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There was a topic being discussed in the March 
Board of Stewards’ meeting about the alarming 
number of boats in our marina with expired 
registration stickers. I can’t help but wonder why 
the registrations are not current. Some are out of 
date by several years, and from the condition of 
the boats, they have not been used in at least that 
long. Maybe the owner has the new registration 
stickers but just hasn’t had the opportunity to put 
them on the boa? Maybe the owner doesn’t have 
them and doesn’t intend to get them. After all, it’s 
their boat and it surely doesn’t hurt anyone by just 
sitting there in the slip. Or does it?

     We have had quite a few new members joining 

KSC recently and we’re starting to develop a 
rather healthy waiting list. These new members 
would like to have a place to keep their boats so 
they can use them but no slips are available. We 
are, of course, a sailing club, but does that mean 
we just own sailboats? I think it means we own 
sailboats and WE SAIL THEM.

     So, with Spring quickly approaching, if you 
have a boat in the marina that needs some 
attention, come to the club and spend a day or 
two getting your boat cleaned up and maintained 
and then get the registration up to date, if 
needed, and let’s go sailing. There are several 
regattas and series races coming up soon and 
wouldn’t it be fun if fifty boats showed up instead 
of the usual three or four? Or what would look 
prettier than having a lake full of sailboats, just out 
for a cruise? Let’s try it and see!

Comments
Commodore’s

Junior KSC Member  
Enjoys First Solo Sail
KSC Member Lincoln Smith, 6-year-old son of 
KSC Members Kip and Alice Smith, launched 
his sailing career on OPTI #8 (Shark) on 
Sunday March 17th.  

Lincoln’s feet barely touched the ground as he 
flew over to announce that he was going to sail 
an Opti (all by himself!). After ensuring that the 
airbags were all inflated, Lincoln launched his 

Opti with Dad following closely behind in a  
Club Sunfish. The duo navigated off the 
sailboat beach and into the cove.  

Upon returning, Lincoln, still full of “Atomic 
Energy,” announced that for a future Opti 
design he wanted one with a red dragon, 
because dragons were his favorite and red  
was his favorite. Oh, to have that energy.

Lincoln de-rigged and put away his Opti in first 
class fashion. Congratulations, Lincoln, and 
welcome to the wonderful world of sailing!

Photo courtesy of Rob Baldwin
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Since the beginning of 2019, you will see many  
improvements that are being accomplished at 
KSC. I thought that it would be appropriate in 
this Waterline edition to devote attention to the 
progress that is being made in many of the areas 
of the club.  

In my early career as a United States Navy 
Officer, I was fortunate to have many experienced 
mentors. One of those mentors, MMCM (Machinest 
Mate Master Chief) Mann taught me a lifelong 
lesson, which simply was:

In order to know the true condition of something, 
you first must clean it up. By doing so you will 
expose the weaknesses and then be able to plan and 
repair those weaknesses.

Progress at KSC! by Phil Cook

Our club members have been busy on clean-up. 
Grounds, Docks, Signs, House and Boats have 
all been upgraded.

The stories on the following pages highlight the 
efforts of many of our club members.
However, the Dock Committee in particular, 
needs help this year. You don’t need to be a 
skilled carpenter...we have boards that need to 
be replaced, metal rails that need to be scraped 
and painted. Please contact Kevin Rylance — 
you can usually find him on his hands and knees 
on the docks, replacing boards by himself. But 
better, contact him at seasprite2@gmail.com, 
or by phone at 805-610-2595. 
 
 

LAUNCH DOCK RENOVATION

Over a cold and wet February three- 
day session, the KSC Launch Dock 
was transformed.

Under the supervision of Dock   
Maintenance Chair Kevin Rylance, 
the KSC Launch Dock project was  
completed — on schedule.

Launch Dock railing was repainted by 
a team of volunteers including  
Kevin Rylance, Scott Brier  (on cover), 
Phil Cook and Tommy Davis. The KSC 
Launch Dock is ready to go for the 
2019 season and it looks great!
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Despite the cold wet weather, the first 
2019 Keowee Sailing Club Workday 
was a resounding success. The 25+ 
participants were organized into five 
major work teams:  
Outside: Grounds Team,  
Club Sail Boat Team, Dock Repair 
Team, Dead Tree Team. 
Inside: Kitchen Cabinet Clean-out Team.
 
The Grounds Team spread and 
compacted gravel in the main launch 
dock drive, the ruts in the main downhill 
dock driveway, the ruts at the end of the 
asphalt driveway, and the dry storage 
lot. The team also cleaned off the pine 
straw from the main swim beach.

The Club Sail Boat Team put on the 
standing rigging/masts, booms on all 
six club JY’s, retaped all clevis pins, 
ensured all boats had required whistles, 
and put the masts on the 2 club Bytes.

The Dock Repair Team replaced 24 
boards, and made great progress in 
power washing the main deck.

The Dead Tree Team took down 3 dead 
trees and trimmed up the fallen limbs.

The Kitchen Cabinet Team cleared and 
sanitized the storage shelves.

In summary, each team met their 
Work Day objectives despite the nasty 
sloppy weather. At the post Work Day 
Lunch, Vice Commodore Mark Halstead 
praised the Work Party and noted that 
the respective committee chairs had 
done a great job in preparing for this 
Work Day.

FIRST WORK DAY, SATURDAY FEB 23
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CLUB’S SIGN REPAIR
On February 24th, the club sign was 
damaged due to the strong 
winds that day.

Both foundation posts 
broke above the concrete 
foundations installed less than 
two weeks before that windy 
day.

The rapid response repair 
team was on site Monday to 
remove, replace the broken 
posts and install a much 
sturdier bracing system.
The sign was reinstalled by 
John Landers, Jim Carr,  
Jan and Phil Cook,  
Tommy Davis and  
Bob Graves.
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BOARDWALK POWERWASH PROJECT

One of the major themes for 2019 and 
beyond is to improve the condition of 
the KSC docks.

In addition to the launch dock 
renovation, and in response to 
member concerns of slime build up 
on the accesses to the docks, the 
Dock Maintenance Team aggressively 
countered the slime by launching a 
power wash project which entailed the 
entire dock boardwalk.

This was not a simple task, since water 
needed to be available for the entire 
length of the boardwalk. By combining 
member-owned and club-owned 
lengths of hoses, the team was able to 
accomplish this task in less than two 
weeks.

The boardwalk is now completed 
thanks to the hard work of the following 
members: John and Martha Gayle,  
Bill Blask and Kevin Rylance.
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NEW FLAGPOLE ARRIVES AT KSC

 On Tuesday, March 19th, KSC 
received our new flagpole. Delivery 
came by way of a massive 18 wheel 
truck that cleared the front gate by 
mere inches. It then successfully 
navigated down the driveway, into 
the main parking lot — and then 
proceeded to back down the length of 
the KSC Club House.  

From there a team of KSC club 
members — Liam Cunningham, Jim 
Carr, Jean Marie Dolenc,  
Glenn Kats, Bob Graves, Terry 
Patterson, and Phil and Jan Cook — 
offloaded the components and the 
mast to a temporary storage point.
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Cameron Rylance, son of KSC member Kevin 
Rylance, prepared his Clemson Sailing team 
for the recent Southern Collegiate Offshore 
Regatta in Charleston, SC February 16th and 
17th. 

Cameron and the Clemson team placed 2nd 
in the B Division, beating very good teams 
from Florida State University, North Carolina 
State University, Fordham University, Villanova 
University, Universoty of South Carolina,and 
Georgia Institute of Technology. 

In preparation for the Southern Collegiate 
Offshore Regatta, the Clemson team practiced 
at Lake Keowee, using both Tom Rudisil’s J24 
and Terry Keane’s J22.

KSC / Clemson 
Sailing Connection

The Clemson Team sailed in the KSC Frostbite 
series races before packing up and heading for 
the SCOR.

Congratulations to the Clemson Team and 
thanks to the KSC members who generously 
donated their boats to help the team prepare!

The Clemson sailing team took 2nd place / 
division B in the Southern Collegiate Offshore 
Regatta held in Charleston.

Clemson raced on a  ID-35 sailboat named 
“Fog Dog.” The boat skipper was Cameron 
Rylance with crewmembers Abbie Probst, 
Sarah Sandler, Karl Martin, Robert Gruskos, 
Andrew Dodd and Alex Marshall. The Clemson 
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Sailing Team coach was Dan Rylance (also the 
son of KSC Member Kevin Rylance).

Cameron and his brother Dan often sail 
together. They are crew members on the 
sailboat “Goat Rodeo” that took 1st place in the 
Chicago to Mackinaw Race J109 class in 2017 
and 2018.

The Clemson sailing team practiced for the 
regatta on Lake Keowee using KSC Club 
Member Tom Rudisill’s J-24 and KSC Club 
Member Terry Keene’s J-22. KSC Club 
member Rob Baldwin serves as the Clemson 
Sailing Club Faculty Advisor.

Message from the Dockmaster  by Ad Claessens

Our club has enjoyed an expansion of the racing program over the last several years. With that, more 
boats have arrived — and are still arriving — that are actively sailing in the racing program.

This has resulted in our dry sailing area being at capacity for the last 4 years or so and the wait list for a 
space has grown, staying consistently at 7-8. Few spaces become available. The wait time for the last 
year ot two has been about nine months.

While walking the dry storage area several times this past winter, it is obvious that there are more than a 
few boats that are under utilized or used not at all. If you use your boat enough, or at all, keep the space. 
But if not, please consider vacating the space to the next person on the list.

Freeing up space will allow us to continue to grow the active sailing program.
Thanks for your consideration.



Board of Steward Actions: March 2019
Treasury
Terry Patterson reported the following balances as 
of March 12, 2019 which total $199,143.68
  Checking account  $66,795.62
  Debit accounts $ 7,246.75
  Money market $125.101.31 
The new flagpole was purchased using only 
money from donations with about $100 leftover 
from the donated amount. Change of Watch 
expense was on budget. Overall the budget for 
this year is on track.

Dock Maintenance
Kevin Rylance reported the following: 600 feet of 
dock walkway was powerwashed thanks to many 
volunteers. The rails have been painted on the 
launch dock.

The following are work items that will need more 
than the few hours the monthly volunteers can 
typically handle, especially item #1 which will 
require removal of the steps and will be a multi day 
project: 
 1) The ramp on the front dock needs to be  
 replaced.
 2) Dock 1 needs repair.
 3) About 300 dock boards on various docks  
 need to be replaced.
 4) 10 more railings need caps.

Kevin indicated that all dock chains need to be 
inspected so he will be organizing a dive day 
where club dive volunteers will try and do all the 
inspections within a day or weekend. Due to the 
amount of dock maintenance required, Kevin will 
meet with Mark Halstead, Sam Secrest and others 
who wish to be on a committee to decide how to 
proceed.

Dock Master  
Ad Claessens reported that there are currently 7 
on the waiting list for dry storage, 3 for wet slips 
but the wet slip applicants do not all have boats 
currently needing the slips. Commodore Hurni 
appointed Bob Graves to head a committee to 
determine a solution to the dry storage issues that 
include lack of space and unused and or derelict 
boats.

Race/Regatta
ake Kohl reported that he and Doug French 
are working to get the Keowee Cup NOR and 
registration live on the website. They have 
compiled a list of participants for the past three 
years’ KC regattas and plan to follow up with them 
to encourage them to attend. Bare What You Dare 
registration is live on the website and Grits ’n 
Haggis registration will be up soon. Race 3 of Hot 
Ruddered Bums is today. 

Club Motor Boats  
John Landers reported that the Panga key is 
missing from one of the key rings, so if you are 
planning to use it check to make sure you have the 
correct key. 

Club Sail Boats 
Phil Cook reported that he is developing an 
inventory system for tracking spare parts. JYs are 
in the process of being numbered in time for sail 
camp. At the February work day, the JYs were 
rigged and masts were installed on the 2 Bytes. 
The donated Sunfish is drying out nicely. Phil 
requested help moving the wooden rack to the sail 
shack. Liz Copps volunteered the use of her truck.

10
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Safety and Training
Terry Patterson reported that he will be 
presenting a protocol for the Panga use at the 
next BOS meeting. He will forward a draft of the 
proposal to all prior to the April meeting. 

Grounds Committee 
Jan Cook reported that much was 
accomplished during the February workday with 
many volunteers remaining after lunch to finish 
the beach clean-up. Jan particularly wished to 
thank John Landers, Jim Dunlap, Bob Graves, 
Tommy Smith and Phil Cook who helped to 
reconstruct the KSC sign which had blown over 
in high winds. Painting of the new lumber will be 
done as weather permits.

Membership/Distribution 
Carl Fortson reported that the email lists have 
been audited and brought up to date. 

Waterline 
The March Waterline is scheduled for 
publication on March 21. The February issue 
was published on schedule. 

Club Use 
Sharon Hamilton reported for Steve Barnes that 
there are two new requests for club use which 
are posted on the board. 

Events 
Liz Copps reported that future game nights 
will begin at a later time. She reported that on 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 KSC will host a KSC 
Maritime Flea Market & Canned Food Drive. 
Due to the request of the Blood Bank, this event 
will also include a Blood Drive. The Maritime 
Flea Market will run just like last year. Members/
Guests may utilize club tables or bring tables of 
their own. The Canned Food Drive will benefit 
Our Daily Bread (a non-profit, all-volunteer 

soup kitchen in Seneca). Details are posted on 
the KSC Website under the “News & Photos.” 
Donations may be made any time between now 
and April 7, 2019. The April game night will be 
held later that evening. 

Membership 
Tracy reported the following memberships 
changes:

Resignations
Robert and Cat Williams resigned from 
Provisional Membership on 03/03/2019.
Herve and Paulette Chassin and Geoffrey 
and Amy Herbert resigned from Regular 
Membership on 03/11/2019.

New Regular Members
Jeff and Kara Pruitt
Steve and Telisa Roberts

New Provisional Members
Michael and MaryLou Vandervoot

Current Waiting List
John Larmon/Mary Yau,
James David & Julie Scott, 

At the March 16th Board Meeting, Tracy Carr 
introduced four new potential members all of 
whom were passed unanimously and will be 
added to the Waiting List:

Hunter Weekes 
Steve Hiller and Ann Carpenter
Bruce and Jo Sampson,
Donald and Caroline Noel

Based on the above actions, membership count 
is 225. Tracy Carr reported that Tracy Cormier 
has agreed to assist her with membership 
duties.

Board of Steward Actions: March 2019 continued
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Strategic Planning 
Roger Sulhoff reported that plans are still on 
track to present to the BOS in August and 
membership in September. 

Today’s meeting included guests Davida 
Steinbrink as historian and Part 2 of Sailing 
and Racing with guests Jake Kohl and Doug 
French. 

Next month the social element of the club will 
be the topic of review with invitations to those 
involved in communications and non racing 
events - Carl Fortson, Susan Brier or Phil Cook 
(Waterline), Steve Barnes, Chris Zander and 
Liz Copps. A note will be sent to the general 
membership to invite others who wish to 
participate. 

The issue of boat ownership requirements for 
club members versus the amount of available 
boat storage will be addressed as a future topic.

Vice Commodore’s Report 
Mark Halstead reported that the February work 
day was very productive in spite of the poor 
weather. The next workday is scheduled for 
April 27.

Commodore’s Report
Commodore Hurni reported that he has 
contacted Western Carolina Sailing Club 
regarding their alcohol policy. He learned that 
they do not have one and will be contacting 
WCSC’s insurance agent to discuss.

Old Business
Flagpole Project — Liam Cunningham reported 
that the flagpole is scheduled to be delivered 
this week and he is looking for volunteers to be 
on hand to help unload it when it arrives. He 
will also be looking for volunteers to help with 
installation in the near future. 

New Business
Phil Cook requested and was approved for the 
club purchase of a 1990 Sunfish for $499.00. 

RV Policy -— Liam Cunningham asked for 
permission to update the RV policy to add that 
if you are not on the grounds, your RV may not 
be plugged in. It would also include instructions 
as to how to properly handle plugging in so as 
not to stress the club’s electrical system. Liam 
will present an updated RV policy at the April 
BOS meeting for approval.

Board of Steward Actions: March 2019 continued

Save the Date: The Keowee Cup is Coming! 
 
May 3, 4 and 5, 2019



     
WHAT’S COMING UP:

Waterline Team:
Phil Cook, writer/editor (remingtoncook53@gmail.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Mar 30 1:00  Hot Ruddered Bums   
   Series #4

April  6  KSC Maritime Flea    
   Market, Canned Food &   
   Blood Drive
 6 6:30 GAME NIGHT 
 13  Hot Ruddered Bum    
   Series #5
 14 1:00 Women, Wind & Wine   
 20-21  BOS Meeting
                   KSC Around Keowee   
   Alone
 27  2nd 2019 WORK PARTY
 27-28  Bare What You Dare
   Choo Choo Regatta
   Make Your Scot Fly Clinic

MAY  3-5   KSC KEOWEE CUP 2019

Huge thanks to our very talented Patti Kats for 
making these wonderful miniature sailboats!

These educational tools were first used by the 
ladies in the Women, Wind & Wine program at 
the February Meeting, and will also help teach the 
junior sailors at Sailing Camp this year.

Club Member Patti Kats  
Makes Training Aids


