nd place – John Rice
3rd place – Terry Keane

In PHRF B fleet:
1st place – Phil Cook

In the Flying Scot fleet:
1st place – Sandy Eustis
2nd place – Kirk Elliott
3rd place – Bob Graves

In the Open Dinghy fleet:
1st place – Rod Andrew
2nd place – Cole Owens (11 years old!)
3rd place – Hank Goodman

In the Recreational Red fleet:
1st place – Shawn Allen
2nd place – Kip Smith
3rd place – Ken Marsh

In the Recreational Green fleet:
1st place – Buddy Tignore
2nd place – Roger Benedict
3rd place – Steve Barnes
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I spoke with Seneca-
based artist Nancy
Oppenheimer, whose 
work is the latest piece 
to be installed at the 
airport, to talk about her 
art, her process, and 
how she came to have 
a painting hanging at 
GSP.

According to GSP’s call 
for entries document, 
there are three 
broad themes that all 
commissioned artworks
must fall under: 
landscapes/water 
(where we live),
textile manufacturing 
history (where we come 
from), and technology and mobility (where 
we’re going). Oppenheimer, who is drawn to 
nature and the outdoors, went with the first 
option and was chosen as one of eight artists 
whose work was selected for Phase 2 of GSP’s 
art program as part of its WINGSPAN terminal 
renovations.
 
The painting, a massive 14 x 5-foot oil 
landscape, depicts the sunset at Lake 
Keowee, and Oppenheimer says she wanted 
to convey a sense of peace and calm to busy 
travelers, even if they didn’t take the time to
stop and look at her work. If they do stop, 
though, she wanted to include enough detail 

to give them something 
to look at, including a 
sailboat with [three]
sailors and the sun 
peeking through trees 
on a small island.

Keowee is dotted 
with islands, but 
Oppenheimer says
her island is something 
of an amalgam, not an 
exact representation of 
any one island—but, 
she says, “The
mountains don’t 
change, so I painted 
them the way they 
look.” Her home looks 
out on the lake, but the
shoreline is also not 

exactly representative of any stretch of existing 
shoreline. “It’s Keowee-ish,” she says.

She was, however, very exacting when it 
came to the sailboat in the foreground of the 
painting, visiting the Keowee Marina to have 
someone (Chris Zander) show her around a 
sailboat and photograph the details to get it 
right. And her husband was dispatched with 
his kayak out into the lake at sunset so he 
could get a picture of the light as it appeared 
out where the boat would be in her painting.
Most of the painting, really, is light, or a 
reflection of light—warm oranges and yellows 
broken up by blue mountains, a hazy green 

Gallery Artist Nancy Oppenheimer Commissioned 
to Paint Mural for Greenville-Spartanburg Airport

Article by Sharon Purvis 
Photos courtesy of Nancy Oppenheimer and Sharon Purvis

Continued on next page



coastline, and the 
fall colors of the 
trees on the island. 
You imagine the 
easy conversation 
of the sailors on 
the water and feel 
the gentle rocking 
of the boat. Her 
goal of conveying 
a sense of calm is 
achieved.

But while the 
painting is peaceful, 
the process 
wasn’t always. 
When I called 
Oppenheimer 
to talk about her 
painting and the 
airport commission, 
I asked how she 
was doing. “Well,” 
she said, “I’ve had 
a bit of a tragedy 
here.” The painting 
was complete, and 
the final step was to varnish it—a process, she 
says, that both seals the painting and bring 
the colors back to the surface—and something 
had gone wrong with the varnishing process, 
with just days to go before the installation. 
Still, we had a nice conversation about her 
art philosophy and background before she 
was able to fix the issue, with a little help from 
YouTube.

When I arrived at the airport for the installation, 
she and I met in person, and we talked 
about how nerve-wracking it was to entrust 

“her baby” to 
an art transport 
and installation 
company, in spite 
of their years 
of experience. 
When the painting 
arrived (through a 
terminal ramp—the 
transport truck was 
escorted onto the 
tarmac and it came 
in the way arriving 
passengers do), 
there was some 
momentary panic 
about the fact 
that the canvas, 
which had been 
stretched tight 
when it left her 
studio, was loose 
and a bit wrinkled, 
but the installers 
assured her that 
it was due to 
the difference 
in temperature 

between her cool studio and the hot truck.

Indeed, the wrinkles had nearly all smoothed 
out by the time painting was installed, and 
Oppenheimer hugged the installers to thank 
them when they left. All that remained was 
for her to film a short video for the airport’s 
PR team (which will be on GSP’s YouTube 
channel in a few days, along with other artist 
interviews that are already there), and this 
commission was complete.
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As we drive out of our driveway with our car, 
we don’t give much thought about making 
turns or stopping for traffic signals. We 
know how to drive. We push down on the 
accelerator and the car moves. We push on 
the brake and the car slows and stops. If we 
need to back up, we just put the car in reverse 
and push on the accelerator. Steering is 
simple, just turn the wheel in the direction we 
want to go.

As we sail away from the beach or dock on 
a beautiful day, are we sure we know how to 
return safely? There are not any break pedals 
on the boat, so what do we do to approach a 
dock safely? How can we back up? If we could 
back up, how would we steer the boat? Of 
course, if we have a motor on the boat, we can 
put the motor in reverse and back up, but can 
we do it under sail? What if the motor doesn’t 
start?

The answer to all of these is in the knowledge 
of what controls how a boat performs. If you 
want to stop a boat under sail, we turn into the 
wind and let the jib luff and push the mainsail 
out toward the front of the boat toward the 
wind. The boat will stop and if you keep 
pushing it toward the wind, it will begin to go 
backward. 

If you are sailing into the main dock or ramp 
dock, it is best to approach from the leeward 
side and push the main out against the wind to 

control your speed. With a little practice, you 
will be able to slow your boat to the point that 
a crew can step off and tie the boat off to the 
dock. 

When we leave a dock without a motor, we 
would want to start from the leeward side, sails 
up and ready to go. By turning the rudder left 
or right, with the boat moving from the crew 
pushing off from the dock, the boat follows 
the back edge of the rudder and the sails will 
fill. We sheet in gently with both main and jib 
and the boat begins to slow. The backward 
motion will stop and the boat will begin to 
move forward as the wind moves across the 
sails. The stronger the wind, the faster this will 
happen. Sheeting in too fast will cause your 
momentum to stall. 

Remember to keep the boat balanced with 
the sails having equal pressure and the helm 
neutral. The jib pressure from the wind pushes 

SAM’s  SAILING  TIPS:
Becoming  Familiar  With  Your  New  Boat
by  Sam  Secrest

Continued on next page
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MEMORIAL DAY BY THE NUMBERS

13 boats competed in the Holiday Distance Race
12 boats finished the race  
  1 dropped out due to multiple mechanical failures
   150 Members & Guests joined in the feeding frenzy!

    Members & Guests ATE a total of 3 gallons of ambrosia salad,
       6 gallons of watermelon punch, 8 pounds of hot dog chili,
         20 pounds of ice for sno-cones, 30 pounds of baked beans,
          90 foot-long hot dogs, 120 hamburgers, plus lots of appetizers,  
   fruit, fixings, sides and desserts.

                A HUGE thank you to ALL the volunteers that made for a   
        successful event.

by Liz Copps

the front of the boat away from the wind. The 
mainsail pressure from the wind pushes the 
back of the boat away from the wind. When 
they are equal, the boat tracks straight with 
very little pressure needed on the rudder.

What other conditions could occur that we 
might want to be able to control the boat? 
When —or if— someone or something falls off 
the boat, how do we go back and pick them 
up? How can we stop the forward motion? 

How can we “park the boat” so we can retrieve 
someone or something from the water?  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XU-8lk3C7U) 

Do we have a throwable device ready? We 
don’t want to run over what we lost overboard, 
so we sail downwind and come up into the 
wind, pushing the main out to control the 
speed. A boat hook can be a useful tool to 
reach out and pick up a hat or other item. 
Getting a person back on board is more of 
challenge. Are you ready?

Sam’s Sailing Tips continued
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We are a sailing club.  We are a self-help club.  These ideas define how our 
club operates —and each supports the other.  
 How many times have you helped a fellow sailor raise or lower a mast, pull 
a boat for repair, or crew for a race?  Maybe you went out with a new (or seasoned) 
sailor with a new boat for a “shake-down” cruise.  Or you can’t (or choose not to) 
race but are willing to help with Race Committee.  I’ll bet that most of you can claim 
all or most of this assistance.  
 Perhaps you are comfortable with maintenance tasks.  The club can always 
benefit from a fresh mowing, “weed wacking” or leaf blowing.  The sail folding area 
needs to be kept mown for the benefit of tired returning sailors.  The fenceline at the 
entrance looks best when the weeds are kept under control.  Keeping the walkways 
and drive cleared of leaves and pine needles looks nice and also improves footing.  
 We know our docks need constant attention.  Long-term solutions are being 
planned for, but meanwhile, planks must be replaced for safety.  There is a dedicated 
group who attends to this project on a regular basis but they are unlikely to turn down 
an offer of help!
 If you are uncomfortable jumping in with your own ideas of improvement (it’s 
always a good idea to clear projects with the Committee Chair involved) there are bi-
monthly Work Parties where bigger projects are arranged and it’s “all hands on deck.”  
These are important events and big turnouts are expected.

 Please look for opportunities to make our KSC the best it can be and 
then — get out there and SAIL.

Keowee Sailing Club
OUR
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Fleet 193 held its 11th Grits ’n 
Haggis Regatta at the beautiful 
Lake Keowee Sailing Club on 
May 18 & 19. We had 22 Scots 
on the line. The winds were light 
which kept the kilts down. Even 
though, we only were able to get 
two races in on the weekend. 
The ‘Dark and Stormies,’ 
Regatta Olympics (hosted by Sandy Eustis) and 
the steak dinner with all the trimmings Saturday 
evening more than compensated for it.

The top six skippers and crew received Scottish 
wrap-around beach towels as trophies (thank 
you Sharon Hamilton, Regatta Chair).
Congratulations to Andrew and Doug Fox  - 
winners of the Regatta.  Andrew is the Dixie 
Lakes District Gov.

GRITS ‘n 
HAGGIS
by Bob Graves,  
Captain Fleet 193



Board of Steward Actions: May 2019
Dock Maintenance
Kevin Rylance reported that dock board 
replacement had increased from 12% in 2018 to 
16% in 2019.

Race/Regatta Chair 
Doug French reported that the Spring Race 
season was 3/4th’s completed. The Keowee Cup 
had 23 participants. New anchor line may need 
to be purchased prior to end of this year but this 
purchase had been budgeted.

Youth Sailing Chair 
Commodore Hurni reported that current Youth 
Sailing Chair Dan Eskew will step down after 
the 2019 Sail Camps and asked for members to 
contact him if interested in stepping into Dan’s 
position.  

Grounds Chair 
Jan Cook reported that she had proposed a plan 
to top dress the gravel from the asphalt to the 
launch docks and the front of the club house 
to be accomplished in the 1st quarter of 2020 
to minimize impact on club activities and to be 
included in 2020 budget plan.

Club Sailboats Chair
Phil Cook reported the completion of the JY sail 
numbering and reorganization project and that 
mast head floats would now be stored in sail bags.  
Ten sailboat dolly tires need to be renovated.

Membership/ Distribution List 
Carl Fortson reported that he had improved the 
distribution system.

Facilities Chair 
Sam Secrest reported that member Ralph Joyner 
had donated new kitchen faucet for kitchen. In 
addition, Sam was working on the Ice House 
shelving.

Events Chair
Liz Copps reported that Keowee Cup was 
successful and that plans were in place for 
Memorial Day Weekend.

Membership Chair 
Tracy Carr reported that as of May 16th 
Membership was at 225.

William & Melanie Armstrong, David & Pamela 
Moore & Joe Varieur transitioned from Provisional 
to Regular Membership.  

Tracy proposed a motion that if a membership 
has been terminated due to non-payment of dues 
and/or fees, the membership will not be eligible to 
rejoin and the Membership Sub-committee will not 
accept a new application.

Strategic Planning Chair 
Roger Sulhoff reported appreciation to the 
participants in the planning process and that plan 
was on track to present to Board of Stewards in 
August and Membership in September.

Vice Commodore’s Report 
Mark Halstead reported that the location of the 
new flagpole was planned to be located on offset 
to pavillion, requiring no tree removal.  Planned 
installation is for Flag Day. 

Commodore’s Report 
Bill Hurni thanked his helpers for the Keowee 
Cup Commodore’s Breakfast with a special 
recognition of “Bacon Man” Mark Halstead. Under 
old business, Jill Shuler reported that she was 
still waiting for a response from DNR on the title 
searches she had submitted on April 1st.
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WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

June 1 Boy Scouts /  KSC Game Night
 8 Flag Day Raft Up
 10-13 1st Sail Camp
 15 Board of Stewards Meeting 
  Simmer Series #2
 17-19  2nd Sail Camp
 22 Sunfish Saturday
 24-26 3rd Sail Camp (Intermediate)
 29 3rd Work Party  
  Simmer Series #3
 30  Women, Wind & Wine

On May 10th, the KSC ladies of Women Wind & 
Wine gathered for their first keel boat sail. Clare 
Legursky and Pat Benedict generously lent their 
boats. Eleven ladies spent a beautiful Friday 
evening sailing.

Women, Wind & Wine
by Liz Keenen


