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INSIDE:
• Work Day: June 24!
• Grits & Haggis
• Memorial Day   
  Weekend

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B
July 2017

Fourth of July Weekend at KSC 
On Saturday, July 1st, we will begin the afternoon with a Youth Regatta 
at 1:00.   
There will be a dinner that evening with entertainment.   
On Sunday, July 2nd at 1:00, a holiday distance race will be held.   
And on Tuesday, July 4th, there will be a sunfish race with the club 
boats at 1:00. Watch your email for further details.

Our annual Flag Day Raft Up seems to have become a highly-
anticipated — and ‘non-racing-on-water’ — event! Saturday, June 
17th, was our 3rd annual Raft Up and we were well represented with 
15 sailboats, two motorboats and one kayak, not to mention Hank 
and Kip’s skiff and the committee boat. A very active raft up scene! 
Nearly all boats were decorated with flags to some degree (including 
an impressive looking committee boat); Glen & Patti Kats’ boat (photo 
right) was voted ‘most decorative boat’ and they received a $50 gift certificate. 

Many thanks to Liam Cunningham and Rodney Fowler for setting up and taking down grills, 
tent, tables and such. More thanks to Hank and Kip for shuffling people and supplies back 
and forth to the club. More recognition to Patti Kats, Liz Keenan and Daryl Wurster for taking 
photos. Daryl upped the photo game by bringing his drone and taking some fabulous aerial 
shots (like the one on this page). Lastly thanks to all that not only showed up for fun and 
fellowship but also to all those who pitched in with food and clean up. Seeing everyone in 
action defines our culture as a self-help club. Members got to know each other better which 
helps build an even stronger club than we currently have Make plans for next year!

Flag Day Raft Up 2017



by Steve Barnes
“Gratitude can transform common 
days into thanksgivings, turn 
routine jobs into joy, and change 
ordinary opportunities into 
blessings.”  (William Arthur Ward, 
20th Century Writer/Poet)

As I pondered and attempted to 
formulate thoughts for this month’s 
Commodore Corner, I found myself 
drawing a blank…a clear case of 
“Commodore Writer’s Block” (such 

a poor play on words from an old Seinfeld episode, 
forgive me). Suddenly, seemingly without anything in 
the vicinity to prompt me, I remembered a few minutes 
from an otherwise uneventful Saturday afternoon a 
several weeks ago.

I had been in Greenville for a reunion of sorts and as 
if often the case on many Saturdays, my car’s auto 
pilot went into action and about an hour later, I found 
myself stepping out at one of my favorite places on 
earth, KSC. Except this time, it was not early arrival but 
rather mid-afternoon, around 3pm. Alone, I really had 
no plan in mind so I grabbed a cold adult beverage, 
pulled my hat down over my eyes a bit and simply 
slumped back into a rocking chair attempting to blend 
into my surroundings much like a chameleon hoping to 
go unnoticed for a few moments (or avoiding predators, 
insert your own joke here). 

For the next 15 minutes, I simply sat in solitude and 
observed. To my left, the main beach was busy with 
adults and kids alike. Lots of water splashing with 

kids enjoying the lily pad and adults enjoying the 
companionship of each other. Ahead in the distance, a 
couple of sunfish struggling to find the wind but close 
enough to where I could see the beaming grin when a 
puff would come along with just enough wind to create 
hopeful joy. To my right, a sailor working, cleaning and 
tidying up his boat seeming very content even though 
in another week all that work is likely to be undone with 
one exhilarating sail. 

As I sat and observed in anonymity, I recall feeling 
one emotion above all others…Gratitude. I began to 
reflect on how I was introduced to sailing and then later, 
Keowee Sailing Club. I reflected on nearly 13 years 
of memories created here at KSC and am hopeful 
to create 13 (at least) more years of memories. I 
found myself reflecting on achievements, failures and 
friendships forged over time as a member of KSC. 
I was overcome with gratitude and was even more 
pleased I could recognize how fortunate I am and able 
to still experience that simple, yet fulfilling emotion. 

As quickly as I had been ensconced in such a gratifying 
moment, I was abruptly brought back to reality with 
the soothing words, “You’re out of paper towels in the 
bathroom!” So much for the life of a Commodore. 

I hope to be a more grateful person….Anyone want to 
join me for that sail?
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Operating Policy Change - The BOS recently 
voted in a change to the KSC operating policy 
in regards to expenditures. The policy now 
reads, “Advanced notice must be given to the 
treasurer and commodore regarding expenditures 
exceeding $500 whether budgeted or non-
budgeted. Non-budgeted expenditures exceeding 
$500 must have board approval. Committee 
chairs are permitted to work within their annual 
budgets so long as respective budgets are not 
exceeded at any given point. Any expenditures 

exceeding annual committee budgets must be 
approved by the board. Treasurer shall have 
the authority to issue immediate payment for 
recurring expenses such as, but not limited to 
leases, utilities, insurance and professional 
services without board approval. When an 
expenditure using the debit card will exceed $500, 
the treasurer must be notified by phone at least 
two hours in advance so that it can be determined 
that sufficient funds are available in the account 
for the purchase.”

Work Day:  Saturday, June 24th  
will be the next KSC workday. There is still 
work to be done! Please join your fellow 
members.  Lunch will be served to all those 
who participate!  
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Grits & Haggis Regatta

Memorial Day at KSC

Nineteen Flying Scot Captains and their crews 
turned out for the annual Grits & Haggis 
Regatta at the KSC in May. Saturday evening 
featured  a Dark ‘n Stormy themed dinner 
where participants celebrated the results of the 
day’s races while lamenting the hot, muggy 
and light wind conditions that day.  

Evening entertainment included the “Fleet 
193 Olympics” where 
sailors played such 
games as “Pin the 
Blame on the PRO” and 
had a golf ball roll on a 
gravel drive to “Win the 
Starting Line.”

Despite the wonderful 
Grits & Haggis 
breakfast on Sunday, 
the steady downpour of 
rain kept some of the 
sailors from venturing 

out to compete in that day’s races. Those that 
did saw a steady breeze with diminishing rains. 
For a complete description of the Regatta 
festivities, please see the article by Sandy 
Eustis posted on the KSC website.  

Winners of the Regatta were:
1st  Richard Wade; 2nd  Sandy Eustis;  
3rd  Barry Hambrick

The KSC was a busy place Memorial Day 
weekend.  A very well-attended cook out 
was held Saturday evening. Volunteers set 
up, cleaned up, manned grills and provided 
appetizers to ensure that everyone had plenty 
to eat. The desserts alone took up two tables!!  
It was wonderful to see so many people, both 
young and old, enjoying the dinner and each 
other’s company.   
 

A distance race was held on Sunday with 
results as follows:
Pursuit Overall - 1st  Ed Stoll; 2nd  Kip Smith; 
3rd  Terry Keane
PHRF A - 1st  Terry Keane; 2nd  Rob Baldwin; 
3rd  Joe Hiller
PHRF B - 1st  Kip Smith; 2nd  Ken Marsh
Recreational - 1st  Ed Stoll
Multihull - 1st  Ted Hardwicke



WHAT’S COMING UP:
June 24          8:30 KSC Work Day 
  1:00 Simmer Series #3
July 1  1:00  Youth Regatta
                                  Dinner & Entertainment 
July 2  1:00 Holiday Distance Race
July 4  1:00    Sun Fish Race 
July 8  1:00 Simmer Series #4
July 13 6:00 KSC Skiffs class
July 15 10:00 BOS Meeting
  1:00 Youth Regatta 
July 16 1:00 RC Series
July 22 1:00 Simmer Series #5
July 27 6:00 Sailing School
July 29 10:00 KSC Sailboats class
  1:00     Youth Regatta
August 5 1:00 Simmer Series #6
August 17 6:00 RC 101 class
August 19 10:00 BOS Meeting
  1:00 Fright Series #1
August 20 1:00 RC Series
August 26 10:00 KSC Skiffs 101 Class

Waterline Team:
Bonnie Eisenbies, writer/editor (eisenbies@aol.com)
Susan Brier, design/production (susan@writedesign.com)

Corrections: 
In the 2017 Hot Rudder Bums series/Flying Scot 
division, Jim and Nancy Hackett took 3rd place.
And, we’ve been misspelling the name of our 
fabulous photographer, Liz Keenan.
 Our apologies, Bonnie and Susan

Got a Game? 
Rumor has it that a group of fun-loving folks 
are interested in playing games, (card games, 
board games, etc.), on Saturday eves at our 
clubhouse. If you’re game (!), please join the 
group at 6:30ish, bring a game if you’d like 
— or not — and hey, maybe even a snack to 
share. Nothing big, no stress. Join Us!

KSC’s Youth Sailors recently paid tribute as the Wounded 
Warrior Motorcycle Parade passed by our club.

Club Work Boats 

Many of you have operated the club work boats 
at various times and the KSC appreciates your 
caretaking of these important vessels.  However, 
there have been some issues that need to be 
addressed.  

These work boats are monitored and maintained on 
a regular basis.  When using them you should not 
need to change the oil or add additional oil to the 
engines.   If you do perceive that something needs 
to be done to a boat or repairs need to be made, 
please contact John Landers before proceeding. 


