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Do you feel excitement building at Keowee Sailing 
Club! Yes, the Keowee Cup is in just a few days!  
Get your “go fasts” ready, your crews assembled 
and trials made. For those who’ve not been, it is 
time to prepare for a great regatta weekend!

2019 will mark the 44th year for the Keowee Cup. 
Events Chair Liz Copps is preparing a Kentucky 
Derby theme for this year’s event.  

So Ladies and Gentlemen, in the spirit of the 
Keowee Derby, prepare your mounts for the 
regatta that comes but once a year.

Email to let us know you’ll be there, at
racing@keoweesailingclub.com.  

The Keowee Cup is one of two open regattas that 
the club sponsors each year so if you know of 
other clubs that have boats of the same kind as 

yours, invite them to join us. It is much more fun to 
sail against other boats of the same class.
It would be great to see more than 44 boats sailing 
at the 44th Keowee Cup. Help make this goal a 
reality! Participate, and pursue outside invitees.

After the boat racing, you can cheer some of the 
other racers of the day--the horses competing to 
win the 145th Kentucky Derby. Join the fun:

1. Take home a purse by placing your bet on your 
favorite horse before post time.

2. Wear a derby hat and compete for best 
woman’s or man’s Derby Hat. No need to go out 
a buy one — just decorate your favorite sailing 
hat with your horse’s colors.

3. Make your own Mint Julep or Kentucky Whiskey 
Sour at the drinks station. Bring your own 
alcohol, we’ll have the mixers and mint.
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On Easter weekend, a few intrepid sailors 
ventured forth from Keowee Sailing Club to 
Columbia Sailing Club on Lake Murray, South 
Carolina, to participate in a J24 Easter Regatta on 
“That Will Do Pig.”  

As background, PIG —as we affectionally call 
her— had just had a complete hull and keel 
refinishing, which meant we had not sailed on her 
since the Turkey Shoot Regatta, November 2018.

Captain Rob Baldwin, had loaned out PIG to the 
Clemson Sailing Club team who had raced in 
Charleston Race Week. They finished in a very 
commendable 3rd Place against some of the J24 
communities’ top teams.

So at the beginning of the Easter 2019 Regatta, 
expectations were running high. 
 

Keowee Sailing Club 
Members On the Road by Phil Cook

Our crew, led by Captain Rob Baldwin, consisted 
of Ulf Schiller as Pit Master, Rodney Fowler as 
Bow Master, Mike Minnette from Lake Norman 
Yacht Club as Trimmer/Tactician and Phil Cook as 
Rail Meat.

There were thirteen J24s at this year’s regatta 
and Mother Nature decided to throw the regatta 
participants some particularly nasty strong and 
shifty winds to make the regatta more challenging.  
Those boats that had taken the conservative 
approach, and flew jibs instead of genoas, 
faired better in the first race. Those boats that 
flew spinnakers were quickly in survival mode 
as boat after boat lost control, some retiring with 
mechanical failures, and one text-book broach 
and recovery by the overall regatta champion.

During the course of the first day the wind built, 
the rain pelted, but PIG and her valiant crew 
doggedly kept racing.  

By the end of the first 
day, it was obvious that 
due to our lack of team 
practice, we were playing 
catch up to a very good 
fleet. Something else was 
becoming apparent; our 
crew continued to work 
hard in bad conditions 
and, in so doing, formed a 
very strong bond. We had 
survived many mistakes 
due to quick recovery 
actions by the other team 
members.

All of us ended the first day 
bruised and battered but 
having gained confidence 
in our ability to compete 
at the required level in 
adverse conditons.

Day 2 was washed out blown out and we used 
the time to review roles and adjust and adapt to 
lessen the chance of repeat mistakes.

Day 3 Easter 
Sunday, Lake 
Murray lost the 
angry attributes 
of the past few 
days. In the last 
race of the day, 
PIG rose up 
and showed her 
true capabilities 
with a very 
respectable 6th 
place finish due 
to an awesome 
start and then 
some great 
execution by the 
team throughout 
the race.

So beware all 
those on Lake Keowee, PIG is back and she is 
ready to do battle!
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The Maritime Flea Market was a big success. We had 26 to 30 
‘sellers’, some of them arriving before 8am to ensure they had 
a perfect location to set up their tables and display items. 

We had 100+ people come by to look around - members, non-
members and just people passing 
by the club who saw the signs at 
the road. Many purchased items 
and left with smiles on their faces.

The Events Committee would 
like to specifically thank Dave 
& Pam Moore, Maria & Pablo 
Acevedo, Nancy & Jim Hackett 
and Marcus Caballero for their 
time and assistance in making 
the day a huge success. Thanks, 
also, to Scott Brier, John and 
Sandy Perkins, Colleen Patterson 
and Ken Marsh for supplying the 
music.

Food Drive
We collected 145.75 
pounds of food (canned 
goods, dry goods, etc) 
- donations were given 
to Our Daily Bread soup 
kitchen & the Golden 
Corner Pantry.

We collected cash 
donations from a 
combination of the hot dog 
sale and flea market table 
which totaled $228.45. 
The cash donations were 
given to the Golden Corner 
Pantry.

The blood drive numbers 
were a bit lower than expected as quite a few members that 
wanted to donate were not permitted to, due to recent/current 
illness or recent travel to malaria or ebola impacted countries. 
That said, the blood drive collected 21 pints of blood!

Maritime Flea Market by Liz Copps
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A Shopper’s Take on the Flea Market
by Phil Cook

Need stuff? Before you quickly reply, “no,” let me tell you what one skeptical shopper, me, 
was able to come away with at the KSC Maritime Flea Market. Keep in mind that like most 
of us, I am under strict orders not to expand our possessions unless absolutely necessary. 
So I set out looking for donation parts that would be useful for the KSC Club Sailboat Fleet.

Due to the generosity of our club members I came away with a trove of treasures that will 
be used for the program including; a tiller extension (very useful), a full boat numbering and 
lettering kit, (essential), a bag full of line stoppers, and sundry other necessary items for the 
club sailboats.

Of course the allure of finding other treasures that I would need for my own boat started to 
weave into my mind. The mandate to exercise buying constraint was rapidly fading into a 
distant and ignored memory. Oh, the bounty of treasures that I found!

Thanks to Glenn and Patti Kats I was able to acquire a complete foul weather outfit which 
fits perfectly for a fraction of the retail price at West Marine.  

Doug French had an abundance of useful items. I  found rudder pins for my newly 
renovated Merit 22 rudder which also fit perfectly.

I came away from the 2019 KSC Maritime Flea Market with the thrill of victory!

For all those members who, like me, are wary of the value of spending precious time at a 
flea market,  ALL HANDS HEAR THIS:  this event is definitely worth your time and is a very 
nice way to spend part of a glorious spring Saturday.

Thanks to Liz Copps for coordinating, and thanks to all the members who participated!   
See you all next year!



SAM’s SAILING TIPS: 
Breezy Sailing Days
by Sam Secrest

As we enter spring, we will see varying forecasts in 
weather.  

When you see the word “breezy”, there will most likely be 
gusty winds.  When a new weather front is predicted it will 
often have breezy included.  When you arrive at the club, it 

may be blowing light and variable, but as the sun is warming up the atmosphere, 
the wind will pick up.  The weather front can arrive and gently increase in 
strength, but most likely, it will be instant whitecaps.  

Keep an eye on the water for darker areas that indicate stronger winds.  When it 
first arrives at your boat, it may gust from one direction and then another in rapid 
succession.  

What to do when this occurs?  Be ready to ease the sheets (those lines 
controlling the sails).  If you are sailing a dinghy or keelboat, don’t cleat the 
sheets. You want to be able to let them out quickly to avoid a capsize.  If you 
are sailing a boat with winches that help bring in the jib sheets, try to avoid an 
overwrap (that is when the wrap gets tangled and you cannot get the  
pressure off the line.  

Experienced skippers know how their boat behaves in light, medium and 
heavy winds.  You might consider reefing the mainsail on a gusty day 
before you start sailing until you acquire that knowledge.  It is a lot 
easier to shake out a reef and raise the main than it is to lower the 
main in a blow with the boat heeling.  Remember, when the main 
gets hit with a gust, the boat may try to round up into the wind 
even if you are going dead downwind.  

You might want to learn to do what is called “Heaving To”.  
All of these terms are from the old English  
Sailors from back in the square rigger days. 

Here is a You Tube video on how to do it 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lB7jgYn9dEk
We often use the “Heave to” between races so we can rest a bit before the next 
race starts or have a snack and something to drink.
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I tried to convince myself that  
the rigging could last another year.  
And then Terry Keene 
withdrew from a race 
because one of his lower 
shrouds was beginning to 
fray. This was clearly not 
something to wait  
on until a convenient time!

I did my inspection of the 
Merit’s standing rigging 
and found broken strands 
of wire on the starboard 
lower. It was impossible 
to know what was happening “up top,” but I was 
assured that broken strands anywhere are not to be 
ignored.

Since the Merit was built in 1984 and had been 
through multiple owners and several knockdowns, 
the decision was clear: 

It was time to replace the standing rigging including 
the forestay, backstay, backstay adjuster, port and 
starboard UPPER and LOWER shrouds.

This also meant I would need to pull the boat out 
of the water, take down the mast, de-rig all of the 
standing rigging and pack it all up to send off to a 
rigging shop to prepare new standing rigging.

The prospect of doing this as a first timer was 
overwhelming, but Jan reminded me that there was 
a bountiful resource of support and knowledge to 
lean upon at KSC.

And so it began. Kevin Rylance willingly stepped 
in to help pull the boat and take down the mast. 
Rob and Liz Copps offered short-term use of their 

dry storage space so I could 
clean the hull (another delayed 
maintainance item.) Wrestling the 
rigging into loops that would fit 
into the available box and then 
transferring it to a better box at the 
Post Office was a challenge but 
was accomplished on dry land. 

The new rigging arrived in record 
time and we reattached the 

shrouds immediately —- 
and then the connectors on 
the stays were the wrong 
style and would not fit. Jury 
rigging is not an option 
for this equipment! So it 
was back to the fabricator. 
Fortunately they understood 
the problem, were able to 
find the correct fittings (see 
build date 1984) and again 
delivered in a timely manner. 

All rigging now attached and hull clean and 
polished, it was time to reverse the process. Again, 
there were willing hands available. Russ Bissell 
helped raise the mast (with many stopping by to 
lend a hand) and relaunch. A special thanks to 
Hank Goodman for figuring out how to re-rig the 
backstay adjuster. 

As a final capstone event, Rodney Fowler, previous 
owner of Merit, raced in the Club Hot Ruddered 
Bum Series as PHRF B. The rig was too loose but 
it was encouraging to have sailed successfully 
following the major project of redoing the standing 
rigging.

Jan and I managed to tighten the rigging and have 
now taken her out on another awesome voyage. 
There were tweaks to be done and probably more 
to do but the trauma is over and everything went 
well. Thanks to all who leant a hand. 

It is wonderful to be a part of KSC knowing you can 
always help or receive help. See you on the lake!

First Timer Fears
Fixed By  
KSC Family
by Phil Cook
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We have over 50 students signed up for our three sail camp sessions (June 10-12, 
June 17-19, June 24-26), but at this time we are short on volunteers, especially for 
June 10-12 and June 17-19.   
 
This is a great time to enjoy the water, and earn work credit, while participating in one 
of the most enjoyable events of the year at the club.  If you would be interested in 
helping, please contact Dan Eskew at daneskew@bellsouth.net or 864-640-0375. 

SAIL CAMPS UPDATE:

PLEA FOR HELP! 
by Dan Eskew

As the old wood from the dock is removed and 
disposed of, there has also been a wish by a 
number of club members to remove objects 
that are not used and/or usable that have 
been left in the general club storage areas.  

In order to ensure that personal belongings 
are not disposed of, please take some time to 
remove any items that you thought “you might 
need sometime” or that you thought “someone 
else would like to use.”  Probably that is not 
going to be the case and it is time to take the 
intiative to remove those articles.  

Remember that you may find club members 
who are interested in taking responsibility for 
items you no longer have use for, but you 
must make the first move!

There is also a plan to inventory and store 
equipment and supplies for Grounds upkeep.  
In an effort to avoid accidentally including 
personal possessions as club assets, it is 
important for all members to claim and remove 
belongings from club storage spaces (i.e. in 
and around the Tool Shed and OSHA Locker).    
 
These two projects should improve the 
appearance as well as the usability of our club 
grounds. I hope all members will work to help 
out with the clean-up by the end of May!

Spring Cleaning Time is Here! 
by Jan Cook

     
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

MAY  3-5   KSC KEOWEE CUP 2019
 11  BOS Meeting
 17-19  Grits and Haggis Regatta 
 25  Simmer Serier #1
 26  Memorial Day Holiday  
   Distance Race
 26  Memorial Day Picnic

No BOS Meeting occurred in 
April, therefore, no minutes 
were recorded.

Next meeting will be 
May 11.


