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Officer Nominations  
Nominations for the offices of KSC Steward, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Vice Commodore and 
Commodore are now open. Regular Members 
in good standing may be nominated for any of 
these positions. Nominations may be received 
from Regular Members in good standing. It is 
permissible to nominate yourself. If you are 
nominating another person, please make sure 
that that person in willing to serve.
 
Nominations must be received no later than  
10:00 am October 24th, the next Board of 
Stewards meeting.  

 
Nominations may be sent to any of the 
following by email. 
Commodore Adam Robinson:                 
aplushomeimprovements@hotmail.com 
Vice Commodore Chris Zander:        
czander@charter.net 
Past Commodore Davida Steinbrink:  
davidajane@bellsouth.net 
Steward Kip Goodman: swimkip@live.com 
 
You may also mail a nomination to: 
Commodore Adam Robinson
Keowee Sailing Club
150 Keowee Sailing Club Rd
Seneca SC 29672

Turkey Shoot Regatta & Party 
Rob Baldwin/Robyn Strickland

The Turkey Shoot regatta is coming up!  
We host our fall regatta the weekend of 
October 30-November 1. The Notice of Race  
is on the KSC website. 

We look forward to having a good turnout of 
club members in many classes of boat and — 
based on email inquiries — we expect a good 
number of outside racers as well. For those 
not racing, we need volunteers for set up, 
meals, helping visitors, and keeping the club 
clean. For more information about volunteering, 
contact Chris Zander, cezander@me.com, or  
Rob Baldwin, ejrbbald@gmail.com.  
See the NOR for information on registration,  
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by Adam Robinson

We have had some 
amazing events 
this summer; I hope 
everyone has enjoyed 
them. Our last work day 
was spectacular— we 
accomplished so many 
projects, had a great time, 

made new friends, and ate like kings. We are 
planning another workday the weekend before 
the Turkey Shoot Regatta, October 31 and 
November 1, to get our club in tip-top shape. We 
are expecting a huge turn out. Please come to 
the work day, volunteer for the regatta, or just 
come hang out and watch. It is shaping up to be 
a great event! 

The Slow Motion Dinghy 
Championship 
Sam Secrest

On September 19 & 20, we had our 
Dinghy Championship. The forecast was worse 
than the typical 5-10 mph High Pressure Weather 
System forecast. It was more like 1-2 and gusts to 
3mph and 89.5 degrees. Not the best conditions 
for a championship, but this is the game we play 
on the water and 14 boats were on the water each 
believing that they could win. They say that if you 
can sail on an inland lake, you can sail anywhere 
in the world.

Rob Baldwin was the PRO (principal race officer) 
and was assisted by Susan Brier, Julian Baldwin, 
Terry Keane, Chris Fink, Dixon Dabbs and Rob 
Kaiser.

Rob had just very light breeze 
out of the northwest for the start. 
Sharon Hamilton and I were trying 
to get to the committee boat in 
our Flying Scot to check in when 
the horn blew and the first flag 
signaled the start of the 5 minute 
starting sequence. Boats were 
moving, but there was not a wind 
ripple on the water. We were both 
sitting on the leeward side of the 
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boat going toward the committee boat about a 
boat length and a half from the starting line. 

The second flag went up signaling four minutes 
left before the start. We were hardly halfway 
down the line. There were boats coming down 
the line in the opposite direction. I was looking 
for a gap in the procession of boats to turn into 
and be able to cross the line. Time was running 
out. Another three minutes passed and we still 
had not found a gap. We were moving slowly and 
almost to the committee boat, the end of the line. 

Start of the Race
The class flag came down, the starting signal 
blew and then we had a spot on the line to turn 
into. We slowly turned the boat and we were in 
an ideal position, if we had wind. We didn’t. We 
were in a position to have clear air because no 
one was above us to windward. Boats at the 

other end of the line were moving 
in the wind created by the thermal 
heating the land. Heated air rises 
up; cooler air off the water moves 
in to fill the space and boats 
moved ever so slowly away from 
the start. 

So it went for the next 2½ hours. 
The rest of the race was trying 
to make the most of any breeze 
available and wondering how a 
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boat less than a boat length away 
could start moving and sail away 
from you that had not a breath of 
air. 

We rounded the leeward mark 
dead last and found our own 
private wind. We were moving at less than a knot, 
but the boats in front of us had been pushed 
down to the left of us. We were on a straight 
course back to the windward mark. Cursing the 
frequent motor boat wakes, we were catching up. 
Our breeze died when we were about 100 feet 
from the mark. We coasted on our momentum, 
still passing boats that were sitting waiting for a 
breeze. We finished a respectable 7th, middle of 
the fleet.

Saturday’s Results 
Sandy & Keith Eustis were 1st in a Flying Scot, 
Mike Neidig 2nd in an MC Scow, Kip Smith 3rd in 
a Thistle and Hank & Kip Goodman in 4th.

Saturday night was a feast for all the racers with 
a super meal of steak, baked potatoes, salad, 
bread, ice cream and birthday cake as it was 
Patty Kats Birthday!

And then Sunday...
On Sunday we started early after a brief 
postponement by the committee. More wind, but 
just as erratic. We got a good start. Immediately 
after got a wind shift, tacked over and crossed 
behind Hank & Kip Goodman, got another shift 
and tacked back on starboard. We were in the top 
four boats with Kip Smith’s Thistle leading. We 
tried to stay on the tack that was pointing more 
toward the windward mark. Some went to the 
left, others to the right. We came together at the 
windward mark, each rounding in turn chasing 
Kip Smith and that Thistle. At the leeward mark 
we were 2nd, things were looking up. Sandy and 
Keith Eustis and Kip and Hank Goodman were 
right on our stern. We went to the left side, Sandy 
and Keith went to the right. Hank and Kip went left 

following us, but we crossed tacks 
with them and they passed us. 

We got to the windward mark 
about the time Kip Smith was 
making his final gybe to the finish 
in that Thistle! (The Thistle and 

Flying Scot have about the same sail area, but 
the Thistle is about 400 pounds lighter.) We put 
our spinnaker up and tried to reach a bit to get 
more speed. Kip Smith was heading for the pin 
end of the line to finish. There wasn’t any wind 
showing on the water in that direction so we 
turned toward the committee boat end. 

My strategy was to reach as far as I could toward 
the committee boat and then gybe back to the 
pin— only there was still not a ripple near the pin 
end and boats were gaining on us. In the end, 
Sandy and Keith caught up with us along with 
Mike Niedig in his MC Scow right at the finish 
line. Hank and Kip Goodman were 1st , Kip 
Smith was 2nd, and Sandy and Keith Eustis in 
3rd.

Scoring the Race 
After the race Doug French, our score official, 
took the results of “elapsed time” and calculated 
the “corrected time.” This process is a time-
tested formula developed by an Englishman in 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama, that uses handicap 
ratings for dinghies. The corrected time reveals 
the order of finish. The finishes of the two races 
are added together for all of the participants with 
the lowest score winning the Championship.

Sandy and Keith Eustis were first and the Dinghy 
Champs for 2015. Hank & Kip Goodman 2nd, 
Kip Smith 3rd, Mike Niedig 4th, Sharon and I 
5th, Kirk and Leah Elliott 6th, Rick Harper 7th, 
Bob Graves and Scott Brier 8th, Dan Eskew 9th, 
Trevor Rochester 10th, Glenn and Patty Kats 
11th, Brian McCarthy and John Sensor 12th, 
Rick Hasser and Doug French 13th, and Rob 
and Liz Copps 14th.
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Total membership is now at 225 and there are 
two prospective members on the waiting list.
Please welcome the following new provisional 
members:

Gene and Lana Funk live in Walhalla with their 
granddaughter Cayla. They are both retired 

and have been 
sailing since 
1975. Most of 
their sailing 
experience 
has been 
in southern 
California and 
Florida. Gene 
and Lana own a 
Catalina Capri 

14.2 and are very interested in day sailing on 
the lake.

Jeff and Laura 
Chiles come 
from Greenville 
with their two 
children, Daniel 
and Emily. Jeff is 
a physician with 
the Greenville 

Health System and Laura is a homemaker. 
They currently own a Hobie 16 and have very 
little experience sailing, but are looking forward 
to learning.

Malcolm Munson lives in 
Greenville and is a retired 
professor. He sailed for many 
years on a Sunfish. Currently 
Malcom does not own a 
sailboat, but is interested in 
purchasing a dinghy to race 
and day sail.

Brian and Linda Upchurch live in Fletcher, 
NC where he is a Director of Business 
Development and she is Director of the Public 
Library. They have two children living at home, 
Peyton and 
Davis. The 
Upchurchs 
have 
experience 
sailing 
on Lake 
Norman 
and out of 
Key West, FL.  At the present, they are looking 
for a boat in the 27’ to 30’ range.

Membership News from Denny Smith

Catamaran Racing at Keowee Hank Goodman
Ford Riddle

KSC hosted a catamaran regatta over the 
weekend of September 12 and 13. This was 
a spur of the moment regatta, after another 
yacht club could not accommodate expected 
fleets. We should be proud that KSC is able 
and willing to promote sailing in this way.  
The weather cooperated, and the RC was able 
to get in four races for the catamarans and two 
races for the regular club series on Saturday. 

A great supper for all racers that evening topped 
the day. Sunday was a very different story with 
the weather—very drifty and shifty conditions 
left the fleet with two races and an early end to 
racing. Awards and a good meal sent the racers 
home happy. David Strictland won the High Fleet 
and Nigel Pitt won the Low Fleet. Way to go KSC! 
Promoting sailing, this is our mission and we serve 
it well. 
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WHAT’S COMING UP:

• 10/10 – Fright 6
• 10/17 – HOSPICE Regatta at      
   WCSC
• 10/24 – Work Day, 9 AM
• 10/24 – BOS Meeting, 10 AM
• 10/31 & 11/1 – Turkey Shoot         
   Regatta, Party and Trick-or-       
   Treating
• 11/14 & 11/15 – Keelboat  
   Championship
• 11/21 – BOS Meeting, 10 AM
• 11/28 – Frostbite 1

anticipated fleets, timing of 
events.  
 
Raffle Items Needed 
We need sailing-related items 
to raffle at the regatta: Gear, 
artwork, clothing — anything 
of quality. ‘Sailing related’ or 
just ‘nice stuff’ is fine. It’s been 
a fun part of past regattas and 
it benefits the racing program. 
Bring items to the club anytime before 5 pm on October 31. Leave 
them with a note that says “Turkey Shoot Raffle,” and let Chris 

Zander or me know. Ideally, leave them in the office (which has a separate lock and code), 
but if you need to leave them in the club, send Chris or me an email and we can lock it up. 
cezander@me.com; ejrbbald@gmail.com

Turkey Shoot Regatta Costume Party plus  
Trick-or-Treating 

This year, the Regatta falls on Halloween, so let’s have a party! We’ll host a costume contest for 
adults (with prizes!), music, plus a few games for both adults and kids. If we have enough folks 
willing to hand out candy, the kids can do some trick-or-treating first on the docks for about a 
half hour, depending on the number of kids. If you would be willing to participate please let me 
know at rstric71@yahoo.com.

Regatta continued from page 1

FOR SALE:  1986 Capri 22 fin keel.  Fast 
proven regatta winner, 1 set Waters racing 
sails, lightly used, spinnaker; 1 set cruising 
sails, good condition; whisker and spinnaker 
poles.  Bottom redone in 2013.  2011 
Yamaha 2.5 outboard.  Boat is in good 
condition, ready to sail/race.   
Contact Tom Hawkins $7599, dock 3/6,   
(864) 888-7776


