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INSIDE:
• Grits and Haggis Events
• A Personal Story  
  by David Smith 
• Flagpole Project 

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B
June 2018

Memorial Day: 
Luau, Pig Roast, 
Long Distance 
Race — and  
Piggie Racing! 
 

Ralph Joyner tends to the slow-cooked 
pig roast for theMemorial Day event.

Continued on page 5

Thankfully the rain stayed 
away long enough so 
everyone could enjoy the 
cookout!  The Events Committee was 
a bit worried that the potential wet weather 
would keep members and guests away. 
There were 182 RSVPs but total attendance 
was at least 175.  
In case you have never counted, KSC 
only has 134 indoor chairs. Thankfully, the 
surprisingly dry weather made for more 
comfortable seating, as members took 
advantage of our two beautiful beaches, 
picnic tables, patio seating and the recently 

Independence Day Holiday Event 
on SATURDAY, JULY 7th

There will be two concurrent racing 
events: 

•  At approx. 1 pm on July 7th, there will 
be a pre-race meeting for BOTH the 
Youth Regatta and the Holiday Distance 
Races. More details to follow!

• At approx. 5 pm, the feeding frenzy will 
begin with appetizers. Dinner to follow at 
6pm. Menu details, volunteer sign-ups 
and RSVP requests will be shared soon.

K E O W E E  S A I L I N G  C L U B
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by Liam Cunningham
Sailors, we have officially 
entered the busy season at 
KSC. With a large uptick in the 
number of people at the club, 
I thought I would take this time 
to remind everyone of some 
hot button issues that seem to 
pop up every year. Hopefully 
these friendly reminders will 
help keep any issues at bay so  
we are all able to enjoy a fun 
and relaxing summer at KSC. 

Club Reservations
While we use the term “reservation,” the club is still 
available for everyone to use. Please do not feel like 
you are barred from using the clubhouse, grounds, 
or facilities when another member may have a group 
present. If you are “reserving” for an event, remember 
not to take over the entire clubhouse, pavilion, grills, 
etc. And keep in mind that while your event may be 
more formal, other members may be enjoying the club 
beach or pavilion, and may be walking around the 
grounds in leisurewear or bathing suits. 

Personal Belongings
Many people come to the club in the summer for 
extended weekends or even full weeks. With that 
comes food, drinks, extra clothes, and all the other 
floats and supplies that lead to a good time. When 
you are at the club, please be aware of the space you 
are taking up in the kitchen, bathroom, clubhouse and 
beach. Your car, boat, or campsite are perfect places to 
keep many of these items out of the way. 

Dog Policy
The dog policy is a self-policing policy that has gone 
through many changes over the years, and this one 

seems to work best for everyone’s needs. Here is a 
quick checklist for pet owners to remember:

• Only members are allowed to bring pets to KSC. 
Guests are never allowed to bring pets.

• Your dog is required to remain on a leash at all times 
unless you are on the East beach and your dog is 
well controlled.

• Dogs are never allowed in the clubhouse, pavilion, on 
the decks, or on the main beach. 

• Clean up immediately after your pet. Nobody wants 
to smell it or step in it. There’s a trail in the woods 
behind the East beach that is a great spot for a dog 
walk.

• If your dog causes a nuisance or excessively disturbs 
others, you may be asked to remove your dog from 
the club grounds. Breaking these rules will cause 
you to be called in front of the board and you may 
lose pet privileges.

While I hate to have to harp on the rules, I truly hope 
these reminders help to clear up any confusion and 
help keep any issues from arising. Should you witness 
any problems, please do not hesitate to report them to 
a steward or officer at the club. And don’t forget that 
new members may not fully know all of the rules (we 
were all there at one time), so a friendly reminder (and 
a smile!) can go a long way. 

Thank you for your cooperation and I look forward to 
enjoying this summer with all of you at our wonderful 
club!  

Membership News
At the June BOS meeting, the board voted to move three provisional members to regular 
membership.  They are Kathryn and Doug Mandel, Becky and Walter Stovall, Mark Caballero 
and Debra Kruljac.  Please congratulate them and welcome them as full members of the club!

New Work Day - June 30 - 9-12 noon
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Photos by Liz Keenen and Terry Keane

The 10th Annual Grits ‘n 
Haggis Regatta was hosted 
by Fleet 193 on May 18, 19 & 
20 of 2018.   

In the past 10 years our 
fleet has grown to be the 
largest and most active fleet 
at the Keowee Sailing Club 
in Seneca, South Carolina.  
The club sits on the lake with 
a view of the Blue Ridge 
mountains in the distance.  
At this year’s event we had 
18 participants from 7 clubs.  
On Friday sailmaker Ryan 
Malmgren of Mad Sails (see photo next 
page) was our special guest, conducting 
a seminar beginning on land then heading 
out on the water to a practice race course, 
hopping boat to boat to give individual tuning 
tips. The subject was “Sailing a Scot in Light 
Air” which we all experience on inland lakes 
from time to time. The evening was topped 
off with a lasagna dinner. 

The first race of the regatta was run in 

extremely light wind 
and Ryan and Stacy 
Malmgren took us all 
to school on light air 
sailing, again taking 
1st place. They were 
followed by Don Smith 
of Lake Norman Sailing 
Club in 2nd, Sandy 
Eustis of Keowee in 
3rd place, and John 
Kreidler of Western 
Carolina in 4th.   

The fleet was tight.   
At every mark there 

was a cluster of boats. The most remarkable 
finish was by the Dixie Lakes District 
Governor Andrew Fox who was over early in 
the race and came back to finish 5th. 

The second race got started after the race 
committee moved the course. This race was 
much like the first with the exception of the 
wind filling in and the finishes. John Kreidler 
of Western Carolina Sailing Club finished first 
followed by Sandy Eustis in 2nd and  

10th Annual Grits & 
Haggis Regatta
by Sam Secrest 

Continued on page 4
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Special guest/sailmaker Ryan Malmgren (MAD Sails) begins 
his session at KSC. 

Ryan Malmgren in 3rd.  Don Smith 
was 4th and Andrew Fox was again 
5th. 

It was overcast all day but by the 
third race the clouds were turning 
dark. There was not any thunder or 
lightening, but the rain started in a 
light drizzle. The wind began to pick 
up on the downwind leg, but the 
fleet was tightly packed.  
As we turned the final mark the rain 
picked up and it became difficult to 
see. The sun glasses that had been 
needed earlier in the day came off 
and finishers headed back to the 
docks. The third race was won by 
Ryan and Stacy Malmgren followed 
by John Kreidler in 2nd, Andrew Fox 
in 3rd, Tom Clark &and Hannah of 
Privateer Yacht Club took 4th, Barry 
and Tracy Hambrick of Birmingham 
in 5th.  
 
After everyone came in and dried 
off the sunshine returned. We 
cooked steaks on the grill, listened 
to music from the Patterson family, 
and competed in the Flying Scot 
Fleet 193 Olympics led by Keith and 
Sandy Eustis. …and then the lying 
started. 

On Sunday the Race Committee 
gave a good effort, but the wind was 
not there, so the regatta ended in 
the sunshine. The final results are 
an example of the talent coming 
from various clubs. Note that the top 
six finishers were from six different 
clubs.

10th Annual Grits & Haggis Regatta  
1st Ryan & Stacy Malmgren – Ephraim Yacht Club, 

2nd John Kreidler & Greg Torissi - Western Carolina Sail Club

3rd Andrew Fox & Doug Fox – Birmingham Sailing Club

4th Bob Graves & Roger Sulhoff – Keowee Sailing Club

5th Tommy & Debbie Weaver – Lake Murray Sailing Club 

6th Tom Clark & Hannah – Privateer Yacht Club

Around Alone Distance Race
This annual race was held in May.   

1st Place went to Tom Rudisal.  2nd went to Kirk Eliott.   

And 3rd went to Glenn Kats.  Congratulations!

Grits continued...
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refurbished rocking chairs. 
The theme for the dinner 
was a Luau. Members 
and guests embraced the 
theme and turned out in 
their best and brightest 
Hawaiian-inspired attire. The main 
course was “roast pig” prepared by 
KSC’s own Ralph Joyner.  Ralph 
and his assistant tended to the 
210 pounds of hog from Saturday 
afternoon until serving time Sunday 
night. They made sure the hogs 
were cooked slowly to ensure 
they were moist and delicious. 
Several members commented 
that this was the BEST pig roast 
they ever attended. 
The main course was 
accompanied by several 
Hawaiian-inspired dishes 
and desserts. The Events 
Chair would like to extend 
a HUGE thanks to all the 
volunteers for their help 
in the kitchen as well 
as with the decorations 
and set-up. There were 
provisional members, 
regular members and even 
several guests who jumped in 
and offered their assistance. 

A Silent Auction and “Piggy 
Race” capped off the evening 
(*no piggies were harmed or 
utilized in the actual event). 
Susan Brier organized the fundraising 
efforts and a team of volunteers and “hula 
girls” assisted her. The fundraising efforts 
exceeded $1600 and ALL the proceeds 
will directly benefit the KSC Youth Sailing 
Program. Thank you to all of the donors 

and participants for making 
this a very successful 
fundraising effort. Last 
year’s efforts allowed the 
club to purchase a used JY-
15. The new addition to the 

fleet will be used at the upcoming 
KSC Youth Sailing Camps.

Prior to the festive dinner, a Holiday 
Distance Race was held, which 
brought out 20 boats of many 
types. Participants were given a set 
start time based on a handicapping 
system (e.g PHRF, Portsmouth) 
and set out on an identical course. 
What a great way to conduct a 

Holiday Race since it only 
requires one course and 
all participating boats are 
in the same fleet.  

Congratulations to 
Jack and Becky Wise 
for taking 1st place 
while sailing “Sophie”, 
a Flying Scot they 
recently purchased. 
2nd place went to Rod 

Andrew on a MC Scow and 
3rd place went to Terry 
Keane sailing a J22.  

Many thanks to the race 
participants and race 
committee volunteers! The 
next Holiday Distance Race 

will coincide with a Youth Regatta, to be held 
on Saturday, July 7, 2018. If you are not up 
to racing, come out to support the Youth 
sailors or participate as volunteer. 

Top, awards for the Distance race 
included Hawaiian chocolates, 
plus colorful towels, etc. 
Center, Lincoln Smith wears a 
collection of party leis.
Bottom, rounding a mark at the 
Memorial Day Distance Race.

Memorial Day 
continued...
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Just a sailing Club?
 by David Smith

On the Friday afternoon before the Grits and Haggis regatta we were covering 
up the boat.  I jumped down to finish zipping up the cover.  The problem was 
I missed my landing, ended up in an untidy heap between the boats and knew I 
could not move on my own.  Fortunately Sam was covering his boat a few feet 
away.  Barbara got Sam to help, they loaded me into the car and Sam drove me to 
Oconee Memorial Hospital. It was a slow night at the emergency room.  They 
guessed that I had broken my left hip, x-rayed it and confirmed the diagnosis.  
The surgeon on call came in and set up surgery for Saturday morning, gave me 
some strong pain medication and off I went to sleep.

Now the Club went into action.  Barbara was marooned at the club with our car 
(remember she cannot see well enough to drive!) 

People drove her and the car home.  More people drove her to Oconee hospital 
to visit me over the weekend. On Tuesday I was moved to the Anmed Reahab 
Hospital.  While there I had club visitors every day to cheer me up, and to bring 
Barbara to see me.

When I returned home, club members had loaned us and installed the equipment 
needed for a person in my condition.  Two couples from the club stayed with us 
during the first week, to get me going on living at home.

Now I had to go three days a week to ATI for more rehab.  Barbara had a list 
of my appointments which we took to Wednesday Pot Luck.  We had volunteer 
drivers for three weeks of rehab.  The surgeon stepped in and allowed me to 
drive myself.

I’m still recovering and I won’t be sailing for a few weeks yet.
So, just a sailing club?  

No, a wonderful group of people who can be relied on to help.
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Behind the Scenes…..

Do you ever wonder what goes into 
planning a regatta?  In a nutshelll, it 
boils down to planning ahead, being 
organized, and delegating.  Having just 
served as regatta chair for the third 
time, I have to tell you it gets easier 
each time.  Here are a few hints if you 
want to run a successful, fun and stress 
free event.

•  Set a date and get it on everyone’s 
calendar. Plan ahead and first look at 
history. What went well at previous 
regattas and what can be improved 
upon.  Get your fleet together to 
solicit ideas. Is it the goal to increase 
attendance? Or sail more races. What 
was the cost?  Create a schedule and a 
budget - be conservative. Create your 
team of decision makers.

•  Finalize and distribute the NOR 
in a timely fashion.  Not too early, not 
too late.  I like  to have it finalized and 
published about eight weeks out. 

•  Outline the various elements and 
assign responsibilities. Publicity, PRO 
(Race Committee), Food and Drink, 
Hospitality, Awards, Photographer, 
Special events. Many of these will form 

their own teams and have multiple 
tasks.  For example, a PRO will lead 
the race committee, finalize Sailing 
Instructions, decide whether or not 
to use a Judge.  Food committee may 
be broken down by menu creation, 
shopping, food prep, drinks, clean-up. 
If you have a special event such as a 
sailing clinic or entertainment, assign 
someone to coordinate.  Delegate, 
delegate, delegate. Make sure everyone 
is working in sync and knows who is 
responsible for what. Have a master 
schedule and send updates and friendly 
reminders.

•  In addition to the publicity chair, 
make sure everyone is board with 
publicity to get the greatest possible 
attendance.  Spread the word via 
email, personal outreach, facebook 
posts, fleet and district emails, sailing 
associations publications and word of 
mouth.  

•  Be prepared for worse case 
scenarios.  Bad weather.  Economic 
stresses such as a spike in gas prices 
that puts a dent in attendance.  These 
have all affected previous events. Make 
the most of it and have fun - that’s 
what it’s all about.  You’ll have sailors 
returning year after year.

How to Run a Regatta:

Regatta Chair  
by Sharon Hamilton



WHAT’S COMING UP:

June 25-27  Youth Sail Camp
 30 9-12:00 Work Day
  1:00 Simmer Series #3
July 7  1:00     4th of July Distance Race
  1:00     Youth Regatta
July 14  1:00     Simmer Series #4
July 21  10:00     Board of Stewards Meeting
                         1:00     Youth Regatta
July 28             1:00     Simmer Series #5
August 4          1:00     Youth Regatta
                         5:00     Youth Racing Awards
August 11 1:00     Simmer Series #6
August 18 10:00     Board of Stewards Meeting
  1:00     Sunfish Saturday
August 25 1:00     Fright Series #1
  6:00     Hot Ruddered Bum and   
   Simmer Series Awards Dinner
September 1 5:30     Low Country Boil
 
    

Waterline Team:
Bonnie Eisenbies, writer/editor  (eisenbies@aol.com)
Susan Brier, design/production  (susan@writedesign.com)

Towel Trouble
We are finding trash in the towel can under 
the sink. Please put only dirty towels 
in the Towel Can -- NOT TRASH! 
There are cans for trash under the kitchen 
pass-through window. Thanks!

Flag Pole Fundraiser
At a recent Wednesday night Pot-Luck 
Dinner, a few members were discussing 
the condition of the current flag pole at the 
sailing club. Located on the front dock, the 
reused boat mast is undersized for its use 
and has seen better days. After a short 
discussion, this group decided to start a 
fundraiser to replace the old flag pole with 
a more proper one as a gift to the club. 

At the June BOS meeting, John Landers 
brought this to the attention of the board 
along with $500 in donations. Moments 
into the discussion everyone at the 
meeting was on board with the idea, and 
the board unanimously voted to accept 
this gift. More donations even rolled in by 
the end of the meeting. 

The board and membership decided this 
should be a proud centerpiece of the 
club to stand out on the lake. We will be 
purchasing a 35-foot nautical style flag 
pole with a yardarm and gaff. This will 
allow us to fly with pride the U.S. Ensign, 
our club burgee, and signal flags. We will 
even fly dress flags on special occasions 
and holidays. 

The flag pole will cost about $2,500 and 
will be installed with member help, with a 
special dedication celebration coming later 
this year. 

If you would like to donate to this 
cause, please make a check payable to 
Keowee Sailing Club, with “flag pole” 
in the memo. 


